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Hawk Family Foundation donates $10K

Hundreds attend disABILITY conference

Allied Services accepts a $10,000 donation from the Hawk Family Foundation. The 
donation represents a contribution to WNEP’s Ryan’s Run, an annual charity cam-
paign that raises funds for rehab technology and services benefiting patients and 
residents of all ages and abilities at Allied Services. The donation by the Hawk 
Family Foundation is part of an ongoing partnership between the family-owned 
Gertrude Hawk Chocolates and the local nonprofit health system. From left: attor-
ney Bill Conaboy, president and CEO, Allied Services; Carolyn Hawk Horter, board 
chair, Gertrude Hawk Chocolates; Chris Cuneo, president, Gertrude Hawk 
Chocolates; Patrick Hawk, vice president, Gertrude Hawk Chocolates; and Susan 
Jeffery, administrator, Hawk Family Foundation.

More than 500 people attended the University of Scranton’s 20th anniversary of 
the U.S. Conference on disABILITY “Exploring Autism Across the Spectrum: 
Building Inclusive Communities,” held in a virtual format Oct. 14. The conference, 
presented by the Panuska College of Professional Studies and the Edward R. Leahy, 
Jr. Endowment in partnership with AllOne Foundation, was open to the public free 
of charge. From left: conference co-chairs Rebecca Spirito Dalgin, Ph.D., director 
of the Rehabilitation Counseling Program, and Lori Bruch, Ed.D., chair of the 
Counseling and Human Services Department; and Debra Pellegrino, Ed.D., dean of 
the Panuska College of Professional Studies.

Dream game funds benefit the blind

The Scranton Lions Club presented a check for $13,500 from the 87th annual 
Dream Game to Mary Lou Wascavich, executive director of the Lackawanna Blind 
Association. The donation will be used to assist in funding programs for client sup-
port services and prevention of blindness programs. From left, seated: Dave Rudis; 
Mary Lou Wascavich, executive director, LBA; Allan Hetkowski; president, Scranton 
Lions Club, and Cathy Metschulat, Lions Club District 14 H governor. Standing: Mary 
Claire Boylan, Dan Loftus, Phil Mahasky, John Mesko, Joe Manley and Nick Rodio.

Step By Step receives $5,000 grant for repairs
Step By Step was recent-

ly awarded a $5,000 
grant from the Scranton 

Area Community 
Foundation to help repair 

the agency’s Supported 
Living Residential Service 

Program properties in 
Dunmore. From left: Cathy 

Fitzpatrick, grants and 
scholarship manager, 

Scranton Area Community 
Foundation; Jamie Maher, 

site supervisor, Step By 
Step; Jackie Sharifi, vice 

president human resourc-
es, Step By Step, and  

Laura Ducceschi, presi-
dent/CEO, Scranton Area 

Community Foundation.

‘Large fry’ fundraiser benefits Allied

The Mueller family, representing 16 regional McDonald’s restaurants, recently pre-
sented a check in support of Allied Services and WNEP’s Ryan’s Run. A total of 
62,750 large fries were sold across the 16 locations during September, equating 
to roughly $16,000 in funds for children and adults with disabilities. From left: 
Attorney Bill Conaboy, president & CEO, Allied Services; Jim Brogna, vice president, 
strategic partnership development, Allied Services; Henry Wesoleski, director of 
operations, Mueller Family McDonald’s; Carol Mueller and Christina Mueller, 
McDonald’s owner/operators.

Villa Capri Cruisers fund scholarship

The Villa Capri Cruisers Car Club awarded a $1,000 scholarship to be given to a 
Johnson College Automotive Technology student. Front row, from left: Karen Baker, 
senior director of college advancement; Villa Capri President Joe Carra; Dr. Katie 
Leonard, Johnson College president & CEO; and Mike Macedonia. Back row: Dave 
Thomas, Patty Valvano, Frank Valvano, Nick Tielli, Mike Greenstein and Charlie 
Leavesley.

VNA Hospice and Home Health get $1K

VNA Hospice and Home Health received a $1,000 community events grant from the 
Scranton Area Community Foundation. The funds supported the second annual VNA 
Health on the Heritage wellness event, which expanded to offer locations at trail-
heads of the Lackawanna River Heritage Trail in Blakely and Carbondale. From left: 
Jerome Musheno, board member; Hope Wormuth, VNA community relations special-
ist/fund development; Beth Mcguigan, VNA executive director; Kenneth Okrepkie, 
chair, Scranton Area Community Foundation Board of Governors, and David Price, 
secretary, Scranton Area Community Foundation Board of Governors.
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