Fair Grove Historical and Preservation Society

See How Far We’ve Come

The Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony …
… that took place Saturday, December 5, 2015,
was a great success. The weather was neither too
hot nor too cold, everyone was pleased with the
attendance at the Breakfast with Santa at Hilltop
Pizza, shoppers visited the many stores on the
Square, numerous entries made the parade very
enjoyable, the entertainment by the Fair Grove
Singing Eagles and the High School choir was
excellent as usual, and the hot cocoa and cookies
rounded out the evening. The Society would like to
thank the Chamber of Commerce and Fair Grove
School for the homemade cookies. They were
delicious. Also a big thank you goes out to the
teachers and students of the two music groups.

SOCIETY MEETINGS

RESERVING THE MILL PROPERTY
To reserve the Wommack Mill grounds for meetings,
parties or weddings, call Ellen Carter, at 833-4159. She
will be happy to give you the particulars in regards to
cost, cleanup and so forth.
The application to use the mill is being revised to
include the gazebo. The cost of using each facility is:
Kitchen - $35
Gazebo - $50
Mill
- $75
Cleaning deposit - Mill - $75*
Cleaning deposit - Gazebo - $25*

*The cleaning deposit is refunded if the user
leaves the property as clean as they found it.

1932 documentary
Triple Garage Robberies

The monthly meetings will be held the second
Tuesday of every month, at 7:30 p.m., at the Fair
Grove Lions Club building: Feb. 9, March 8, April
12, May 10, June 14, 2016. Everyone is encouraged
to attend—to get involved.

Christmas Party
The Society’s Christmas party was well
attended, the food was delicious as usual and the
gift exchange was quite lively. Some of the presents
were, to say the least, surprising. The huge stocking
full of a large variety of things was fought over, as
was the assortment of items from 3-M.

FGHPS Memberships
Membership dues are due the first of each year.
Please see the end flap of this newsletter for details.
Thanks!

Mark these dates:

40th Annual Fair Grove Ice Cream Social,
July 16, 2016, 39th Annual Fair Grove Heritage
Reunion, September 24 and 25, 2016 and the annual
Christmas parade and tree lighting ceremony,
December 3, 2016

“HELD AS BANDITS” DVDs, $15 each, are
available by contacting Marilyn Smith, 833-3467,
or at Somewhere In Time, on the Fair Grove square.
The three locations robbed were: Clifford
Shewmaker’s station located north of Fair Grove,
near the bridge, on Highway 65, Clyde Cathey’s
station located across from the current Fair Grove
High School, and the Upper garage located in the
southeast corner of Fair Grove’s square. Numerous
Fair Grove residents star in the documentary.
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Cowboy Church

Booth Spaces

In November, Heath Anderjaska and Tom
Lenox addressed the group concerning the
possibility of the Cowboy Church meeting in the
south room of the Wommack Mill. A motion was
made and seconded to let the Cowboy Church use
the mill on Sunday mornings, at no charge, in
exchange for help with projects.
Prior to the Christmas tree lighting
ceremony, members of the church arrived to help
replace bulbs on the high areas of the mill, and to do
other things. Thanks! Your help is greatly
appreciated.

Booths are filling fast. If you or any of your
friends wish to have a booth for the 2016 Reunion,
go to fghps.org and download an application.

Sign by the Highway
Leon Beaty said off and on for several years,
the Society has tried to get a sign on the highway.
The request for a sign was turned down by the
highway department, but more recently the prospect
of getting such a sign looks a little better. The cost
of the sign could be split with the Chamber of
Commerce. Details are being worked out.

Re-enactors posed last spring during the
filming of a documentary about three robberies that
occurred in Fair Grove on Mach 9, 1932. As the
sign indicates, Frank King owned the mill at that
time. He sold it to Clifford Wommack in 1943, and
it was operated as a feed mill until his death in
1969. In 1984, the Fair Grove Historical and
Preservation Society purchased the mill and two
adjoining
acres
from
Ethel
Wommack.
photographed by Ron McGinnis.
The calendars are available for $3 each, plus
$2 postage, by calling 417-833-3467, or by stopping
by the Fair Grove Pharmacy, located to the north of
the Wommack Mill.

Lisa Bernet came to the January meeting
and presented information concerning the Constant
Content site that will feature information about the
Historical Society. Also, she will have a base of email addresses that can receive reminders about
monthly meetings, events taking place and other
things.
The above poster will appear in the April
issue of 417 Magazine. Bernet said, “The plan is to
also put it on the Chamber website and maybe the
City website (and others that want to share it) and
on social sites like facebook to get the most bang
for our buck. We hope to have an active link to a
micro-site that has clickable links about things to do
in Fair Grove on a day trip.”
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Upcoming Events
Prior to May 7, a large, clear top tent will be
erected on the Mill Branch Pasture, north of the
Wommack Mill, near the pavilion. On the evening
of the 7th, students in their party attire will arrive for
the first ever prom to be held at this location.
On Saturday, March 19, numerous areas
around the Wommack Mill will be utilized for the
annual Easter egg hunt. Children from all
over the area are invited to come to this fun event.

Tribute to Darrell Carter

Many years ago, a group of Fair Grove
residents and their visitors gathered on the Fair
Grove square to sing Christmas carols. Darrell and
Ellen Carter were among those who braved the
chilly temperatures that evening. Since that time,
both Darrell and Ellen have been very active in the
Fair Grove Historical Society; Darrell - board
member and vice president, and Ellen - treasurer.
This past week, Darrell went home to be with his
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He was a dear, sweet
fellow, and will be missed by all who knew him.
During the years I wrote for Ozarks Senior
Living Newspaper, I interviewed Darrell. The June
2001 article was titled, “All Rolled Into One, An
Outstanding Father, Grandfather and More.” I
wrote, “If you were to ask any of Darrell Carter’s
ten children (five of which he inherited when he
married their mother, Ellen), somewhere around
thirty grandchildren and seven great grandchildren
what it takes to be a wonderful father, grandfather
and great grandfather, they would surely answer,
‘love and patience,’ with a little mischief thrown in.
The mischief part was inherited from his father and

uncle. They pulled some pretty good stunts in their
day.
“Darrell grew up on his parent’s farm, in
Grant County, Oklahoma. His father operated steam
engines, threshers and headers. Darrell’s childhood
exposure is probably why he still volunteers to
operate such early day marvels at the Fair Grove
Heritage Reunion and the Ozark Steam Engine
Association show, in Republic. In addition to his
interest in steam engines, he served for five years as
president of the Early Day Gas Engine and Tractor
Association, Branch 16, with its headquarters in
Republic. He takes his 1948 Massey-Harris ‘Pony’
and 1949C Allis Chalmers tractors to various events
including the Ozark Empire Fair.
“Being allowed to drive one of the two cars,
a 1928 Chevrolet truck and a Model A Ford, his
parents used when they moved from Oklahoma to
Marshfield, Missouri, in 1948, may have been what
whetted his appetite for the 1931 four-door
Hupmobile, 1962 Studebaker and an old
International truck he now owns. He also has four
1928 Chevrolets that are in various stages of
restoration.
“If what has already been mentioned isn’t
enough to keep him occupied, he goes to a lot of
shows, all over the country, demonstrating the craft
of turning whole kernel corn into chicken feed,
grits, cornmeal and cornscratch. He has all the
necessary items, such as a sheller, corn grinder and
sifter (which he made himself), to captivate his
audience. Children are especially fascinated with
this almost lost art.”
Darrell’s vast knowledge of everything
pertaining to machinery, made him a valuable asset
to the Society. When the mill was being readied to
grind corn, it was Darrell who helped with the
details of what needed to be done. The same was
true when the sawmill was being readied to saw
logs. When you visited the Heritage Reunion, it was
Darrell who operated the steam engine. Also, you
probably saw him giving tours and explaining what
this piece and that piece of machinery did. I could
keep going, but the things Darrell has done down
through the years are too numerous to mention
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Memberships are due
each January
Please furnish us with your e-mail
address, so you can receive updates,
including the newsletter
electronically.
Thanks!
2016 Board members
and Society officers
Leon Beaty, Chairman of the Board
Mark McCarty, board member
Mary Terry, board member
Larry Schletty, board member
Rick Stein, board member
Carl Buckner, president
Linda Brooks, vice-president
Ellen Carter, treasurer
Marilyn K. Smith, secretary

Jack Lucas Supervising
the siding work on the
mill.
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