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Sunday, December 8th – Isaiah 11:1-10
Sunday, December 15th – Micah 5:1-5
Sunday, December 22nd – Matthew 3:1-6
Tuesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve) – John 1:29-34

by Nate Brock, Associate Pastor
In recent years at Northside, the pastors put together a special Advent sermon series
to be preached in the sermons leading up to Christmas. The word advent comes from the
Latin word adventus, which means coming or appearing. Centuries ago, Christians adopted this term to refer to the weeks leading up to the day we’ve set aside to celebrate
the birth, or appearing, of our Lord Jesus Christ. At Northside, we select a theme or idea
related to Christ’s birth. For example, last year we focused on the idea that Jesus came as
light to a dark world.
After careful consideration and much prayer, I’m pleased to announce that the theme
for the 2019 Advent Sermon Series will be “Prepare the Way for the Messiah.” In this series,
Steve and I will preach from several passages of Scripture, both Old and New Testament,
which speak to the plan of the Lord to redeem a people and the preparation necessary
for that plan to be put into action. You will hear about the plan for a king to rule perfectly
over a perfect kingdom (Isaiah 11:1-10). You will hear about this promised king and what
his kingdom will look like (Micah 5:1-5). You will hear how God prepared the way for the
arrival of this Messiah and his kingdom by sending John the Baptist to pave the way for him
(Matthew 3:1-6). Finally, you will see the arrival of this Messiah and understand the reason
for his arrival (John 1:29-34).
We hope and pray that this series will be encouraging and edifying to you during this
Advent season. Please also consider these special sermons as an opportunity to invite
someone you know who is far from God to come and hear how God has come close to
us. Our hope and prayer is that God would receive all the glory and honor through these
sermons and that Christ will be exalted as King above all.
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by Jason Hammond, Missions Team Leader
As we enter the Christmas season, it’s that time again
when many of our Southern Baptist Churches think about
the Lottie Moon Christmas offering. While some of SBC
churches may emphasize this offering more than others,
the Lottie Moon Christmas offering still remains an integral
part of SBC life. I think of the old hymn entitled “We have
a story to tell the nations” written by Ernest Nichols in 1896.
I remember singing this at my sending off ceremony as a
Journeyman just completing training to head to the mission
field for two years.
Lottie Moon, for whom the offering is named, spent
much of her life in China and she loved the Chinese people with all her heart. She went there in 1873 and remained
there until her death. She was about 72 years old and her
health was deteriorating. As a matter of fact, Lottie Moon
passed away on Christmas Eve, December 24, 1912 on her
voyage back to the US while she was traveling through
Kobe, Japan. Because she passed away in December, it is
a good time to think about her dedication to missions and
give to the offering named in her honor. However, the spirit
of Lottie Moon, the love of missions Southern Baptists have,
and the motivation dedicated Southern Baptists have to
share the love of Christ with the lost, lives throughout the
year!
Personally, I have a close connection with the spirit of
this offering for several reasons. Two of the most transforming years of my life were spent as a Journeyman in Japan
after my college graduation. Did you know because you
gave, I was able to spend two years in a country that has
one of the highest cost of living in the world without raising
any support whatsoever. It was all giving by you! I was able
to come alongside real, live, career missionaries and see
them in action, learn from them and later emulate their lifestyle in various ways even after coming back to the states.
Thank you!
In another way I have experienced the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering is the wonderful lady I married 10 years
ago. There were a couple of missionaries that felt God’s
call and went to Pingtung Taiwan because they loved Jesus and felt the call. A young girl, whom you now know
at Northside Baptist Church, met these missionaries and
they told her that Jesus loves her and He died for her. She
couldn’t understand why someone she never knew would die for her. That did not make sense to her. I have
been to this city at least 4 times and do you realize Shawna may have been the only person on that busy street
they may have ever heard that. She had no idea! Now my wife is always looking for ways to share the love of
Christ with others no matter where they are from. Your offering helped pave the way for missionaries to go to
Taiwan to share with my wife the love Jesus had for her and why he died for her.
Since 2010 when we lived in Louisville, we have been actively involved in sharing in the lives of the Chinese
people. Lottie may be very surprised that there are many people from China (as well as other countries) living in
the United States. We now have the opportunity to do international missions without leaving the US.
The world is a much different place than when Lottie served in China and the country where she served
continues to change at a rapid place. However, God is still calling people to places everywhere and to places
where many, many challenges exist. But the message of the Gospel is still the same and the urgency is like never
before.
I hope this Christmas season you will have a chance to think a little more about this offering and
what it means in life of Southern Baptists. Pray about how you can help send those who are being
called like Lottie Moon, the missionaries that I served with as a Journeyman, and the missionaries in
Taiwan who met my wife and shared the love of Christ with her.
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Our Metro Baptist Center at 952 N. Pennsylvania
is preparing to bless families at Christmas. Northside is collecting chicken soup to go in the food
baskets. Here is the schedule:
• Bring cans of chicken soup and gift donations to Northside by Sunday, December 15.
• Thursday, December 19 Food Basket assembly, 7:00 to 8:30 PM at
the Baptist Center
• Saturday, December 21 Food Basket Distribution 9:00 AM-3:00 PM at
the Baptist Center
Northside is collecting 1,000 cans of
chicken noodle soup.

December 2019

Toys and Gifts for Families
with Children

This year, the Baptist Center will feature a new way of distributing toys to
needy families. Parents will be given
the opportunity to “shop” for their
children at a special Christmas store
at the Baptist Center. This way they
can select toys appropriate for their
child and the gifts will be given by
the parents or guardian.
Northside will take a group to the
Baptist Center on Wednesday, December 18, 6:00 - 8:00 PM to help at
the Christmas store. Please let John
Reeder know if you are available.
Toy and Gift Suggestions: stuffed animals, dolls, balls, cars, games, crayons, coloring books, books, hats,
gloves, scarves, socks.
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April-Awana Grand Prix
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”Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel, which means God
with us.” -Matthew 1:23
Dear Northside,
Tis the season of Christmas letters, so we thought we
would write and tell you some of the joys we experienced this year in Northside Kids! We are excited as
we look forward to our Happy Birthday Jesus party this
December. It’s a time for all of us to focus our hearts on
the true meaning of this season. As we put ornaments
on the tree, we will discover twelve names of Jesus. As
we look forward to this special time, it is also a time to
look back at the memories we’ve shared together in
Northside Kids together. Here are some of the highlights from this year!

May-Recharge:

Northside Kids ministry leaders gathered
to be encouraged

June-Dad Derby-

Lots of dads and kids
raced together.

February-Janice
begins as Grade
School Coordinator

Our children’s ministry
team is announced.

April-Easter Egg Hunt
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July-In

the Wild VBS-We averaged about 100 each
day with leaders and kids! (continued on page 5)
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November-Karen

December 2019

White visited Awana and AHG
to share about their ministry in Columbia! We also hosted Parent’s Night Out.

August-Danielle

Root becomes Preschool Coordinator. We also prayed over our
students as they went back to
school. Praise Factory started
again after a summer break.
We also hosted Parent’s Night
Out this month.

September-Awana and
American Heritage Girls restarted

October-Kids dressed as their favorite character for December-Please join us as we celebrate our Savan Awana theme night

ior’s birth together on Wednesday, December 4 in Kid’s
Cove! Bring a gift to put under the tree for a child in
need.
We want to thank all of our volunteers in Northside Kids!
Many of you serve in more than one ministry, and we
are grateful for your time and energy as you serve our
Savior and our children. May God bless you in a special
way this Christmas season!
”I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always
in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer
with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from
the first day until now.”-Phillipians 1:3-6
Love,
Dani and Janice
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Christmas at Covenant Foods

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
It’s Christmastime! At Covenant Foods in December that means lots of things...
•
•

•

•

•

It’s time to offer a turkey breast, stuffing, cranberries
and other seasonal items as choices on our weekly
menu.
It’s time to host weekly
parties offering finger
foods like sandwiches
and cookies with coffee and water to each
guest and volunteer.
It’s time to anticipate
caring for lots of guests
in just three weeks since
this year the last two
Tuesdays in December
are Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve. We announced to our guests
in November that we
will not be open those
nights. We have been
averaging over 100
guests each month
and actually served 133
families in October. So
we could easily have 40
families or more each
week.
It’s time to share a special gift with each family. This year it is a stocking full of small gifts like a
$5 gas card, a candy cane with an explanation
of how it symbolizes Jesus, cocoa mix, hand lotion,
and other items.
It’s time to share the true meaning of Christmas as
counselors sit and talk with each person. Also they
receive the special card seen here with the plan of
salvation on the reverse side.

Galatians 4:4-5 says, “But when the fulness of time
came, God sent forth His Son, born under the Law, in
order that He might redeem those who were under
the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”
(NASB) Other versions say He did this “when the time
was completed” or “at the perfect time”. God had
the perfect time to send this most precious gift planned
from the beginning of time. Throughout this
past year, over and over, we have also seen
God’s perfect timing meet all of our needs.
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At a time when our budget offerings were a little
low, He sent a local business to donate over 1,000 cans
of vegetables. And Fresh Thyme donated 50 packages
of chicken wings and breasts that we froze and added
as a meat choice.

On a night when our ‘free’ tables were overflowing, he
sent us 38 families. On a night when our ‘free’ tables
were a bit sparse He sent us 14 families.
At a time when volunteers were ill or recovering
from surgery or making plans to be gone for a few
months to warmer climates, He lead new volunteers to
step up and ask, “How can I help?”
At a time when we asked you to support a special
project, like our Christmas stocking gifts, He prompted
you to give so generously.
These are just a few examples of how in His perfect
timing He has met each need at Covenant Foods. Even
if you are not on the official volunteer list, your prayers
and donations make it possible for this outreach ministry to our neighborhood to continue to impact the lives
of people at Christmastime and throughout the year.
Have a wonderful Christmas knowing that your praying, caring, serving, and giving has made life a little
brighter for so many!
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Baby Blankets at Belles’ Brunch

Our very special guest speaker at Northside Women’s
event, Belles’ Brunch, on December 7 will be returning
to the mission field soon. There she will be ministering to
expectant mothers as they prepare for childbirth. We
would like to send her back with 150 receiving blankets. These are small, simple blankets available at local
discount stores for a reasonable price. If you would like
to help and you’re planning to come to Belles’ Brunch,
please pick up a package of the blankets to bring with
you. Please do not bring large blankets, as packing
space is at a premium. Thank you for helping our precious missionary!

Christmas Love Offering for Our Staff
This Christmas are you making a list and checking it
twice? If so, your gift list is sure to include your family and
close friends. Also, for some of us, there may be gifts
for the mailman, paperboy, hairstylist, school teacher,
boss, small group leader, and so on. All of these people
deserve your thoughtfulness. However, we hope that
you prayerfully consider putting our pastors and church
staff high on that list. As you know, this has been a year
of change leaving a vacancy in the senior pastor position. Our pastors and staff have stepped up in incredible ways to carry on the ministries of our church, sacrificing even more of their time and energy. They know
they are loved but we hope you will give as generously
as possible to show them our love in a tangible way.
You can give on-line with push-pay or in an envelope
found on the back of the pews. Either way, make sure
it’s clearly marked as designated for ‘Staff Love Offering’. For any questions, talk to someone on the personnel committee. Thank you in advance.
~The Personnel Team

Deck the Halls!

Our annual evening for decorating the facility is
Wednesday, December 4. The more the merrier - come
enjoy some cookies and hot chocolate in the Welcome
Center starting at 6:30, then roll up your sleeves as we
dig out the trees and tinsel.

Northside Student MInistry

Our Junior High and High School students are meeting
at Nate and Rachel Brock’s house on Friday, December 13 at 7 PM. No need to bring anything, but please
invite a friend. Contact Nate for directions.

December 20, 2019

Merry Christmas from all of us! ~Your Northside Staff:
Nate, John, Micah, Janice, Dani, Barbara, Bev and Jan

Lunch at Northside at 11 AM in the Fireside Room
then carpool to Hilbert Circle Theatre
Show starts at 2 PM
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Join the ladies of Northside
Baptist Church as we fellowship
together by exchanging cookies by the dozens. We’ll package them to give to neighbors,
friends, and teachers (or to be
eaten up by our families). Sign
up and give us a prefered cookie and an alternate choice. (You
only need to make one type.)
Someone will contact you about
which cookie you will make and
how many to bring. We estimate
between 3 and 4 dozen. Hope
to see you there!
Please sign up in the bulletin
or go to the Northside Women
Facebook page to sign up
online.
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Women’s
Ministry
Team

Kala Slack
Linda Loveless

Kathy Martine

Christina Rees

Jan Jeter

Peggy Abram

Creative Crafting

Thursday, January 16 at 6 PM in Kids Cove

Ladies, save the date in January as we kick off another
year of Creative Crafting with a fun project: frosted
mason jar candle holders. Cost for materials is $5/person. Bring a food item to share and bring a friend!

Stephanie Short

Rachel Brock

Judy O’Neil

Phyllis Rudisill

Transformed: April 17-18, 2020 at Northside

Northside Women have a fun
way of getting to know each
other. Meet Me for Tea is a
regular get-together in the Fireside Room on the first Saturday
of the month, 11 AM to 1 PM.
Please plan to bring a salad to
share and your favorite mug/
cup for tea or coffee.

Next
meeting is
Saturday,
February 1
at 11 AM in
the Fireside
Room.
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God, Government, and the Gospel
“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities” (Romans 13:1).

Save the Date!
Secret Church is Friday, April 24, 2020
Why “Secret Church?”
The idea behind Secret Church comes from time David Platt spent teaching and ministering among underground Asian house-churches. Due to hostility from the
government, from the surrounding community, and
even from their own family, many of our brothers and
sisters in Christ around the world are forced to gather in
secret, sometimes at the risk of their lives.
The plight of our persecuted brothers and sisters also
explains why prayer for the persecuted church is a major part of every Secret Church gathering. We remember those who cannot meet openly, asking God to sustain their faith, to change the hearts and
the actions of their persecutors, and to use
their witness for the spread of the gospel.
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But what if you don’t agree with who those authorities
are and how they are governing? How does this apply
to different types of governments in different parts of
the world? How does this command apply to the persecuted? In summary, how should Christians relate to
government? Should we gladly submit to government,
work to change government, or both, or neither? And
what do Christians do when they disagree about political positions and personalities, cultural concerns and
challenges?
Secret Church 20 will explore how the gospel transforms
the way followers of Jesus relate to governing authorities in any nation for the glory of God in all nations. The
purpose of this Secret Church is definitively not to advocate for a political position, party, or candidate in any
particular country. The purpose of this Secret Church is
to establish biblical foundations for understanding how
the character of God and the content of the gospel
totally transform the way Christians relate to government.
Along the way, we will examine how these biblical foundations help Bible-believing Christians promote love
and preserve unity even when we disagree on policies
and politics. Ultimately, we will encourage one another
to live faithfully as citizens of heaven while we’re citizens on earth. (from secretchurch.radical.net)
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Our Staff
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor
Janice Morrow
jmorrow@northsideindy.org
Grade School Coordinator
Danielle Root
Preschool Coordinator

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM in D100

Covenant Foods: Tuesdays, 4-6:30 PM

Northside’s food pantry is open each Tuesday 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM. Our mission to feed the hungry in our community goes beyond supplying physical
needs and feeds the soul. Our volunteers and counselors truly care about
the guests who come seeking help each week. Everyone who visits will see
the love of God on the faces of those who greet them. No one goes away
empty. Praise the Lord!

Dickerson:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Brock:
Sunday eve. 863-307-9492
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

