W, H., Smith IFamily

Ko list of the carly sebilers of Calhoun County would be complete
v houtl e name of the family of W. M. Umith, for his father, Henry

.
I, settied here in 1845, just five yeaurs after the organization
> county.
{erry Smith came here frorm Germany in that year, landing at Indian
Toint, meore familiarly known today as 0ld Town. He soon secured a
. Trow the povernment-640 acres in Mason County. lHc held
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v s ming the dimo thot the Henry Snmith Lfamily lived in Indian-

Ve Aped, EL T omith wou bpra i 1858, e lived his early life on hisg

Cothow'sn raceh there. YWhen the storm ol 1886 overtook that community,
WL Smibho was in business, o in the same year he and Mr. J. B. Mahon
wope bwo of the first ones to move to Port Lavaca to establich their
homes ane businesscs.

Hoving merried Alice E. Rahtgens, andther native of Indianola,

X

they moved hcre, and Mr. Smith, witlh his brother-in-law founded the
Uirm of Rahitgens and Uwmith Dumber Yard., Later Mr. Smith bought out his
nartners iaterest and operated it until 1912, After selling the lumber
businces, hoe lormed another parinership with his son, W. H. omith, Jr.
and they owaed and operated a ship chandlery until 1938.

S Many iotercosting incldentis were related by lir. Umith regarding
£3oe he wes a irail driver on the old Chisholm Trail, back in 1878
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. +hov arove herds through sirange and often hostilce territory to
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Dodge City. Tuese trail herds, numbering hundreds of thousands marked
a delinite era and chenge in Texas history and development.
i f1dpen arc Henriettz Louisa, now Mrs. F. J. Ullrich, residing

Yew Mexico, W. . SmithdJr., Port Lavaca, Owen Smith, Tort
7155 ustelle, who was marriea to Grover®¥efore her death,
sith, Yort Lavaca; Harry C. Smith, Miss Jrma M., and

is ¥rs. C. B. Blder, all of Port Lavaca.
r53t three children were born in Indianola. W. H. Jr, Owen
ry C. Smith are all partners in the Smith Bros. Scafood Co.
{5 in the dredging business, Harry C. also is interestedin
ith Co., is Humble Q0il Agont, Miss Irma is employed at the
vost oiiice, and Mrs. C, B. Elder ig dcputy tax assessor.

V. I, Smith served as the first commissioner of Precinct Number
Or.e when the County seal was moved to Port Lavaca after the '86 storm.
Ge hao already served in that capacity in Indianola.

Mo Smith family has contributed a great deal to the social and
econonic development oi Cailhoun County. Their inlfluence end support

have alwayos becn found dbehind all movements and projects tending to
Lenefit their community. :
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cepied from Section 1, page 6 of the Calhoun County
Centennial and Golden Jubilec Historical Kdition of the Port Lavaca
Wave, publishied Port Lavaca, Texas, liay 16, 1940, by lMrs. J. W, Boyd,
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