Baseline Biological Survey.
A biological and habitat survey of the Blood Tribal Lands will be
undertaken. It will include vegetation, mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, and arthropods. The protocols for data collection will
be compatible with the Alberta Natural Heritage Information
Center (ANHIC) and the results will be made available for transfer
to the ANHIC for storage. Data collection protocols are from the
methodologies and protocols from the following sources: Alberta
Forest Biodiversity Monitoring Program, Environmental Monitoring
and Assessment Network, and the Recovery Operations Manual Recovery Secretariat, Recovery of Nationally Endangered
Wildlife (RENEW). The survey will generate the information on
which to develop the swift fox reintroduction strategy and
evaluate its success.
The methodologies used for the various taxonomic groups to be
sampled are as follows:
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Where specific methodologies are not contained in the referenced
protocols (above) the methods contained in Sutherland(1996),
Bookhout (1994) or Schemnitz (1984) will be used.
Sampling plots for all taxonomic groups except birds will be
selected to represent the eco-zones of the Blood Tribal lands. The
aerial extent of the eco-zones will be determined from aerial
photos and topographic maps of the land. Sampling plots will be
proportioned according to the percentage of land occupied by
each eco-zone, with a total of 50 sample plots being used. (Example if we have 5 eco-zones with the following percents 50%, 20%, 10%,
10% and 10% then the distribution of the sampling plots between

the sites will be as follows 25, 10, 5, 5, and 5). The locations of the
sampling plots within the eco-zones will be chosen randomly.
The data resulting from the survey will be extrapolated to the
entire eco-zone and habitat type maps for the Blood Lands will be
generated. These maps will be used three purposes:
1. A general habitat classification of the Blood Lands.
2. A basis for the selection of swift fox release sites.
3. A baseline to evaluate changes in habitat after the swift fox
releases.
The survey will be conducted during the spring and summer of 2004.
Staging of the sampling for the various taxonomic groups will
provide the information required for selecting the swift fox
release sites by mid-August.

