English Colonists and their
Quest for Structured Family
Life in America
– By Wendy Wilson Spooner
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Based on the significance of familial success,
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These virtually arranged marriage practices
within the colonies, stemmed from the belief
that the success of the colonies was based on
effectively functioning families. Strong colonial
marital unions were vital to producing resilient
offspring, which was crucial to the survival of
the colonies. Even the church was organized
by family groups, and voting rights were

performed

and

punishment

functioned

to

properly.

the

entire

In conclusion, the colonial family unit provided
the foundation for maintaining social order and
stability.

The colonial home necessarily

functioned as a place of worship, a workplace,
a vocation training agency, and a schoolhouse.
America’s first settlers sought to establish
unshakeable bonds within the family, because if
the family failed, so did the commonwealth.
Therefore, the achievement of early New
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England society was crucially based on the
success of each individual family. And the
colonies did succeed in this endeavor (Mintz and
Kellogg, 1).
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