


Law and Legislation

A complaint that did resonate in 
California this past year was that the bill 
would not result in much money pouring 
into state coffers. And while regulation 
would introduce much-needed consumer 
protection, neither consumers or the media 
identi�ed that as a priority. Therefore, we are 
not likely to see a groundswell of constituents 
standing up and applauding a legislator for 
their vote in support of this bill; this has been 
a bill driven by state interests and interest 
groups, not public clamor.  

Then there was the timing. The end of a 
legislative session is chaotic in the best of 
circumstances, with hundreds of bills in �ux 
and myriad amendments to those bills, both 

big and small. For legislators, absorbing all 
the fast-moving changes to hundreds of bills 
is an impossible feat by itself. Now add in 
the confusion caused by the many switched 
allegiances at the end of the session, all 
played out to an unsympathetic fanfare in 
the newspapers.

Where to next year?
Some of these issues are �xable, even it 
means initially rowing against the current. 
The place to start would be with a bill, 

blessed by the regulators, that provides 
common-sense protection to the public 
without overzealous micro-management 
hard coded into the bill or a bloated 

regulatory apparatus. Also, one which 
provides a level playing �eld for card rooms 
and tribes, and sets out clear public bene�ts. 

History has shown that currents, both 
political and legislative, can change direction. 
If every other issue and distraction can be 
eliminated, then we will know if PokerStars 
and its allies can stop legislation.

“If every other issue and distraction can be 
eliminated, then we will know if PokerStars and its 
allies can stop legislation.”
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