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AGENDA:
1. Simple strategies for LEQ writing
2. Sample use of strategies on 2022 LEQ2Part 1 video: 

https://youtu.be/T8oqDoEJ2Xw

https://youtu.be/T8oqDoEJ2Xw








The Star Wars Crawl…







The Spanish-American War was 

fought in 1898 and was a victory 

for America.  This is significant 

because it elevated the U.S. to 

world power and led to overseas 

expansion. This historical context 

relates to the topic of WWI, 

because the U.S. had reached a 

level of power to have a significant 

impact on the outcome of the war.



What does the rubric say about contextualization?
CONTEXTUALIZATION (1 point)

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. (Consider the “backstory” or “Star Wars crawl!”)
To earn this point, the response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or 
processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question. This point is not awarded for merely 
a phrase or a reference. (Try for three sentences) Don’t forget to LINK it to the topic of the essay!







What does the rubric say about the thesis point?
THESIS/CLAIM   (1 point)

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line of reasoning.  ATFP!
To earn this point, the thesis must make a claim that responds to the prompt, rather than merely restating or rephrasing 
the prompt. 

The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion.



Part 2 video: 
https://youtu.be/YWpWsnhKcL8

https://youtu.be/YWpWsnhKcL8












What does the rubric say about the evidence?
EVIDENCE -- Support for Argument  (2 points)

Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt.
To earn one point, the response must identify specific historical examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt 
and within the parameters of the prompt.
“Woah…Stuff Happened”

Supports an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant examples of evidence. 
(close the loop!)

To earn two points the response must use specific historical evidence to support an argument in response to the prompt.
“Stuff Happened Because… and this supports the argument because…”



What does the rubric say about the skill?
ANALYSIS AND REASONING --Targeted Skill – Argumentation, Causation/CCOT/Comparison (2 points)

The first point here is the “skill” point. The second point is the “unicorn” point.

Uses historical reasoning (e.g. comparison, causation, CCOT) to frame or structure an argument that addresses the

prompt.

To earn the first point, the response must demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to frame or structure an argument,

although the reasoning might be uneven or imbalanced.

Causation
Comparison

Continuity and Change Over Time





What does the rubric say about complexity?
ANALYSIS AND REASONING --Targeted Skill – Argumentation, Causation/CCOT/Comparison (2 points)

The first point here is the “skill” point. The second point is the “unicorn” point.

Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that is the focus of the prompt, using evidence 
to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the question.
To earn the second point, the response must demonstrate a complex understanding. This can be accomplished in a variety 
of ways, such as: 
• Explaining nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables 

• Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity and 
change, or explaining multiple causes, or  explaining both causes and effects 
• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods 
• Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes 
• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence This understanding 
must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference.



LEQ Strategies… Steps for Success RECAP…

1.Identify the topic of the essay and consider it your primary “story” 

(analysis).

2.Choose a topic from the “prelude” to center your contextualization 

and create your “crawl”.

a.Define your topic.

b.Explain the historical significance of that topic.

c. Explain how that context relates to the topic of the essay.



LEQ Strategies… Steps for Success RECAP Continued…

3.  Write your thesis.

a.Hyperspace (Simple Approach):

i. Restate the prompt.

ii. Take a stand on the qualifier.

iii.Provide a line of reasoning.

b. Battle Approach (Complex Approach): Thesis Formula: Although  X, 

Y because…

i. Identify the skill being tested.

ii. Address both sides of the skill, making one your X & one your Y.

iii.Give different values to X and Y.

iv.Provide a line of reasoning & ensure you are ATFP



LEQ Strategies… Steps for Success RECAP… Continued

4.  Choose two pieces of evidence from within the parameters of the 

prompt.

5.  Write your body paragraphs. 

a.Topic sentence introducing argument (Turn thesis into topic 

sentence or pull your X or Y statement from complex thesis and 

turn it into a topic sentence).

b.Provide a piece of evidence.

c. Explain how that evidence supports your argument (explain how 

or why).

d.Close the loop with a final “Therefore…”



LEQ Strategies… Steps for Success RECAP… Final Consideration

6.  Add complexity.

a.Address both sides of the skill with evidence/analysis.

b.Ping-Pong to a different era/topic.



Part 3 video:
https://youtu.be/0zmqofgFFgo

https://youtu.be/0zmqofgFFgo


NOTE:

The following slides contain sample prompts and 
sample writing. None of the writing samples are 
from AP exams. All samples are from my own 
students in class or my own creation to 
demonstrate how to use a strategy.



Prompt: 

To what extent did interpretations of the Constitution during the Era of the 

Common Man (1828-1840) foster change in American politics? 

1. Identify the topic of the essay and consider it your primary “story” 
(analysis).

2. Choose a topic from the “prelude” to center your contextualization and 

create your  

“crawl”.

a. Define your topic.

b. Explain the historical significance of that topic.

c. Explain how that context relates to the topic of the essay.

Politics; Era of the Common Man

First Two Party System

During the early years of the U.S., debates over how 

to interpret the Constitution led to the formation of 

the first two political parties. The Democratic-

Republicans believed in strict interpretation and the 

Federalists believed in loose interpretation. This 

historical context relates to the Era of the Common 

Man, because those debates continued to divide 

people into political parties. 



Prompt: 

To what extent did interpretations of the Constitution during the Era of the 

Common Man (1828-1840) foster change in American politics? 

3.  Write your thesis.

a. Hyperspace (Simple Approach):

i. Restate the prompt.

ii. Take a stand on the qualifier.

iii.Provide a line of reasoning.

b. Battle Approach (Complex Approach): Thesis Formula: Although  X, Y 

because…

i. Identify the skill being tested.

ii. Address both sides of the skill, making one your X & one your Y.

iii.Give different values to X and Y.

iv.Provide a line of reasoning & ensure you are ATFP

Hyperspace Approach:

Interpretations of the Constitution during the Era of the Common Man 

(1828-1840) fostered change in American politics to a large extent because 

they led to a new two-party system.

Complex Approach:

Although interpretations of the Constitution during the Era of the Common 

Man fostered change in American politics because it fueled growth of a new 

two-party system, they maintained continuity to a greater extent because it 

was part of a long-term trend beginning with the ratification of the 

Constitution.



Prompt: 

To what extent did interpretations of the Constitution during the Era of the 

Common Man (1828-1840) foster change in American politics? 

4.  Choose two pieces of evidence from within the parameters of the 

prompt.

5.  Write your body paragraphs. 

a.Topic sentence introducing argument (Turn thesis into topic 

sentence or pull your X or Y statement from complex thesis and 

turn it into a topic sentence).

b.Provide a piece of evidence.

c. Explain how that evidence supports your argument (explain how 

or why).

d.Close the loop with a final “Therefore…”

Interpretations of the Constitution during the Era of the 

Common Man fostered change in American politics because 

it led to a new two-party system. The Democratic Party 

formed and was led by Andrew Jackson who was the 

champion of the common man. Jackson believed internal 

improvements were unconstitutional. He vetoed a bill that 

the opposing party, the Whigs, wanted which would have led 

to government funding of a road as “necessary and proper” 

for economic development. Therefore, such debates fostered 

change.



Prompt: 

To what extent did interpretations of the Constitution during the Era of 

the Common Man (1828-1840) foster change in American politics? 

6.  Add complexity.

a.Address both sides of the skill with evidence/analysis.

b.Ping-Pong to a different era/topic.

The Second Two Party system included debates over the Second 
Bank of the United States. Jackson and the Democrats felt the bank 
was unconstitutional. This is similar to the first two-party system. 
The Democratic-Republicans felt the First Bank of the United States 
was unconstitutional, as well, and the issue divided the first parties. 
During the Era of the Common Man, the conflict over the bank was 
even more intense and Jackson ended up dismantling the bank 
before the charter expired.





Part 4 video: 
https://youtu.be/JeolqdZzkA0

https://youtu.be/JeolqdZzkA0


NOTE:

The following slides contain sample prompts and 
sample writing. None of the writing samples are 
from AP exams. All samples are from my own 
students in class or my own creation to 
demonstrate how to use a strategy.



Evaluate the relative importance of causes of 
population movement to colonial British 
America in the period from 1607 to 1754.

Identify the topic of the essay and consider it your primary “story” 

(analysis). MIGRATION (population movement to BRITISH America)

Break down the prompt further:

What is the qualifier? Skill being tested? Parameters? (Magic Years tip)

http://nebula.wsimg.com/eac7b9e8b84a34db8f65791e83275f4c?AccessKeyId=E9AACE2A0AB5B10EA5F6&disposition=0&alloworigin=1


Study card sets available at 
FFAPUSH.com



Evaluate the relative importance of causes of 
population movement to colonial British 
America in the period from 1607 to 1754.
CONTEXTUALIZATION SAMPLES

In 1492 Christopher Columbus “discovered” the Americas while searching for a direct 
route to Asia. Once news of this discovery spread, several European nations began 
exploring and colonizing the area. Britain was one of several nations that migrated to 
America.

After the Reformation created violent unrest in Europe, many people  sought a new life in 
America. England experienced cultural division that often resulted in persecution for 
those not conforming to the religion selected by the king or queen. This relates to the 
topic of migration, because this unrest contributed to population movement.



Evaluate the relative importance of causes of 
population movement to colonial British 
America in the period from 1607 to 1754.
THESIS SAMPLES

The relative importance of causes of population movement to colonial British America in 
the period from 1607 to 1754 was divided between economic causes and religious 
causes.

Although religion was an important cause for population movement to British America 
from 1607-1754 because people seeking freedom from persecution created several 
colonies, economic gain was a far more important cause for movement.



Evaluate the relative importance of causes of 
population movement to colonial British 
America in the period from 1607 to 1754.
Sample Body Paragraph

Escaping religious persecution was an important cause for population movement. The 
Puritans left Europe in order to find a place they could develop a lifestyle free from 
persecution and free from outside influences. They settled in New England. Other groups 
such as Quakers and Catholics also migrated for this reason. Maryland was set up as a 
haven for Catholics and Pennsylvania was founded by Quakers. This was important, 
because later when the United States was created the 1st Amendment secured the 
concept of freedom of religion. Therefore, religious reasons was an important cause for 
migration.



Evaluate the relative importance of causes of 
population movement to colonial British 
America in the period from 1607 to 1754.
Sample Body Paragraph

Economic gain was a more important cause of population movement. Jamestown was 
established in 1607 and the goal was to find gold. Once they realized there was no gold, 
cash crop agriculture became the goal and spread throughout the South. Economic gain is 
more important than religion as a cause, because even those coming to America for 
religious freedom like the Catholics in Maryland had economic goals that were 
significant. This is important because for over 100 years following independence, the U.S. 
was primarily an agricultural nation. Therefore, economic reasons were more important 
than religious reasons.



Evaluate the relative importance of causes of 
population movement to colonial British 
America in the period from 1607 to 1754.
Sample Conclusion/Ping Pong Complexity

Despite the drive for religious freedom for Puritans, Quakers, Catholics and others 
during the colonial era, religious persecution was common. The Puritans persecuted all 
other religions and dissenters. This trend continued into later centuries when Irish 
immigrants were persecuted for being Catholic. Many businesses in the 1800s refused to 
hire Irish people. Even in modern times, you can see religious persecution such as how 
Muslims were treated after 9-11. Many mosques were vandalized, and people were 
threatened just because of their faith. These examples of persecution are similar to how 
people were persecuted in England and in the colonies.



Evaluate the relative importance of causes of 
population movement to colonial British 
America in the period from 1607 to 1754.
Sample Both Sides of the Skill Complexity

The effects of population movement to British America were devastating for the 
Native Americans. As the colonies increased, more and more native land was seized. 
Warfare and disease killed countless natives as Europeans took claim to the continent. 
Despite trying to fight back in battles such as King Phillip’s War, the natives were 
unsuccessful in preventing the European takeover. Therefore, the effects of this 
population movement are just as significant and the causes of them.






