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US Representative Florida 16th Congressional District:

David Shapiro

Jan Schneider

Florida House State Representative District 70
Wengay Newton

Keisha Bell

Florida House State Representative District 71
Tracy Pratt

Come meet our Democratic
Candidates at our May Meet-

Florida House State Representative 73
Liv Coleman

DWC LUNCHEON
May 8th 2018, 11:30 AM

Manatee County Commissioners

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

District 2 – Charles Smith

Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by

District 2 – Reginald Bellamy

Noon May 3rd, 2018
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

District 4 – Erika Lundquist

or email
District 6 – Melony Fletcher Howard

San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, bread and
cookie
Cost is $18.00
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President’s Letter May 2018
Well, we sure haven’t gotten any rain showers of any abundance this month but we can keep praying. As
far as our day to day government, we can only pray that the blue wave will continue and we will not let the
destruction of our country continue any longer.
Grace Barnett and the Black Caucus will be covering the 200 areas for the Get Out the Vote until mid-June
and then it will be only the Black Caucus as the leaders in that area. Grace heads to Maine for the summer.
I will be heading up the 400 areas with the coordinator of that area until we finish what needs to be done
there. As of now, area 4, the 400 precincts are declared a Democratic stronghold. Ricki Mazzullo will pick
up the lead when I get my knee done in May.
I would like to thank all for supporting our scholarship program over the years. We do need a new person
to take over the fundraising responsibilities, I am burned out. This should be a committee of 4-5 women.
Let me know if you are interested. I know we can do it!
We will be handing out our second scholarship award at our combined May meeting. The winner of that
award is Abigail Mindel Zion.
Our May meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 8th at 11:00. We are compiling a booklet on all of our Democratic candidates in Manatee. We will have a forum conducted by Paul Dain and myself. A questions and
answer period by Paul and me, followed by questions directed at individual candidates by the audience. It
should be a great learning experience.
We will not be doing a typical agenda at this meeting.
Please call Sandy Gander as early as possible.
Patty

Start spreading the news! Democrats flip 40th
statehouse seat of the cycle
By: Carolyn Fiddler, Daily Kos

On Tuesday, Democrat Steve Stern flipped New York’s 10th Assembly District, giving Team Blue their 40th pickup of the cycle.
Stern, an attorney and former Suffolk County legislator, won AD-10 with 5941 percent (as of press time). While no Democrat has represented this district in the state Assembly for over three decades, Hillary Clinton won this
Suffolk-area seat 52-45 and Barack Obama carried it 51-48 in 2012; tonight’s flip indicates this seat’s shift toward Democrats is progressing.
You can track this and every other legislative special election flip of the cycle on the Daily Kos Special
Elections Results tracker.
Tuesday, Apr 24, 2018 · 10:33:31 PM EDT · David Nir

Republicans tried this desperation tactic in last year’s race for governor in Virginia. It didn’t work then,
and it didn’t work tonight:
More failed scare tactics for the GOP. They ran mailers like this against the Dem in a suburban NY
swing Assembly District. But Dem Steve Stern won big: 59%-41% in a seat long held by the GOP.
2

April 10, 2018 Minutes of the Democratic Women’s Club Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 11:37 AM by President Patty Benson. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited and then a moment of silence was called.
The President made some announcements. First, Elaine’s Tech-Savvy girls will have their one-day camp.
Also, the tickets for the annual Democratic Dinner Gala on April 20th are selling so buy yours ahead of
time on the Manatee County Democratic Party website. Finally. next month we will have Meet the Candidates at our meeting on May 8th.
Today, Erika Lundquist, Candidate for County Commissioner in District 4, is here. Erika spoke briefly about
her background and experience and why she will be a good County Commissioner. The President then
spoke about the recent successes of the Get Out The Vote (GOTV) effort and pointed out Grace Barnett
and Susie Copeland in the audience as exceptional volunteers. Both of them were given a chance to
speak and they did talk about their work in the field and how money is needed for it. They will be canvassing again the first Saturday of the next month, May 5. The President also announced that on July 10 we
will have our Breakfast on the Beach and in August we will have our Women’s Equity Lunch.
The First Vice President, Jami Heye, reported that Martha Naismith is scheduled to speak at the June
12th meeting on Gerrymandering and Voter Suppression. At the September11th meeting David Hastings
is scheduled to speak on climate change.

The Treasurer, Joannie LeBaron, gave her report.
For Recording Secretary, Rachel Young, the last meeting was the Fashion Show so there were no Minutes.
On behalf of Brian Heavrin, who writes the newsletter, Patty reminded everyone that all items for the
newsletter are due by the 20th of the month.
Before the Guest Speaker, Dr. Diana Greene, spoke, President Patty Benson presented Lily Meaker with
one of the three Scholarships. The two other recipients were not available so they would receive them later. Dr. Greene then talked about how the Bradenton Public Schools are growing. There are currently fifty
thousand students and new schools are being built in the next few years.
At around 1:00 PM the meeting was adjourned.
M. Rachel Young, Recording Secretary
BLOW TO TRUMP "Third judge rules against Trump move to end DACA":
"U.S. District Court Judge John Bates said on Tuesday that the Department of
Homeland Security's legal explanation for the decision to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA, was too flimsy and, ultimately,
unpersuasive.
"'DACA's rescission was arbitrary and capricious because the Department
failed adequately to explain its conclusion that the program was unlawful,' Bates wrote in his 60-page
opinion, released on Tuesday evening. ... Bates, who was appointed by President George W. Bush, is
the first Republican appointee to rule against President Donald Trump's move to wind down DACA."
By: JOSH GERSTEIN, Politico
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Get active if you can and attend one of the many protests being held
right here in Manatee County. According to Daily Kos, one in every
five people in the United States have attended a protest since the beginning of 2016! Make your voice heard! Here are some of our Members at the March For Your Lives that was held on the Riverwalk in
March along with other activists.

Photo to your left includes Jami
Heye, Grace Barnett, Mary Duda,
Carol Graves, Phillis Virzi, and
Mary Bass. Way to Go Girls!

Florida House Dist. 71 Democratic Canadate

Julia Dortch and other Manatee County
Students who organized the march addressing
the crowd.

Tracey Pratt addresses the crowd
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Women's suffrage in the United States
Women's suffrage in the United States of America, the legal
right of women to vote, was established over the course of several
decades, first in various states and localities, sometimes on a limited basis, and then nationally in 1920.
The demand for women's suffrage began to gather strength in the
1840s, emerging from the broader movement for women's rights. In
1848, the Seneca Falls Convention, the first women's rights convention, passed a resolution in favor of women's suffrage despite opposition from some of its organizers, who believed the idea was too
extreme. By the time of the first National Women's Rights Convention in 1850, however, suffrage was
becoming an increasingly important aspect of the movement's activities.
The first national suffrage organizations were established in 1869 when two competing organizations
were formed, one led by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the other by Lucy Stone.
After years of rivalry, they merged in 1890 as the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) with Anthony as its leading force.
Hoping that the U.S. Supreme Court would rule that women had a constitutional right to vote, suffragists
made several attempts to vote in the early 1870s and then filed lawsuits when they were turned away.
Anthony actually succeeded in voting in 1872 but was arrested for that act and found guilty in a widely
publicized trial that gave the movement fresh momentum. After
the Supreme Court ruled against them in 1875, suffragists began the decades-long campaign for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that
would enfranchise women. Much of the movement's energy, however, went
toward working for suffrage on a state-by-state basis.
In 1916 Alice Paul formed the National Woman's Party (NWP), a militant
group focused on the passage of a national suffrage amendment. Over 200
NWP supporters, the Silent Sentinels, were arrested in 1917 while picketing the White House, some of whom went on hunger strike and endured forced feeding after being sent to prison. Under the leadership
of Carrie Chapman Catt, the two-million-member NAWSA also made a national suffrage amendment its top priority. After a hard-fought series of
votes in the U.S. Congress and in state legislatures, the Nineteenth
Amendment became part of the U.S. Constitution on August 26, 1920. It
states, "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of sex."
Source: Wikipedia
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Guess who’s serving the student loan
industry?
By: Jim Hightower, The Hightower Lowdown

Question: What do you get when you combine ignorance,
imperiousness, and incompetence? Answer: Betsy DeVos.
She’s Donald Trump’s multi-billionaire Education Secretary who hates public education and loves the plutocratic idea of corporate rule over democracy. DeVos is so bad that she’s winning the contest for worst
member of Donald Trump’s cabinet (a little like winning the title of ugliest toad in the swamp). She has
been a shameless shill for one of the ugliest parts of the financial services industry – the Wall Streetbacked network of for-profit colleges, rip-off lenders, and ruthless collection agencies.
Some 5 million students – largely single moms, veterans, and other low-income people – have been forced
to default on their student loan debt and have had their credit ratings and job improvement prospects destroyed by this profiteering private education system that DeVos carelessly promotes. Her latest favor for
the industry was to assert unilaterally that her agency can pre-empt any state laws designed to stop the
blatant lies and abuses of this predatory network of corporate education. Her bureaucratic claim is that
state efforts to protect student borrowers undermines “uniform administration” of student loans. In her
shriveled world of laissez-fairyland values, you see, the uniform gouging of students trumps such basic human values as economic fairness and social justice.
This is Jim Hightower saying… Heavens to Betsy, what’s wrong with this lady? Our nation’s student loan
debt has ballooned to $1.4 trillion, threatening to blow another big hole in our economy, yet she’s stupidly
conspiring in her department’s back rooms with Wall Street’s fast-buck educational exploiters to enrich
them at the expense of students, taxpayers, and the public interest. DeVos is the one who needs an education – both in economics and ethics

And for all of our members who get their DWC Newsletter via internet, here’s a fun
video for you to watch. Hope you enjoy!

YOU CAN’T STOP HIS TWEETS! A RAINBOW RANDY PARODY SONG

Click Here To Watch The
Rainbow Randy Video
Please remember all our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start,
and The Bethesda House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables,
cereal and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling
Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a
few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men and
women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by
bringing your donations to our luncheon.
Together we can make a difference.
6

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Important Dates to Remember:
May 5th : Voter Registration: door to door
in Area 4 Information to follow
May 8th : Meet the Candidates: IMG at 11:00
May 19th : Voter Registration: door to door in Area
4 Information to follow
June 2nd : Voter Registration: door to door In Area
To Be Determined

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

