DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

Opening day of propagation
is tentatively planned for
Saturday, September 17 at
Mel’s Greenhouse. More info
to come

2016 General Meetings
August 22

Thanks to Pat Buchanan,
Bev Tucker, and Maureen Wong,
for bringing refreshments

September 26
October 24

2016 Board Meetings
September 6
October 4
November 8
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Ramblings on a Hot Day

This has to be the hottest summer here in Brentwood I’ve
experienced since moving here 8 years ago. I’m sorry to
say I haven’t spent much time in the garden except to
water in the early hours. As I write this, it has cooled
down somewhat and we’re seeing all the work there is to do. Many plants
have not survived the heat, so it’s a good time to assess the damage
and make some changes. Where to begin? Here’s my list so far. 1. Fix
sprinklers ( don’t they always need fixing). 2. Plant more trees for shade.
And speaking of trees I don’t want to forget to mention the Crape Myrtles
around Brentwood this year. I think they’ve been looking exceptionally
beautiful. They like the heat. 3. Do something about our dead front lawn.
It’s time. It’s a difficult spot in the hot sun all day long. I purchased a few
plants from our last speaker, Troy McGregor,from Ruth Bancroft Gardens
and enjoyed his talk on tough and drought tolerant plants. I’m looking
forward to our field trip there next month for more ideas on plants. Well, I
think this list will keep us busy for awhile.
Propagation season is sneaking up on us as fall and cooler weather
approaches. Look for dates in the Weeder for propagation workdays and
come join us. Learn how to propagate plants and meet other Diggers and
have fun as we get a start on our plants for our next years Plant Sale.

2017 Plant Sale
Saturday, May 13
Wolfe Ranch

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

AUGUST 22ND GENERAL MEETING
Shawna Anderson on Container Gardening

Want to learn the essential techniques for creating
beautiful and unique container plantings? No matter
how big or small the garden, there’s always room
for containers! Container Gardening expert, Shawna
Anderson, will present some of her favorite plants that
she uses in her containers, and tips on how to take care of
them. In addition, enjoy her PowerPoint presentation on container gardening.
Continued on page 2
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FIELD TRIPS AND
GARDENING EVENTS
Field Trips
Wednesday, September 15th
Meet at 9:00 am at BART Park
and Ride on Walnut, Brentwood
Join us for a tour of the Ruth Bancroft
Garden in Walnut Creek. Our July
Speaker, Troy McGregor is the nursery
manager there and we should be able
to see some of the plants he talked
about. Admission is $10 for adults
and $8 for Seniors. We will meet
at 9 am at the BART Park and Ride
lot on Walnut Ave in Brentwood to
carpool. The tour will start at 10 am
with a docent from the garden, or you
may do a self guided tour. Sign up
at the next meeting or call Robin at
(925) 634-9688. If time allows we will
wander Heather Farms or the Master
Gardener’s Our Garden. Lunch plans
will be up to the individual car groups
or you can bring a lunch.
www.ruthbancroftgarden.org

Ruth Bancroft Garden
Classes
Hell Strip Gardening
August 20 | 10:30 am–noon
Pre-registration is required for
these workshops. $20 Members
Price, members, please call office
to register at member price.
$25 General Admission
www.ruthbancroftgarden.org/
rbgarden/pages/GardenWorkshop.html
1552 Bancroft Road,
Walnut Creek, CA
Phone: 925-944-9352
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A U G U S T 2 2 N D G E N E R A L M E E T I N G Continued from cover
Shawna has worked as an
Advanced California Certified
Nursery Professional at Orchard
Nursery & Florist, Inc., in
Lafayette, CA, since 2004. She
spends her working years doing
what she loves…getting her hands
dirty!
In 2006, she completed her studies
in Horticulture at Diablo Valley
College, and in March, 2013,
she became a Certified Master
Gardener. She is now responsible
for caring for the four-inch
perennials in Collector’s Corner.
She’s known as the “pot diva”
because of the unique container gardens she creates. She has written many
garden articles for Orchard and given classes on container gardening at the
annual Harvest Festival and garden clubs throughout the bay area.
In addition, Shawna has her own business called “Thrillers, Fillers and
Spillers®,” www.thrillersfillersandspillers.com She designs container
gardens, and provides garden consultations for East Bay area residents.
Container gardening never goes out of style. It allows you to jazz up a patio,
add charm to an entryway and bring serenity to a balcony.
In her spare time, she serves as the Horticultural Chair for the Herb Society
of America.
Helen Wheeler, Vice President, Programs
A U G U S T M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
After hearing Troy McGregor’s fascinating
presentation on the Ruth Bancroft Garden at our last
membership meeting, two of the many guests who
were present decided to join DIG. We are pleased to
welcome Christy Nelson from Discovery Bay and
Pamela Selzer from Oakley. Hopefully these ladies
will join us at future meetings as well as at our
propagation sessions that will begin in September.
(Can’t wait!) Only then will we be able to show our new friends what a great
club this is! Also, a warm “welcome back” to a lovely, energetic former
DIGger, Maureen Wong. We are so looking forward to working with these
members throughout the months ahead. 
Chris Artz, Membership
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BOARD MINUTES—AUGUST 2, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 8:20 pm by Connie. Helen reported
our speaker for the August meeting will be Shawna Anderson. Shawna
works at Orchard Nursery in Lafayette, CA and will speak on container
gardening. In September, Helen reported there will be an arborist from
Brentwood as our speaker at the monthly meeting. People mentioned
our last speaker, Troy McGregor, from Ruth Bancroft Garden was
very interesting. Ginger passed out the current profit and loss financial
information for DIG. Connie made a motion to approve the minutes from
the last meeting and the minutes were approved. Chris reported that DIG
has 129 members and two new people joined from the last meeting. Steve,
our plant manager, talked about starting plant propagation in September.
There was a discussion on having a speaker to give lessons on how
to propagate. Robin stated the next field trip will be to Ruth Bancroft
Garden in Walnut Creek. She is interested in receiving feedback from
people regarding interesting nurseries and places they have visited.
Leslie mentioned Sacramento will hold a National Chrysanthemum show
sometime in the coming months. Lori mentioned the renewal is needed
for our website. The renewal was voted on and approved. Connie asked
for volunteers to serve on the committee for the nomination of officers
recommended in September. Carole, Robin, and Pat volunteered to be on
the committee. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. The next board
meeting will be Tuesday, September 6. The next DIG members meeting
will be Monday, August 22.
Patricia Buchanan, Secretary
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California Flora Nursery

A while back Ginger Guider
traveled to Fulton to explore the
California Flora Nursery. They
are one of the oldest California
native plant nurseries. Tucked
back in a neighborhood with a
very small parking lot, it is a small
nursery that propagates most of
their plants on site, so inventory
can be limited. Since Ginger
recommended it, I stopped in
on one of my trips to see my
daughter and grandsons. It was
early in the season so they did not
have much ready to go, but the
staff was very friendly.
calfloranursery.com
2990 Somers Street, Fulton CA
(707) 528-8813

Urban Tree Farm

Also in the Fulton neighborhood
is the Urban Tree Farm, which I
found because I missed the turn
into the other nursery. They have
a very large selection of fruit trees
and other plants to choose from.
UrbanTreeFarm.com
3010 Fulton Road, Fulton CA
(707) 544-4446

PET OF THE MONTH | Chloe Wheeler

Chloe is an Airedale Terrier (the largest of the Terrier breed). She’s six years
old. Her gardening preference is sitting on the couch and overseeing my
gardening projects. Another of her abilities is digging big holes in the
backyard, usually where I don’t want them! She loves chasing lizards,and
anything else that moves. Last year, she was sprayed by a skunk that had
wandered into our backyard. And, again last week she and Scampi were
sprayed by a skunk. My house now smells like Eau De Pew.  Helen Wheeler
AUGUST

2016

After all the exhausting work
of plant shopping there are
numerous wineries nearby to stop
in for a sip or two of wine.
Don’t forget to share the plant
places you have been by emailing
me at rchoate80@yahoo.com.

Robin Choate
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

BRENTWOOD

Directions
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Winter and Spring potting up
events are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.
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