Come worship with us
and bring a friend!
Early Worship 9:15 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.

Tower Submissions
Articles for the Tower may be
sent via e-mail directly to the church at
office@fcctwinsburg.org
Feb articles due: Jan 18
Note: Committee notes need to be received by
Monday prior to scheduled council meeting.

On the square in Twinsburg
since 1848
Church: 330-425-2181
e-mail: office@fcctwinsburg.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

A Publication of the First Congregational Church of Twinsburg
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9050 Church Street
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A message from your Pastor...
“I am about
to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” We find these words in the 43rd chapter of Isaiah. They are prophetic
words shared with a people that yearned for both direction and assurance.
“Never place a period where God has placed a comma.” The phrase is attributed to comedienne Gracie Allen. Gracie was part of the comedic team Burns and Allen, yes, she was the
wife of George Burns. Gracie died decades before her husband and the story goes that after
her death, George went to sort through her papers, and on top of everything in her desk, he
found an envelope addressed to him. The note simply read, “George, never place a period
where God places a comma.” I can only imagine that in his grief George was also seeking
both direction and assurance.
The comma has become an identifying symbol for the United Church of Christ. Just over a
decade ago a campaign was launched to witness to the inclusive nature of our faith tradition
and our yearning to be a place where all people could find both direction and assurance for
their lives. Television ads accompanied the campaign. One clip showed a traditional family
sitting in a traditional church. A woman nearby struggles with a crying baby, the traditional
family glares disapprovingly. And the next thing you see is the mother and child being ejected
from their seats and out of the church (literally ejected, flying up and into the air…and of
course out of the church). What then follows is more people being ejected from their pews; a
gay couple, a Middle Eastern looking man. People being not only ejected but obviously rejected by the church. And then the clip concludes with a very simple message, “God doesn’t
reject people. Neither do we.” In a similar fashion a second ad ran that showed a line of
people getting ready to enter church, and two burly men lifting a red velvet rope to allow the
“right kind of” people to enter. Others in line are turned away with comments such as ‘no,
step aside please’, and ‘I don’t think so’. A person in a wheelchair, two men holding hands,
those of differing skin tones. And again, the ending of the ad, ‘Jesus didn’t turn people away.
Neither do we. The United Church of Christ. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here.’

I have found my home within this faith tradition because of the ideas that nobody is turned
away or rejected (or ejected!) and our emphasis that God is still speaking. We are a place of
both direction and assurance.
The above advertisements were not aired by most television stations, they were seen as too
controversial. Go figure, an invitation for those who have been turned away from the church
being rejected (but they did end up going viral on the web!). Prophetic words and actions are
often met with resistance and fear. Isaiah and the other prophets of their times experienced
this. Jesus most certainly did.
As a congregation our Sunday morning worship is rightfully an important time to those who
have called this church home for years. For some heritage with this church can be traced back
to its origins. History can be important. At the same time, I hope we recognize our call and
mission is to also be a place of direction and assurance for those who are seeking a safe and
affirming place, often for those who have been turned away or felt rejected elsewhere.

A decade before the impactful ‘Ejector Seat’ and ‘Bouncer’ ads connected with many seeking
direction and assurance, work was completed on another way of reaching out to all people
and reminding us that our God is still speaking. In 1995 the Pilgrim Press issued The New Century Hymnal. In the forward Thomas E. Dipko, then the Executive Vice Present for Homeland
Ministries shared that the hymnal is ‘…at best, the contribution of the United Church of Christ
to the larger quest of the universal church to praise God faithfully in each generation. It is
however, a hymnal boldly committed to a spirit of inclusiveness. It welcomes and celebrates
the diversity of all the people of God as surely as it confesses the mystery of diversity within
God the Holy Trinity.’ This new expression of hymnody built upon what had been provided to
the church by the same publisher, Pilgrim Press, more than sixty-five years prior (our red hymnal).
Some of you have asked why I prefer to primarily draw from the black hymnal in our pews.
The New Century gives to us new songs to learn and sing while also containing beloved standards from previous generations. Yes, at times the wording has been changed. I for one, have
no problem with people continuing to sing the lyrics they are comforted by even as others
may sing the new words as they feel welcomed into our church family.
Of these things I am sure of. God is still speaking. God is still singing. God is still loving.
And that no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are most certainly welcome here. May all who enter here find direction and assurance for their lives.
Pastor David

Good Shepherd Christian Church
invites you to

Pastor David invites
you to join him
Sunday
1:00pm – 2:00pm
Thursday
6:15pm – 7:15pm.
4 PM - 5:30 PM
1ST & 3RD SUNDAYS OF MONTH
9571 Shepard Rd, Macedonia/Twinsburg

Volunteers are always needed.
Please see Pastor David if interested.
Volunteers are the building blocks of our
church. We are looking for individuals
interested in helping with different committees and groups within the church.
With the new changes to the constitution,
these committees and groups allow for
much flexibility to your busy schedules.

Committee and Groups Include:
Deacons, Trustees, Benevolence, Stewardship, Christian Education, Memorial, Altar
Guild, Moderator(s), Fellowship, Women’s
Fellowship, Coffee Hour, 5K Race, Lay
Reader, Ushers Children’s Moment.
If you are interested, please see
Aaron Mayer, Will Adams or Rich Bissell.

Toward the end of January, we will resume
our shared conversation times. We will use
the book, ‘If the Church Were Christian:
Rediscovering the Values of Jesus’ as our
launching point. This book by author Philip
Gulley contains ten provocative chapters
with discussion questions for each. Our first
session will ask us to consider ‘if the church
were Christian, Jesus would be a model for
living rather than an object of worship’. Our
Sunday discussion times will change to
1:00pm and our Thursday get togethers will
continue to meet at 6:15pm. Those times
don’t work for you? Consider still getting a
book and feel free to find times to chat with
Pastor David throughout the week. Books
can be found at local libraries, bookstores, or
ordered online. If you need help ordering a
book just let the church office know and we
can look to place a group order.
Sunday conversation dates; 1/20, 1/27, 2/3,
2/10, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24
Thursday conversation dates; 1/24, 1/31,
2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28

Sunday Worship

A View from the Hills

Beginning with Epiphany Sunday, January 6,
Pastor David will be using the Narrative Lectionary for the basis of his preaching and
teaching texts in worship. This way of following biblical passages invites a worship community to explore and engage our scriptures
in story form rather than the smaller snippets
of the Revised Common Lectionary that at
times feel randomly placed. The Narrative
Lectionary still aligns with the church year
and it’s holy days. An additional benefit is
the opportunity to form bible study groups to
meet around theses preached passages. We
will be following the Gospel of Matthew up
until Easter.
Our January passages are;

Sunday, January 13th we welcome Joyce
Oyler, Outdoor Ministries Coordinator for
our Ohio Conference. She is also the
Associate Pastor at Highwater UCC in
Newark. Joyce will be giving the morning
message during our 10:30am service. Joyce
will be available during coffee hour to answer questions about camps. We will then
host a gathering at 2:00pm for area UCC
pastors and leaders to come and learn
about our summer camping programs and
other happenings at Templed Hills. This is
a great time to learn about what is happening with our wider church. Come join us!

1/6 Matthew 2: 1-23. The Magi Visit
1/13 Matthew 3: 1-17. The Baptism of Jesus
1/20 Matthew 4: 1-17. Tempted in the
Wilderness
1/27 Matthew 5: 1-20. The Beatitudes

Fellowship
is looking for your ideas!
We’d love to know your
thought and ideas about
activities or projects you
would like to do…
we are always looking for ways to promote
our desire for Food, Fun and Fellowship!
Contact Terri Bissell for more information

will once again help support part of the
youth's registration cost for current "active
members" to attend Templed Hills Camp this
summer.
Contact Lisa Mayer if interested

Please join us for our
Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 27 after the 10:30 worship
Come be a part of our new beginnings!
CHURCH BENEVOLENCE FUND
Did you know there is a fund made available
to the pastor to assist members of our
church and our community? Who is helped
is kept confidential. The amount given to
help while not overwhelming can be
enough to help make a difference for someone. If you are interested in giving toward
this fund we welcome your contributions.

Church camps are not just for kids and youth
Are you an adult who has the time and the interest in exploring being a counselor? We have camps
throughout the summer that could use good hearted and caring adults. Unlike the movies, camp counseling is not just for older teens looking to get away from the summer. We have full week and half week
camp experiences where the love of God is shown through both nature and nurture. Pastor David is leading a few of these weeks and invites you to consider joining him. If the weeks he is leading don’t fit your
calendar he can suggest other camps to explore volunteering with. So, what is David leading you ask?
June 9 – 15 he will be directing Edge, a new camp that is designed for those seeking something just a bit
different by design; sleeping in primitive cabins, preparing meals over camp fires, blazing trails, and more.
Possibly interested in more mission type experiences? July 14 – 20 is our Mission Week.
There will be a camp that
works from Templed Hills for
the week working to address
poverty in the surrounding
area. And at the same time
there is a group that will be
heading to Black Mountain
NC for the week for similar
experiences.
All the camps that David is
leading are for youth who
have completed grades 6-12.
as young as those coming
out of first grade.

January Worship Helpers
Lay Readers
1/6 Dan Richner
1/13 -

Terri Bissell

1/20 -

Will Adams

1/27 -

Gayle Davet

Ushers
1/2 Don & Shari Schultz
1/13 -

Ardith Karse &

Bonnie Williams
1/20 - Cheryl Hayes & JoAnne Terry
1/27 - Denice & Rick Sheehan
children’s Sermons
1/2 - Pastor David
1/13 - Joyce Oyler
1/20 - Pastor David
1/27 - Gayle Davet
Pastor David invites our youth
who are in grades 6-12 to join
him on Sunday, January 13
from 12:30 - 1:30pm for a
pizza get together.
This will be an opportunity to
get to know each other.
Hope to see you there!

January 28
6 pm
Mavis Winkles

Wednesday
January 16
6 pm

Meredith & Chris Bambalis
Barbara C (Eleanor Rea’s Sister)
Marty Berger
Kelly Cornell & Family
Lenny Diederich
Makenzie Dougherty
Chad Evans
Betty Eshelman
George & Bess Ficken
David (son of George & Bess Ficken)
Millie Frieling
Phillis Gugliotta
Scott Hernandez
Sally Hickman
Kathryn (Terri Bissell’s friend)
Doug & Claudia Lillibridge
Rev. Tom Long
Vince Miozzi
Paul Munn
Joyce Mincer
Marion Olsen
Ruth Ann Parks (and her family)
Sarah Rea (Eleanor’s Granddaughter)
Marge Roberts
Ken Roddie
Giz Roddie
Dottie Oliver
Jill Rothermund (Eleanor Rea’s niece)
Dave Rubinski
Carolyn Rutan
Seth (Terri Bissell’s friend)
Linda Weiner
Mike Smith
Lou Ella Kaskey
Ray Berry
Lois Pierce
Martha Harris
Tierra Rhodes
Rachel Smolik

Sunday

6

Monday

7p Trustees

6:30 p Free Motion
Quilters

6p Pub theology@
Mavis Winkles

28

21
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7

7p Scouts

7p Scouts

7p Scouts

Tuesday

First Congregational Church of Twinsburg
United Church of Christ

9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Communion
Children’s Sermon
13
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Worship
Children’s Sermon
Guest Speaker
Choir Sings
1:00 – 3:00 Youth Mtg.
20
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Worship
Children’s Sermon
1:00 – 2:00 Table Talk
27
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Worship
Choir Sings
Children’s Sermon
1:00 – 2:00 Table Talk
Annual Meeting
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6p Soup Supper
7p Council
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Saturday

10

18

26

Friday

17
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January
Thursday

10a Knitwitters &
Seekers

24

7:30 p Choir Rehearsal

10 a Knitwitters &
Seekers

10a Knitwitters &
Seekers
6:15 – 7:15p Table Talk
7:30p Choir Rehearsal
31

6:15 – 7:15p Table Talk

