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Program Description & Purpose: 
 Raise flood risk awareness and 

encourage preparation and action 
 

• For properties protected by the 1,600 
miles of State-Federal Levees (Project 
Levees) in the Central Valley 

 
• Annually notify property owners of flood 

hazards by sending notification letters  

 

• In 2017: Mailed over 280,000 notices to 
owners of over 375,000 properties 

Flood Risk Notification Program 
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• Annual letter sent to each 
property owner stating: 

- Their property is protected by a 
Project Levee 

- Potential flood hazards associated 
with each individual parcel 

- Encourage property owner to 
consider adopting a set of mitigation 
strategies 

 

Flood Risk Notification Program 
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• Assembly Bill, Laird 

• California Water Code § 9121 

• California Water Code § 9130 

History  
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WAT § 9121 

a.  On or before September 1, 2010, and on or before 
September 1 of each year thereafter, the 
department shall provide written notice to each 
landowner whose property is determined to be 
entirely or partially within a levee flood protection 
zone. 

California Water Code §9121  
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b) The Notice shall include statements regarding all 
the following: 

1) The property is located behind the levee. 

2) Levees reduce, but do not eliminate, the risk of flooding and 
are subject to catastrophic failure. 

3) If available, the level of flood risk as described in the flood 
control system report described in Section 9120 and a levee 
flood protection zone map prepared in accordance with 
Section 9130. 

 

 

California Water Code §9121  
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4) The State recommends that property owners in a levee flood 
protection zone obtain flood insurance, such as insurance 
provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
through the National Flood Insurance Program.  

5) Information about purchasing federal flood insurance. 

6) The internet address of the Web site that contain the 
information required by the flood management report 
described in section 9141. 

7) Any other information determined by the department to be 
relevant. 

 

California Water Code §9121  



8 

• Phase 1  Prepare LFPZ maps by  
   12/31/08 

• Phase 2  Sent first written notice  
   (280,000) on 9/17/2010 

• Phase 3  Send flood risk notice  
   annually thereafter 

Steps to Implementation  
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What They are: 

• Identifies property owners 
receiving protection from 
1,600 miles of State-
Federal project levees 

• A tool to identify 
landowners that will 
receive a Flood Risk Notice 

• Based on best available 
information 

Levee Flood Protection Zone Maps 

What They Are Not: 

• Not regulatory for FEMA’s 
NFIP or CVFPB designated 
floodways 

• Not frequency or event 
based 
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• Parcel Data 

• Python Script 

• Printing Services 

• Design of the Flyer 

• Postage (USPS) 

• Public Response 

- 200+ Phone calls; 30+emails 

Yearly Actions  
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• Meets water code 
and legislative 
requirements 

• Provides Multiple 
benefits to 
property owners 

Flood Risk Notice 2017 
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Flood Risk Notice 2017 
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http://gis.lfpz.water.ca.gov/lfpz/ 

 

Flood Risk Notice Website 

http://gis.lfpz.water.ca.gov/lfpz/


Questions? 


