11 MAY 2020

COMMANDING OFFICER'S MESSAGE
Regional Cadet Support Unit (Eastern)

Dear Members of the Canadian Cadet
Organizations in the Eastern Region,
The 2019–2020 training year that is coming to an end will certainly
leave a lasting impression as we go through unprecedented times. In
the space of a few months, the daily routine we took for granted has
been transformed and our organization has had to make some heartwrenching but necessary decisions in the face of this pandemic that
affects us all.
This year, this moment of celebration to highlight the accomplishments
of all cadets is overwhelmed by the isolation and social distancing
necessary to ensure the safety of all. Be assured, however, that your
corps and squadrons will hold a ceremony to recognize your
achievements when group activities are permitted to resume. For
cadets who are finishing their cadet years, you will be able to don
on your uniform one last time to mark the end of your journey with
dignity and recognition.
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Despite these difficult times, we have witnessed some wonderful
initiatives from all of you. Many of you have come together
virtually to mark significant events in Canada’s history. Others
have found innovative ways to stay connected and engaged with
your corps and squadrons while respecting physical distance.
Many have even taken up the “Stay at Home Challenge” through
our social media. I would like to congratulate all those who have
kept cadets engaged with our program in these unprecedented
times.
You are all demonstrating a strength and resilience that will allow
us to come back even stronger from this situation. Members of
the Cadet Program have demonstrated strength of character,
leadership, and citizenship in the face of adversity. I am proud of
what we have accomplished together. All of you have
demonstrated that you are ready to take on this daunting
challenge. I am counting on the contribution and commitment of
all of you to make our program even better when we resume
operations.
Until then, stay healthy, be careful, and tell yourselves that the
best is yet to come after the crisis we are currently experiencing.

Lieutenant-colonel Serge Lapointe
Commanding Officer, Regional Cadet Support Unit (Eastern)
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