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‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:40

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
fccselmayya@yahoo.com
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

First Christian Church of Selma
is proud to welcome these two new members in June.

June 9th
Julian Hernandez 714-718-6454
2685 Blaine Avenue
Selma, CA 93662
db5726899@gmail.com

June 16th
Cathy Kirkes 559-841-4519
1701 Dinuba Avenue, Space 114
Selma, CA 93662
ckirkes53@yahoo.com
New phone number:

Ashley Petree

559-835-6998

2019 General Assembly
July 20-24
in Des Moines, Iowa

Wednesday, July 17

Imagine this:
Worship that lifts your soul.
Stories that touch your heart.
Educational resources to assist your
congregation in ministry.
Conversations that stretch your mind.

Sign-up in the library

Messages that call you to action.
Connections that remind you that God's family is bigger than a local
congregation.
All this and more in five short days!
And 2019 will feature some very special history with a celebration of the
Merger Agreement between the National Christian Missionary Convention and the International Convention of Christian Churches resulting in
50 years of The Design, our foundational document.
Meals and Events
Register Now! https://ga.disciples.org/registration/

Fundraiser
August 2nd
$58.50
includes
Buffet
Dinner,
Show & Tip

16 TICKETS
August 11th
Sign-up in
library

Look for the donation of
supplies and to serve
sign-up sheets in the library.

REV. MINION

Sunday morning at camp: It’s very early on the first day of camp. The campers don’t arrive until this
afternoon. I am sitting quietly in the staff cabin surrounded by trees and mountain vistas, and enjoying
a cup of coffee. I am as prepared as I am going to get, because I still don’t have a really clear idea
what I am supposed to do here. I know that I will be doing many of the same kinds of things I do at the
church - teaching about spiritual practices, participating in worship, walking alongside people as they
go through difficult, strange, or confusing situations in their lives. But there will be other things, new
things, camp-specific things that I will learn about as they come up.
I guess that might be a metaphor for life. I’m as prepared as I can be, but I really don’t know for sure
what will be coming at me next. I can plan for the things that I think are ahead, but when life throws a
change at me I need to be ready to move in that new direction. I don’t always know what will be expected from me in a new situation, so I have to be open to whatever comes my way. There will be
surprises. Some of them I will like, and others probably not so much.
Tuesday morning at Camp: I am totally in awe of the incredible work directors and counselors do!
First, there’s preparation - planning games and snacks, designing a program and lessons, preparing a
schedule, finding and bringing all the supplies that might be needed for a week! Once camp begins
new challenges arise. Trying to stick to the planned activities when there are all sorts of unforeseen
complications means being willing and able to adapt on the fly. But the really hard part is caring for
the physical and emotional well being of the campers, keeping them safe not only from the dangers
that are part of the natural world, but also from those that come with being in a strange place with people they don’t know well. They have to watch for cliques forming and other children feeling left out,
dietary concerns, allergies and injuries, and work toward the avoidance of all these things. The campers have to be challenged physically, emotionally and spiritually in just the right proportions so that
they are neither bored nor over stimulated. Differing individual needs and interests must be recognized and honored while simultaneously honoring the well being of the group as a whole.
I am reminded of Mark 9:35, “Whoever wants to be first must be least of all and the servant of all.”
Their dedication to this ministry means they are willing to work hard, tirelessly and selflessly for the
good of others. Their reward is in the faces of the children as they laugh and learn, and in seeing the
campers come back again and again. I see Christ in the faces of the directors and counselors, and all
of the camp staff, and I give thanks to God for their dedication to this very good work.
Pastor Maria

Ah, July. With the beautiful (albeit strange) weather we have had so far this year, I hope that July will
follow suit and be a beautiful month as well. I am not holding my breath, however, because I have lived
in this valley far too long.
The Chi Rho/High School group is meeting on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month. So far this summer we’ve been swimming a couple of times. A big thank you to our hosts, John and Jeffrey Terry, and
the others who have offered to host us for swimming (Hugh and Pat Adams, and Ken and Vicky Armstrong). We have had several new people at our swim parties and I am excited to see how this group
will do in the fall. At this point, I think we will keep the Chi Rho/High School group together, but time will
tell.
The Young Adult group continues to meet every Sunday. We have been alternating between swimming
and group study. We recently started an online Bible Study that is hitting home with the Young Adults.
This group has some new people as well, which is also exciting.
If you have questions, comments or suggestions about the Youth or Young Adult programs or if you’d
like to volunteer to help, please feel free to email me at fccselmayya@yahoo.com.
I hope each and every one of you has a wonderful summer where you can relax, even if it is just for a
short period of time.
Leah

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
Dear Pastor Maria & My First Christian Church Family:
I’m letting you all know, I will be retiring from work here at First
Christian, at the end of June. I will be turning over cleaning duties
to Ashley Petree.
It’s with sadness I let go. I’ve loved every moment here in this
beautiful church! To all of you I’ve known for years, I thank you all
for your prayers and love through the years, you ALL will always be
in my heart.
Love, Virgie Cortez
Bert Baker was able to return back to Bethel Home June 25th.
The doctor feels that his pneumonia is gone. The family thanks you
for your prayers.

PRAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send
prayer requests to her at 559-896-2358 or
jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or
alanandapril1972@sbcglobal.net).

Thank you to all faithful supporters of the Food Pantry. Distribution days
are held on the first and third Thursdays at the SMART Center!
During the month of June there were 74 bags of food given out to 300 people.
Your donations are always greatly appreciated.

Board Meeting
Sunday, July 21, 2019
at 12:00 PM

Make a Joyful Noise
Our fundraising for the next three months
will be focused to go towards

Outreach/Evangelism
Helping with flyers, websites, information
booths, and the materials needed to reach
others our community.

BIRTHDAYS
2: ....................... Jasmin Soto
7: ....................... Sayd Guzman
9: ....................... John Arevalo
13: ..................... Bert Baker
14: ..................... Geneva Torrez
15: ..................... Michelle Ritchie
20: ..................... Marcus Arevalo
21: ..................... Leah Torosian
24: ..................... Ashley Petree
Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM ............................................. Sunday School
10:30AM ................................... WORSHIP SERVICE
6:30 PM ........ Young Adults Meeting @ parsonage
6:00 PM ...................................................... Iglesia PC
Monday:
7:00 PM .................................. Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:00 PM ........................................................ Iglesia PC
7:17 PM .............................................. Choir Rehearsal
Thursday:
6:30 PM ........................................ Trinity Life Church
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM .................................Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for
JULY 2019
THURSDAY, 7/4
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
Happy 4th of July
No Food Pantry
SUNDAY, 7/7
8:00 AM
Elder Meeting
THURSDAY, 7/11
6:30 PM
WorshipReplay Service
7:00 PM
Youth Group
WEDNESDAY, 7/17
6:30 PM
Christian Café at the First United
Methodist Church, Selma
THURSDAY, 7/18
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center
General Assembly in Des Moines,
Iowa—July 20th-24th

SUNDAY, 7/21
112:00 PM
Board Meeting
THURSDAY, 7/25
6:30 PM
WorshipReplay Service
7:00 PM
Youth Group
SUNDAY, 7/28
12:00 PM
“Back to the Future” Potluck &
Discussion

SERVING IN
GREETER(S)
07: Marsha Staley
14: Jorge Flores
21: Jennifer Earle
28: Open

July

PRESIDER(S)
Jessica Williams
Pat Adams
Charlotte Thompson
Jeffrey Terry

ELDERS
07:
14:
21:
28:

OFFERING
Leah Torosian
Hugh Adams
John Terry
Dave Highbaugh

COMMUNION
Jennifer Earle
Debbie Brown
Kathleen Schales
Leah Torosian

LOCK-UP: Hugh Adams
(Prep)
07:
14:
21:
28:

Clarissa Zarate
Nick Luna
Diane Highbaugh
Jane Ono

DEACONS
Becky Moreno
Karen Blanchard
Rene Wells
Tina Ritchie

Marsha Staley
Andrew Guzman
Jorge Flores
Liz Thornburg

Jeff Terry
Bonnie Murray
Anna Armstrong
Michael Gutierrez

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

SCRIPTURES & TITLES

FOR

JULY

BOOK & VERSE
SERMON
7/07: Galatians 6:1-10 CEB “Instant Karma?”
7/14: Luke 10:25-37 MSG
“Looking for a loophole”
7/21: Mark 5:21-34
“Restored”
7/28: Luke 11:1-13 MSG
“God will provide”

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE

6/2:
6/9:
6/13:
6/16:
6/23

40
83
6
34
31

Pentecost
WorshipReplay
Father’s Day

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE

HOURS

M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ............................................... The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR .................................... Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .................. Leah Torosian
Choir Director ............................................ Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist ...................................... Jordan Williams
Organist ................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care .......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2019) ........................ John Terry
Chair of the Elders (2019) .......................... Dave Highbaugh
Administrative Assistant ....................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ........................................................... Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ...................... Jason Torosian

Potluck and Discussion
Sunday July 28th After Worship
We have a lot to talk about! Several months ago
Rosario Ibarra from the Board of Church Extension
met with the Board and other interested people to
talk about future possibilities for First Christian
Church. She has prepared a report for us and we
need to talk about it
So let’s all get together for a pot luck and discussion after worship on Sunday, July 28th. We will
discuss what is in the report and talk about possibilities, things like whether to build a new building
or sell our property, stay in this building, or move to
a space that is handicapped accessible.
Everyone’s opinion is important and greatly valued. If you cannot be here on the 28th, do not
think your voice won’t be heard. We will do our
best to get everyone included in the discussion by
holding other discussion events.

Names
Address
City, State Zip Code

STAMP

