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Presidents Message
It's with fear and trembling that I assume the office of
president. We have had three great leaders in the history of
this club, and we have the opportunity to "stand on their
shoulders" as we continue to grow. We have a dept of gratitude to Charles Alvis, James Haddon, and Mike Zinzer.
You all know by now that our founding president
Charles Alvis lost his battle with cancer, and passed away
last month. Charles was an encourager to me, and a real
friend. I'm sure many new turners in the club found the
same things in Charles. His friendship, encouragement, and
warm smile- maybe especially his sense of humor- will be
deeply missed.
As a club we need to thank Mike Zinzer for his word
over the past three hears. Mike's organization and consistent hard work have led us through the largest growth in the
history of the club. Less than four years ago there were 1215 people at the first meeting I attended. Today I'm sure
our regular attendance approaches 50. This could not have
happened without Mike's hard work and leadership. Thanks
Mike, for a job well done.
We will be trying a few new things at our club meetings
to "spice thing up". Our first trial will be a new approach to
the Instant Gallery. We will go from "Instant Gallery" to
"Show and Tell." For November's meeting you may bring
as many pieces of work as you would like for the members
to see, but you must be prepared to talk about one of the
pieces. How you approached the turning. Why you made
that particular piece. What problems you encountered.
Wihat kind of finish you used. Anything that would be of
interest to other turners regarding that particular piece. Be
prepared to talk for less than one minute.
We'll try this approach for a couple of months and see
how it goes. Give us your feedback. Planned for the future
are "OOPS Night," and "Tips Nights." We welcome any
and all suggestions on new approaches to our meetings, and
Jackie Potts is open to suggestions for programs or demonstrations. This is vour club, and we need to go the direction
you want to go.
Thanks for the opportunity to be your president.
Gary Martin

From a tree to a bowl
without a handsaw

Gary Martin was out speaker for the Oct. meeting. He
gave a demonstration on cutting the log and setting up to
turn a natural edge bowl. He brought a video showing
how he uses the chain saw and his wife did a wonderful
job of filming him.
The wood is placed on top of a scrap log that has 4
nails with the heads cut off. These are to keep the bowl
blank from rolling as you cut it. Trim off 2" and check
the log for checks. Flex the piece you cut off to see if it
breaks. If it does, inspect the fresh cut end very closely.
If necessary, cut off another inch or so. Now cut the log
to a length that is equal to its width.
Make a mark on each end that, lines up with the pith
and transfer this mark to the top edge. Line up your saw
with these marks and rip the log in half. Now trim all 4
sides to get it closer to round. Prop it against the nails to
keep the piece from spinning.
Mount the blank between centers with the bark toward
the headstock and centered by eye. Rotate the bowl by
hand and measure from the bark to the headstock on each
end. Adjust the bowl until the distance is the same. This
will give you a more balanced looking bowl. Once you
have it right, turn the outside of the bowl and leave a
tenon for your faceplate or chuck. Then you can mount it
on a faceplate and turn the inside.
One tip he gave was to mix 1 pint of kerosene into a
gallon of chain oil to keep the oilport from clogging.
Thanks Gary for a good demonstration. I was planning to
turn some natural edge bowls and this will certainly help
me.

November meeting

The next meeting will be November 2"" at 7PM. Harry French will
show us how he makes his pens. I
keep thinking I will learn to make

pens maybe now is the time. Christmas is coming and they make good
gifts.

Instant Gallery
Isn't it great to see all the great pieces in the instant
gallery. There were so many I am going to highlight a
few. If I put everyone's name in here it would fill up
the newsletter. Pete Preston brought his l" box and
Samantha Varallo had a wooden pen she turned. Isn't
it great to see new people bringing things. Larry
Hooper brought some "fly" houses and a painted ornament. Bob Brewer had an oak bowl and an ornament.
Jim Hadden had a box with a perfectly fitting lid
and Dave Collier had a box with a screw fit slid.
Andy Woodard brought a very thin cherry bowl and a
nice natural edge piece. Pat Matranga brought a
chevron inlayed box and Simon Levy had a closed
vessel decorated with ink from a Rapidograph pen.
There were many other great pieces. I hope to include
photos next time.
If you have any good ideas for this column or the
rest of the newsletter please let me know. I'm still
learning what the computer is capable off doing (other
than not doing what I ask it to do).

Scholarship

The TAW is giving 2 scholarships to members. The
application date was extended to the November meeting. Send or bring your application to Gary Martin. It
should include -How you would use the scholarshipHow would TAW benefit- How would others benefit.

Tips

Classified Adds

Sears 6" handsaw for sale. Comes with floor
stand and table extension. Very Good Condition.
Call Kevin Austin. 502-885-3783
Gary Martin has a lathe for sale. Swing 15 inches
over the bed, 30 inches outboard. Spindle is
treaded with right hand threads on both inds so
you don't need special tools for outboard turning.
5' between centers. Ihp variable speed motor with
reverse. $2000.00 615-895-9207

New Members
Bill Gray
1109 Grandview Drive
Nashville, TN 37204
(H) 615/269-0049
(W) 615/256-3593 X 136

Douglas Snyder
821 Georgeboro Court
Brentwood, TN 37027
(H) 615/373-5589
(W) 615/373-2728

Clay Logsdon
2905 Westmoreland Drive
Nashville, TN 37212
(H) 615/385-0358

Dorsey H. Tynes
5910 Robert E. Lee Court
Nasbville, TN 37215
(H/W) 615/665-0493

Bobby K. Nelson
4219 Hermitage Road
Old Hickory, TN 37138
(H) 615/391-9982

John Oxiey
104 Fairmont Street
Franklin, TN 37064

Steve Shores
5580 Asbury Road
Manchester, TN 37355
(H) 931/596-2505
(W) 615/770-8232
Franklin, TN 37064

Thomas K. Jones
2373 Henpeck Lane

Membership in the Tennessee Association of
Woodturners is open to anyone with an interest in
the craft of woodtuming. Annual dues are
$25.00.
Officers:

President - Gary Martin - 615/895-9207
President - Jackie Potts - 931/583-2257
This last weekend I experimented with CA glue acceler- Vice
Secretary
/Newsletter Editor - John Lucas ator made from Baking Soda and water. I didn't like it. It 931/525-6400
hardens the outside of the glue but slows down the curing Treasurer - Jimmy Campbell - 931/381-9379
of the inside. You find out when you turn on the lathe
Librarian - Mai Clissold - 615/373-4881
and get it all over your face and glasses. It seems to work Imed. Past President - Mike Zinser- 615/292OK for bonding things to the faceplate but I will probably
stick with the original accelerator,
can take

CHARLES A L V I S
As most of you know by now, Charles Alvis passed away on October 1, 1999, after an extended illness. I cannot express the gratitude I have for Charles, his friendship and the help given me in leading TAW over the past three years as
your President. He accepted my phone calls, always offered a listening ear and was willing to give advice when asked.
At our October meeting there were two motions offered and accepted by the membership. The first was a S500.00 donation to the American Association of Woodturners in memory of Charles and we established a Charles Alvis Memorial
Scholarship in the amount of $500.00 to be given annually to a deserving Tennessee Association of Woodturners member.
By Mike Zinser
Charles retired from AT&T in 1985. He started his career with the Southern Bell Telephone Company. When Southem Bell split into separate units Charles stayed with the new South Central Bell Telephone Company until being transferred to the AT&T organization. Charles held management positions in all three companies.
Charles' leadership and drive did not stop after his retirement. Woodtuming offered him a challenge in many directions such as a hobby, an avenue of continued leaming, using his skills to motivate others, and most of all his organizational skills and foresight toward the organization of the Tennessee Association of Woodturners.
Charles also made many contributions to the American Association of Woodtumers while serving on the Board of Directors, Vice President and most of all the honor of being President of AAW. Charles cherished all of these opportunities
and tried to pass what he leamed to others the best he knew how.
Charles was a teacher, motivator, organizer and a friend to all who passed his way.
By Jim Haddon
The following is a reprint from the April 1998 newsletter as written by Pat Matranga.
Charles was one of the founding members of the Tennessee Association of Woodtumers. In 1986, eleven individuals
met in Charles' living room, beginning the very successful organization now known as the TAW.
Charles retired in 1985 and made fumiture for a while. Then he took a class at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts
and hasn't made any fumiture since. He has studied with Del Stubbs, Ray Key and Al Stirt. He has also assisted some of
the world's finest tumers. He has great enthusiasm for teaching others and helps not only countless individuals that cross
his path, but also teaches weeklong classes at Arrowmont, John C. Campbell Folk School, and the Appalachian Center for
Crafts. He also does demonstrations in Nashville schools for the children. Charles states that the school demonstrations
and the classes he teaches are two of his favorite things.
He was the founding president of TAW, serving from 1986 to 1993. The first year they established the by-laws that
guide our organization today. Presidents serve a three-year term and can be reelected. He served as a board member of the
American Association of Woodtumers from 1993 to present, was elected their Vice President in 1994, and their President
from 1995 to 1997.
I was fortunate to be in attendance at the annual AAW Symposium in Greensboro, NC, in 1996. With 1,000 plus
woodtumers gathered, Charles kicked off the symposium with opening remarks. His talk was so moving and inspirational
that it filled you with pride to be a woodtumer. He is an excellent public speaker that has not only the vision to establish
and guide woodtuming groups, but the love of the craft and a great desire to unselfishly share what he knows.
Submitted by Pat Matranga

