POSITIVE INCIDENCE

NO:18 –23rd Oct 2014

A monthly Newsletter to club members of the Strathalbyn Model Aircraft Club
From Paul Mitchell : President

This is going to be a short newsletter as Pat and I are holidaying in Tassie – babysitting a friend’s
place while they visit Europe.
Tasmania is living up to its’ reputation…….picturesque and relaxed…. friendly people and drivers
who actually let you into the lane when you indicate….novel concept that!
I always take a few days to get used to a new bed and I usually stub my toe at least once in the dark
on the nocturnal trip to the little room. The intricacies of the kitchen here have finally been imprinted on my
brain…to the extent that I can now find the pots and pans without emptying every cupboard first! Lazy
walks on the beach here reminded me that flying from sand flats of an outgoing tide can be very
enjoyable….if only I’d bought a model with me.
Talking of flying, I got in touch with the local Hobart Model Aircraft Club and made the 15 minute
trip to their field just outside Richmond…a picturesque historic town not unlike Strathalbyn. The president
Mick Hawkins tells me the club has around 70 members, and on the Tuesday I visited there were about 15
flyers present. They tell me that their membership is made up mainly of retired gentlemen who get out to the
field on practically every day that weather allows. I was treated to a session of control-line flying and made
feel at home in the well-appointed club rooms and covered BBQ areas.

Left: This elderly gentleman (he told me he was in his
eighties) demonstrated his very effective catapult
ramp with foot pedal release.
He had several ducted fan models and with this clever
device he was able to launch them himself and have
two hands on the sticks at all times.
He told me he decided to make the device after he
nearly lost several fingers launching a pusher electric
model….we’ve all been there eh?
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Above: This attractive AeroMaster flew just as well as Nick Braithwaite’s…..that’s a 3 cylinder Saito up
front which gave it good performance and a very distinctive sound.
Below: The original model was designed by Lou Andrews back in the 60s….still a very attractive
model and a good subject for a plan-built model…safe flying characteristics and a sturdy, compact airframe.

Above: Nick’s AeroMaster’s wire
wheels give her that antique look.
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JOHN WATTERS MEMORIAL SCALE FUN FLY
Nick and Darren have everything in hand and I’m sure it will be a terrific day.
Nick asked me to mention that at the next club meeting he will be looking for 4 or so volunteers to get to the
field early in the day to help mark out the boxes in the pits area.
He also asked me to remind you to contact him if you intend going to the pub meal – he needs the numbers
to keep the hotel happy.
I’ve got a personal request……..could someone please take photos of the day so I can do a decent write up
for both the next Positive Incidence and the MASA newsletter.

NEW MEMBER
A big welcome to new
member Willow seen here at the field
with his dad and sister.

Younger members are a
breath of fresh air in any
club - let’s make him
very welcome and give
him any assistance he
needs.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – TUESDAY 28h OCTOBER
I won’t be back in time for the next club meeting – Darren will chair it and he tells me that there will be
some videos after the meeting.
Usual place – the Great Eastern Hotel - Littlehampton…..6.00 for a meal…..meeting starts at 7.00.

Cheers
Paul
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