If you were following along with your pew bible, 


you might have noticed something was missing.  

It was two verses that have divided the church 


and conflict with what Paul has already said.  

I did not read verses 33-35.  


But I will now as a later addition.  

“As in all the congregations of the saints, 


women should remain silent in the churches. 


They are not allowed to speak, 



but must be in submission, 




as the Law says. 


If they want to inquire about something, 



they should ask their own husbands at home; 




for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.”

The reason that I read this as a late addition to the text, 


is because leading textual critics conclude 



that this passage is a late addition.  




It is a gloss, 




or add on to the original text.



It was probably one of those notes we write in the side margin at one point.  

They conclude this, 


not just because they are married, 


but because a majority of the western church translations have it 



where we read it today 


and the eastern traditions have it 



at the end of chapter, 


and some of the oldest ones don't have it at all.  

The rules for textual criticism, 


explaining the variations of the text 


and figuring out which is the most likely the original, 

lead scholars to conclude that these verses are most likely an early addition to the text 


by a scribe copying the text 



to line up with Paul's words in 1 Timothy 2.

Now, 


that may sound like I am taking the easy way out. 


I may even be challenging some people's definition of the inerrancy of scripture.  

So is there another way of reading the text 


without throwing out the tough parts of the passage 


and still allowing half our congregation to speak?  

The answer is thankfully, “Yes!”

While interpreting the passage within the context of the whole letter, 


we already know that Paul is expecting women to be an active part of the worship, 


because in the earlier head covering discussion in 11:5, 

he tells us that, 


“And every woman who prays or prophesies 



(which is not remaining silent) 


with her head uncovered dishonors her head.”  

There is no way you can prophesy in communal worship and remain silent.  


Paul is expecting women to be talking and participating in worship.

What is more, 


from this text, 

we are expecting everyone to come with a hymn, 


word of instruction, 


revelation, 


or tongue with interpretation.  

That is everyone, 


not just the men, 


but the men and women.  

None of this can be shared without talking.  

So what is the context of saying women should remain silent?  

Kenneth Bailey, 


a longtime scholar living in the various indigenous cultures of the middle east 

observed a habit that the Jews also had, 


of dividing the males and females during worship.  

He also noticed that women 


were typically not as broadly educated as the men in these cultures, 


because they remained in the home much like the Corinthians would have.  

Which meant they spoke the local dialect only 


and not the common trade language.  

In Corinth, 


it is likely Greek was not the women's strong suit.  

Which meant that if the meeting occurred mainly in Greek, 


everything said was not quite in the known language of the women, 



leaving two options.  

One is the bored student option, 


which meant, 



until the translation came, 


they heard nothing that had any meaning, 

which meant that they were bored 


and eventually talked amongst themselves, 



making it hard for the rest to hear the teacher. 

The other choice is the lost in translation option.  


When Lisa and I went to New Zealand, 



she had never been there like I had, 



she did not go to Seminary with a bunch of British speakers, 



nor did she have two siblings who had lived in Australia.  

So as we traveled, 


someone would give us directions, 


she would give me a look or ask me, 



“What did they just say?”  


I would then tell her chucks were chickens 


or cue was line, 


or bonnet and boot for hood and trunk of the car.  

With the women in Corinth not knowing all the terms, 


there was a chance that wives were calling across the room to their husband 



to translate what was just said.

This last explanation 


then brings us into the same issue that this passage is really addressing, 

chaotic worship that allows no one to be built up 


and everyone to go home under nourished.  

Paul is trying to get them to come and use their gifts and skills together well.  

He gives a sampling of the various things we could be bringing to this time together.  


Each of you may think of a different song during this sermon, 


or could pray a different prayer.  


When I open the evening service 



and bible studies to thoughts that the text inspired, 




they are quite a blessing.

They only remain a blessing 


because we were raised in a culture that raised its' hand.  

I don't know how often you try to listen to two conversations at once, 


but it is exhausting 


and very hard. 

Even more ridiculous 


is the British House of Commons or Lords.  

I don't know how they function, 


but everyone talking at one time 


trying to out shout the opponent 



is a hard way for democracy to happen.  

That is why Robert's Rules of Order are so valued in America.  


They bring order to the chaos.

Paul is calling for the same thing.  


Bring in your variety of gifts, 



but use them one at a time.  


And as the old saying goes, 



“Don't beat that horse to death.”  

Two or three people instruct, 


then move onto something else.  

As they do it, 


only one person at a time.  

That may sound logical, 


but remember that image of the house of commons 


and remember that there were competing camps in the Corinthian church.  

If one started to teach, 


someone from the other camp would likely step up



and try to gain everyone's attention on them and their ideas.  

So Paul gives them a quick and easy solution.  


One at a time, 



wait until you are called on.  

There is the final instruction from Paul, 


if you are talking 


and someone else is inspired by the Spirit 



let them have a voice 



and you sit down.  

As often happens in meeting, 


someone's thought or story 



inspires your thinking or your story.  

Paul then reminds us that we have control over our thoughts and Spirits.  


So we can wait till the other wraps up their thought 


and if the Spirit has moved someone else to speak at that time, 



it is probably about time we wrap up our thought.  

It is part of being in submission, 


controlling our desire to talk whenever we want.  

Women are told to have the same control as the Prophets and Tongue inspired members.

Notice that the directions for Speaking in a tongue and Prophecy are almost identical.  


2 or 3 max, 


one speaker at a time, 


and the submission to the Spirit to remain quiet 



when you are not doing something to build up the church.  


So if you have no interpreter, 



silence.  


If someone else is speaking, 



you are listening.

Also notice that with the prophetic word, 


the speaker is not alone in laboring at this time.  

The others should weigh carefully what is said.  


They are active listeners, 



which may be why the women wanted the translation now.  

The active listening 


is also why there is the call for limiting the number of people speaking.  

There were times when my instructors would say, 


we are going to spoon feed you this, 



because it is foundational material.  

There were other days when after 90 minutes straight, 


instructors have stopped and asked, 



“How are you doing? 



I know I have been unloading this on you like a fire hose.”  


My brain actually felt like there were so many ideas floating around my head, 



that I was waiting for the water to drain out of my ears and nose 




so that some of those ideas 





would find a place to anchor themselves in my brain.  


We need to do that for each other in the course of worship.  



We need to give space.  



We need to give room for silence.

God wants us to have Spirit led and filled worship.  

He wants you to be actively engaged.  


That is why we begin with me blessing you with, 



“The Lord be with You.” 


and You respond with 



“And also with you.”  

If neither one of us has the Lord with us, 


we might as well have everyone speaking at once 



with no interpreters.

Paul reminds us that there are ways the church has been doing things.  

If we are being led by the Spirit, 


we will see the wisdom of his words to us.  

If we ignore this wisdom, 


we will also find ourselves ignoring the Spirit, 


because we can only really listen to one conversation at a time.  

So be eager to prophesy 

and if someone has a way of interpreting the tongues they want to speak in, 


we should have that as part of our worship.  

With a Presbyterian heritage, 


we have the good and orderly conduct covered.  

We just need to make sure we are allowing the Spirit to work 


and preparing our hearts to bring pieces to worship that will build one another up.  

We have swung the opposite way of the Corinthians, 


but we may have over compensated.  

May we hear what the Lord has to say 


and apply it to our lives and our corporate time of worship together.
