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After surviving finals, I
hope everyone had a
safe and relaxing Holiday Break. Your PTSA
hosted some fantastic
events leading up to
the break, and I want
to recognize a few of
our amazing volunteers.
We
thank
Catherine
Hobbs,
owner of Lewis’ Gifts,
for opening her store
for an evening of shopping, eating, and celebrating the holiday
season. This event
raised funds for the
PTSA’s senior scholarship fund. Jocelyn
Lanham and her committee organized a fabulous Holiday Luncheon for the faculty and
staff, ringing in the
Christmas season. We
thank
Jocelyn
for
chairing the committee again this year.

The second half of the
school year is underway and will be just
as exciting as the
first. The Freshman
Activities committee
will be helping to host
the Freshman Talent
show on February 9.
Be sure to ask your
student about this
exciting event and encourage them to participate and attend.
The incoming Freshman Open House will
be on Saturday, January 21st. We hope
the turnout will be as
good as it was in the
fall. Please spread the
word and tell your
friends and neighbors
about our awesome
school.
We
have
Teacher Appreciation
the week of March 6th
-9th. Our theme this
year will be “Magnet,

The most Magical Place
on Earth.” More information will be available soon.
If you have not had an
opportunity to join us
for a meeting, we
would love to see you
there. Thanks for all
you do to support the
PTSA and our wonderful school. If you have
a
question
about
PTSA, send me an
email at wyattsimpson@bellsouth.net.

Katie Simpson

2016-2017 PTSA President

Join us at the PTSA meeting on Monday, January 9 at 5:30 pm
in the Library!
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Principal’s Ponderings
First semester has come and gone. While the semester changes,
one thing has remained constant at Caddo Magnet – the teachers
and students continue to work hard and excel! When motivated
students are paired with great teachers, amazing things do
happen. We are very thankful that all of you chose to attend
Caddo Magnet High School!
PSAT scores for this year are in and they are very impressive.
Caddo Magnet had ten National Merit Semi-finalists and eight
National Merit Commended students for this year. There is a very good
chance, depending on what the cutoff score is for next year, that there
will be even more next year. We will find out how many of the semifinalists become finalists in the Spring.
David Lu and Nathan Speakes have achieved their goal of scoring a
perfect 36 on the ACT! There were two perfect scores last year and now
two so far for this year. The overall ACT average for the school has risen
from 25.6 to 25.8. The current state average is 19.3 and the national
average is 19.7.
As time moves on, there will always be changes. Some of those changes
are not what we like to see. Caddo Magnet High School will be losing
two long time educators this month to retirement. Mrs. Danielle Harris
will be retiring with 41 years of service in education, with 31.5 years at
Caddo Magnet. Mr. Robert Trudeau will be retiring with over 44 years of
service in education, with 35.5 years at Caddo Magnet. Mr. Trudeau
has been a member of the faculty since the very first day Caddo Magnet
opened the doors to students. Mrs. Karon Waguespack is the last
original member still on the faculty. We wish Mrs. Harris and Mr.
Trudeau all the best in their well-deserved retirement.
Our annual Open House will be Saturday, January 21st, from 10:30am12:30pm. This will be a true open house where parents and potential
students will be able to tour the entire campus. Teachers will be doing
demonstrations in the classrooms, clubs and organizations will have
display tables set up, etc. We will showcase the best that Caddo Magnet
has to offer, so please spread the word to the families with 8 th grade
students.
As always, thank you for all of your support in our pursuit of
Excellence in Education!
Michael Ilgenfritz
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Nathan Speakes Earns Perfect 36 on ACT
Nathan Speakes, son of Richard and Jaroslava Speakes,
and a senior at Caddo Parish Magnet High School, earned
the highest possible ACT composite score of 36. On average, less than one-tenth of 1 percent of students who take
the ACT earn a top score. In the U.S. high school graduating class of 2016, only 2,235 out of nearly 2.1 million graduates who took the ACT earned a composite score of 36.
The ACT consists of tests in English, mathematics, reading
and science, each scored on a scale of 1–36. A student's
composite score is the average of the four test scores. Some
students also take the optional ACT writing test, but the
score for that test is reported separately and is not included within the ACT composite score.
In a letter to the student recognizing this exceptional achievement, ACT Chief Executive
Officer Marten Roorda stated, “Your achievement on the ACT is significant and rare. While
test scores are just one of multiple criteria that most colleges consider when making admission decisions, your exceptional ACT composite score should prove helpful as you pursue your education and career goals.”
ACT test scores are accepted by all major U.S. colleges. Exceptional scores of 36 provide
colleges with evidence of student readiness for the academic rigors that lie ahead.
This is the fourth perfect score by a Caddo Magnet student in the past 1.5 years!

Leethy and Muslow Chosen as HOBY Delegates
Congratulations to Ben Leethy and Mary Beth
Muslow for being selected to represent Magnet High
School at the 2016-2017 HOBY Leadership Seminar!
They were chosen based on teacher’s recommendations and their written essays. Ben and Mary Beth
will attend the seminar June 23 - 25, 2017 at West
Baton Rouge Conference Center in Port Allen, LA.
There, they will have the opportunity to meet,
interact with, and question regionally, nationally, and
internationally renowned leaders.
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Caddo Magnet Student of the Year
Following the Caddo Parish School Board guidelines and selection
procedures for Student of the Year, the top five finalists for Caddo
Magnet High School were Ankur Khana, David Lu, Anatares
McCoy-Villaneda, Sandra Shahriar, and Nathan Speakes. All five
students had to meet after school for two hours in order to write
an essay. They then came back and went through an interview
session that included Principal Michael Ilgenfritz, Assistant
Principal Sheryl Thomas, CPSB Chief of Human Resources Dianne
Atkins, CPSB Supervisor of ELA Walter Brown, Centenary College
Assistant
Director
of
Recruitment Lauren Carlton, and Bossier Parish
Community
College
Recruiter Jerona Washington.
Students were scored by each judge on the interview and the essay. The two scores were combined
and the individual with the highest score was designated as the Caddo Parish Magnet High School
2016-17 Student of the Year. The scores were very
close. In fact, first and second place were separated by only one point!
The 2016-17 Caddo Parish Magnet High School
Student of the Year is Ankur Khana. He will now
have to complete a portfolio as he advances to the Left to Right:
Ankur Khana, Nathan
Caddo Parish High School Student of the Year Speakes, Anatares McCoy-Villaneda, Sandra
Shahriar Not Pictured: David Lu
competition. We wish him the best of luck!

November Students of the Month
Each month, teachers select a student
from each grade level as Student of the
Month. The students are recognized due
to their academics, work ethic, and
character. November honorees are:
Senior - Jonathan Stackhaus
Junior - Jonathan Chemell
Sophomore - Cortez Walters
Freshman - Josie Hodges

WINTER
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Warm Goodbye to Two
Magnet Teachers
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Caddo Magnet lost two long time educators to retirement in
December. Mrs. Danielle Harris retires with 41 years of service in
education, with 31.5 years at Caddo Magnet. Mr. Robert Trudeau
retires with over 44 years of service in education, with 35.5 years at
Caddo Magnet. Mr. Trudeau has been a member of the faculty
since the very first day Caddo Magnet opened the doors to
students. Teachers, students, alumni, and family members led
a second line with Mrs. Harris and Mr. Trudeau around the
campus as a way of saying thank you for all they have given over
the years. Caddo Magnet will never be the same without them. We
wish both the very best in a well-deserved retirement.

Library News
SLAM (Student Library Association @ Magnet) sends their thanks for a successful book
fair this year. Several club members came in over Thanksgiving Break and decorated our
library. We hosted Valencia Community Center students at a holiday party on December
2. Cocoa, cookies, and books from the fair were well-received. SLAM also works with
Stoner Hill Elementary School. We have been labeling mountains of donated books with
AR and grade level information. Stay tuned for spring events in the library, especially the
Teen Reader's Choice Voting Party. Votes are due February 1. Check out the list of books
at destiny.caddoschools.org. Our copies--and their sequels--are flying out of the
door! Happy Reading!

Reminder!
Seniors: Wednesday,
January 18th is the meeting about cap and gown
information. Seniors will
be given information to
bring home to parents.

December PTSA Drawing Winners
Faculty members of the month – Reserved
Parking Spot – Linda Anderson and Carolyn
Owen
Free Box Combo from Canes- Hailey Beuscher
Free Box Combo from Canes- Hannah Bouillon
Free Lemonade from Canes- Jake Hutson
Free Lemonade from Canes- Caroline Canatella
Rhino Coffee Gift Card- Kylie Flowers
Rhino Coffee Gift Card- James Stuart
Please see Ms. Dana Fuller in the office to
claim your prize.

WINTER
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Poetry Out Loud
For the third year, Caddo Magnet will
compete in the Regional Poetry Out Loud
Competition on January 22nd. The purpose
of the competition is to foster a love for and
understanding of poetry. The winner of the
Regional competition will have the chance to
compete in the state competition later in the
spring. State winners then compete at the
national event, where over $50,000 of prizes
are disbursed! To see past state and national
winners, just go to PoetryOutLoud.org.
Our local school competition will be
on January 13th right after school. During
the event, each competitor will recite two
memorized poems chosen from the Poetry
Out Loud anthology, at least one of which is
pre-20th century. The top scorers will go on
to the next level. We wish our competitors
luck as they work on memorizing and
interpreting their chosen poems.
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Coffeehouse 2017
AUDITIONS
Thursday, January 12
Friday, January 13
7:30—8:10 am
& during lunch shifts
& after school
Wednesday, January 18
Thursday, January 19
7:30—8:10 am
& during lunch shifts
Friday, January 20
7:30—8:10 am
& during lunch shifts
& after school

COFFEEHOUSE 2017
FEBRUARY 3 & 4
CMHS CAFETERIA
6:30—8:30 PM
(doors open at 6 pm)
Tickets $5 presale and
$7 at the door
Food and Drinks
will be for sale

Get the CMHS App!

 calendar and notice of events & school activities
 link to jCampus
Caddo Magnet High School now has an app! It is free  contact information for faculty and staff
documents
and available at the app store for both Apple
& Android phones, Apple & Windows devices. The
We encourage all students, potential students,
name of the app is Caddo Parish Magnet HS.
Some of the items that this app will allow easy access parents, alumni, faculty, and staff to stay connected
with Caddo Magnet High School by downloading this
to:
app now!
 news, information, and announcements
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Caddo Magnet High School's
Student Council spearheaded this
year's Pack the Pod food drive in
support of the Food Bank of Northwest Louisiana's Pack the Pantry
contest. Students and faculty of
Caddo Magnet packed the pod with
a total of 7,777 pounds of food.

Takach, Queen of the Pack the Pod
Contest, may be seen below sitting
on her throne.
Great job serving your community
Mustangs!

While the purpose of the drive was
to collect food for the hungry in our
community, there was also a
competition: between high schools
and classrooms here on campus. For the second year in a row,
Caddo Magnet came in first in the
high school division. Not only did
first place include bragging rights,
but also a $1000 check.
Mrs. Takach and her students won
the classroom competition collecting 1000+ pounds of food. Mrs.

Quiz Bowl Places First
Caddo Magnet's Quiz Bowl Team placed first at the
Ruston Tournament in December. Team members are
Christopher Givens, Matthew Givens, David Lu, and
Ajaya Tummala. The team defeated Byrd High School
in the championship round. Ajaya also won first place
for the entire tournament for the number of individual
questions answered correctly. The team is coached by
Ms. Amanda Lawrence and Ms. Carrie Anderson.

Mock Trial
Tournament Results
Congratulations to Chris Ferrier for winning
the Best Attorney award and Baileigh Picou
for winning the Best Witness award at the
Bayou Bash Mock Trial Tournament in
Monroe, LA.
WINTER
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Academic Decathlon
In early December, Magnet’s Academic
Decathlon team had its first scrimmage
against Captain Shreve and Byrd, which
Magnet won by over 2,000 points!
Leading up to this event, students in
Academic Decathlon have been studying
everything about World War II—the music,
art, literature, music, and history. They are
also studying the science behind the nuclear
bomb. As part of the study, they took a field
trip to New Orleans to visit the amazing
World War II museum.
Once at the museum, the team received their dog tags and boarded a train. As the countryside flashed by, they learned a little about the life
of one American who was involved in the many
aspects of this war. As they toured various parts of
the exhibit, they were able to follow the life of this
person over the progress of the war. Everyone
especially enjoyed the oral histories available as
recordings throughout the museum. In this way,
they were able to really get a feel for the human
aspect of this world-changing conflict.
We are off to a great start this year and look forward
to our next scrimmage in January.

Mustang Battalion Does Well at Parish Meet
The Caddo Magnet High School Mustang
Battalion competed in the Caddo Parish
JROTC competition at Huntington High
School.
The Physical Fitness Team
placed first overall. The Unarmed Drill
Team placed second overall. The Armed
Drill Team placed second overall.
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All-Academic Scholar
Swim Team
Congratulations to Rafaela Demerath and
Maureen Shacklette for being selected to
the Louisiana High School Athletic Association
All-Academic
Scholar
Swim
Team. Members of the team must maintain a 3.5 or higher cumulative GPA while
participating on the varsity level.

Women’s Varsity Soccer Places 2nd in Gator Cup
The Women’s Varsity Soccer Team competed in the
Gator Cup on a cold and rainy day in December. After
winning their bracket, they played the Dutchtown
Griffins in the finals. After regulation play and two
overtime periods, the score remained tied at 1-1. Unfortunately, the team lost during the penalty kick
shootout. The game was well-played in some very
difficult conditions. Congratulations ladies!

Women’s & Men’s Soccer Both Receive Award
Both the girls’ and boys’ 2015-2016 soccer teams at Caddo Magnet High School were chosen to
receive the National Soccer Coaches Association of America High School Team Academic Award.
Caddo Magnet is one of only 48 schools nationwide in which both boys and girls teams were
chosen. From their web site located here:
https://www.nscaa.com/web/News/Articles/September_2016/NSCAA_Announces_15 16_High_School_Team_Academic_Award_Winners.aspx
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (September 29, 2016) - A total of 389 soccer teams (138 boys, 251 girls)
from throughout the United States have earned the NSCAA Team Academic Award for exemplary performance in the classroom as a team during the 2015-16 academic year.
Among these programs are 48 schools receiving honors for both their boys and girls
teams.
To qualify for the award, the team must have a minimum grade point average of 3.25 for
the entire academic year. The team GPA is determined by adding every player's GPA, then
dividing by the number of players.
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CMHS Reflections & My Louisiana Essay Winners
Thank you CMHS Students! We had 87 entries in Reflections and My Louisiana Essay
contests this year! Be on the lookout for next year’s theme announcement in June after
the National PTA Convention and plan on entering the competition for the 2017-2018
school year.
Congratulations to the following students who have been recognized for their Reflections
Program & My Louisiana Essay Submissions:
Reflections
Award of Excellence
Veronica Penales-Literature
Ava DeLorenzo-Literature
Hannah Willis-Photography
Sereiroth Rama-Photography
Chasity Johnson-Visual Arts
Kaylea Reeves-Visual Arts
Randon Ladner-Musical Composition
Avery Prevot-Film Production
Kirsten Nash-Dance Choreography
Award of Merit
Joanitah Nakiggwe-Literature
Sadie McGuire-Literature

Victoria Holman-Photography
Erin Borseth-Photography
Srikhar Chilukuri-Visual Arts
My Louisiana Essay
Award of Excellence
Sadie McGuire
Srikhar Chilukuri
Award of Merit
Kelsie Housholder
Victoria Wells
Those students winning the Award of Excellence will go on to compete at the state level.

Santa Claus Visits Caddo Magnet
Magnet students and parents were greeted by a special guest
in the carpool line before Christmas break. Santa Claus himself
made a stop at Caddo Magnet to
wish the students well. He
passed out candy and hugs to
students and make sure they
knew he would be watching to
see who made the naughty or
nice list!
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M AGNET PTSA
2016-2017 PTSA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership for students, parents and faculty is only $10.00 per person!

STUDENT(S) NAME: __________________________________ GRADE(S): ________________
Membership #1:
Circle One: Mother Father Grandparent Student Faculty Other

Magnet Alumni: Yes / No

Name:____________________________________ *Email ____________________________________________
Home Phone:______________________________ Cell Phone:_________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
Zip

Membership #2:
Circle one: Mother Father Grandparent Student Faculty

Other

Magnet Alumni: Yes / No

Name:____________________________________ *Email ____________________________________________
Home phone:_______________________________ Cell Phone:________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
Zip
*Emails are used to send out PTSA Newsletter and PTSA announcements
ADDITIONAL MEMBERSHIP NAMES:

CIRCLE TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

_______________________________________ X $10.00

Parent Grandparent Student Faculty

Other

_______________________________________ X $10.00

Parent Grandparent Student Faculty

Other

_______________________________________ X $10.00
Parent Grandparent Student Faculty
TOTAL Number of PTSA Memberships: ___ X $10.00 per membership
= $__________

Other

Total Membership Dues

PTSA/FRIENDS OF MAGNET DONATION:
Our PTSA does not formally fundraise. Additional donations are used to by
our PTSA to purchase classroom items such as books, headsets, TVs, software,
science lab materials and many other items that benefit our teachers and
students.

$ _________

Friends of Magnet Donation $ _________
Total Amount Due

$ _________

Make check payable to CMHS PTSA
Bring to School Office or Mail to:

Levels of Membership:

Red and Yellow:

$250.00

Yellow:

$100.00

Red:

$ 50.00

Your choice:

$ __________

PTSA Friends of Magnet Donation:

$ __________

1601 Viking Dr.
Shreveport, LA 71101

For Membership Chair Use Only:
Circle: Paid by
Check # __________

Cash

Credit Card
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Tell Your Friends About Magnet Open House
Magnet High will host its annual Open House
on Saturday, January 21, 2017, from
10:30am -12:30pm beginning in our Performing Arts Center. Following performances by
our performing arts departments, students
and parents will be able to tour the campus,
learn about our extensive offerings of clubs
and organizations, see sports demonstrations
and meet with sport coaches and sponsors,
speak with teachers about our programs, see
class demonstrations, and meet many of our
students. There is a place for everyone at
Magnet High!
There will be a GT Information Session starting at 9:45 am in the library.

You can also help with Open House by volunteering to serve or
to send cookies. Click here to sign up!

Next Thanksgiving: Let’s Go to
Ireland, Wales & England!
November 17-25, 2017
Attention: Current 9th, 10th, and 11th grade parents and students,
Next Thanksgiving experience the glorious offerings of the British Isles. In Ireland explore the landscape which gave this country its name “The Emerald Isle.”
Keep your eyes peeled for leprechauns and pots ‘o gold and try
to avoid ubiquitous sheep. We’ll leave Ireland behind and make our way across
the Irish Sea to Great Brittan, starting in Wales. The Welsh people cling to their
Celtic heritage; see how this is still alive today. On the way to London, we'll stop
in Stratford the birthplace of William Shakespeare and Oxford to explore the university town. Experience quaint English villages, intimidating Norman castles,
and the bustle of London.
Life is about experience. What better way to gain experience than to see the
world. Seniors, this is the perfect Senior Trip. Moms and Dads, this trip is filled
with history, culture, architecture, adventure, education, and fun. Your students
will be in good hands. This will be my twelfth Explorica trip with students. I understand the dynamic and responsibility of traveling with teens. I will be happy to
answer any questions you might have.
I have brochures in my room E-208 or I can send you an email with more info.
My email is canderson2@caddoschools.org.
Your Tour Leader,
Carrie Anderson
US History & AP Psychology
WINTER
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Lacrosse and Soccer Field Improvement Request
The Men's and Women's Lacrosse and Soccer Teams, Booster Clubs, and Coaching Staff
ask for your support. Please consider donating to our fundraising event to purchase and
install one scoreboard with CMHS Logo, 2 regulation Soccer goals, 2 practice lacrosse
goals, and backstop netting to prevent stray balls from making their way onto Stoner Ave.
https://www.gofundme.com/cmhsathleticfield

Italy Spring Break 2018
Florence, Assisi, and Rome
This trip is for artists, writers, history buffs, and those who
just love to explore! Artists will take a charcoal lesson and
meet with local artists. Writers: Where could you be more
inspired to write than in Italy? History lovers: Learn from
our expert in Italian history! Just want to explore? There
is more than you have time for! See Mrs. Morehead, Mrs.
Alexander, Mrs. Stallcup, or Coach Candiloro to pick up information and forms. There will be an information meeting on Tuesday, November 29 in Mrs. Morehead's room
at 4:30 pm.

WINTER
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Caddo District PTA
Caddo District PTA will hold its next General Meeting on
The Mission of the PTSA
Thursday, January 19, 2017 at 5:30 pm at the Caddo Parish School
PTA serves as:
Board. Note this is a time change from last year! All PTSA officers,  A powerful voice for all children
committee chairs, school administrators, faculty and staff, and other  A relevant resource for families and
communities
interested parties are encouraged to attend.

A strong advocate for the education
and well-being of every child
Why Join the PTSA
 Get Connected
There is no better way to know what
is happening in your school
 Tap Into a Network
PTA functions are opportunities to
meet other parents and teachers,
building rapport and discussing
issues
that are important to you
 Be a Role Model
By becoming a PTSA member, you
Save the date and plan to attend the Louisiana PTA State
will be demonstrating to your child
Convention in Lafayette, Louisiana. It will be a one day event held
the importance you place on
education
on Saturday, April 8, 2017 at the University of Louisiana Lafayette.
 It Makes Great Things Happen
Look for details to come on www.louisianapta.com.


Louisiana PTA

Sign Up for Gmail Announcements
Want to receive the school announcements and the
counselors’ newsletter via email? Sign up by going to
the PTSA website at caddomagnetptsa.net and
CLICK TO SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS.

National
PTA
Click here to get more
information & to sign
up for your
free digital kit!

The Magnet PTSA’s goal is to give all
Magnet families access to information and news
that will help keep everyone
informed about our school and its PTSA.
CADDO PARISH MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL
1601 VIKING DR.
SHREVEPORT, LA 71101
(318) 221-2501
magnethighschool@gmail.com

2015-2016 PTSA Executive Board
President | Katie Simpson
1st VP | Stacey T. Simpson
2nd VP - Membership | Robin Jones
3rd VP | Michael Ilgenfritz
Treasurer | Jana Cox

caddomagnetptsa.net

Recording Secretary | Julie Golsby
Corresponding Secretary | Sarah Ladner

Magnet Calendar of Events
January 9:
PTSA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Library

February 6:
PTSA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Library

January 16:
MLK Holiday, No School

February 7:
Registration Assemblies

January 17:
Professional Development Day—No Students

February 9:
Freshman Talent Show, 6 pm, PAC

January 21:
Open House, 10:30 am

February 10:
Founder’s Day, 2nd period

January 26:
Orchestra Concerto Concert, 6 pm, PAC

February 16:
Black History Program, PAC
9th/10th Grade Parent Test Info Night, 6 pm, PAC

January 26-27:
Science Fair, Library
February 2:
JROTC Academic Challenge, PAC
February 3 & 4:
Coffeehouse, 6 pm, Cafeteria
February 6—10:
National Counselors Week

February 18:
District Rally (Natchitoches)
February 20:
President’s Day Holiday—No School
February 21:
Broadway Nights, 6 pm, PAC
School calendar: http://caddomagnet.net/calendar/

