YUKON & Northern BC
May 26 - June 5, 2017

Red Fox (cross form) - Dempster Hwy, Yukon

INTRODUCTION
World class scenery, mammal viewing, and birds - this trip has it all! Northern
British Columbia and the Yukon offer an outstanding wilderness experience in
Canada's northwest. Grizzly and Black Bears, Bison, Moose, Caribou, Elk, Red
Fox, Porcupine are all likely and past trips have included bonuses like Gray Wolf
and Lynx! Bird highlights on past trips have included Gyrfalcon, Northern
Goshawk, Smith's Longspur, Long-tailed and Parasitic Jaegers, Northern
Wheatear, Sabine's Gull, Rock and Willow Ptarmigan, Red-throated and Pacific
Loons, Northern Hawk, Great Gray and Boreal Owls, Bohemian Waxwing and
much much more. Best of all - the birds are in prime breeding plumage! Join us for
what is sure to be a truly memorable wilderness experience.

GENERAL INFORMATION
The group is limited to 7 participants. A minimum of 4 participants is required for
this trip to be confirmed.
We will use an 11 or 15 passenger van if we have 5-7 participants. If we have only
3-4 participants, we will use a smaller van.
Please note that this trip starts in Fort Nelson, BC and concludes in Whitehorse,
Yukon. West Jet flies into Fort Nelson from Vancouver, and Central Mountain Air
flies into For Nelson from Vancouver (both airlines have a stop in Fort St. John en
route). Air Canada, West Jet and Central Mountain Air all fly out of Whitehorse.
COST
The cost of this trip based upon double occupancy is estimated at US $4495 per
person. This includes 10 nights accommodations, ground transportation daily,
guiding daily by Tom Hince, entrance fees to all parks and sites as noted in
itinerary, group checklist, meals beginning with dinner on Day 1 and concluding
with dinner on Day 10. Please note that this price does not include airfare to Fort
Nelson, BC, or from Whitehorse, Yukon, alcoholic beverages, personal items, or
items not specifically listed as inclusive. The single supplement for this trip is
estimated at US$695. At Sundog retreat, some bathroom sharing may be
necessary.
DEPOSIT
To reserve space on this trip a deposit of US$600 is required. This is payable via
check made to Tom Hince. PLEASE EMAIL TOM at birdwithtom@gmail.com to
confirm your interest in this trip or call Tom at 586 839-7482.
Details on where to send deposit will be emailed to you. This is a CONFIRMED
DEPARTURE.
CANCELLATION
It is strongly recommended that all participants purchase independent travel
insurance.
Cancellation policies for this tour are as follows:
Up to 120 days prior to the beginning of the tour: If you cancel, the deposit is nonrefundable.
Between 120 and 60 days prior to the beginning of the tour: If you cancel, fifty
percent of the total tour cost is non-refundable.

Within 60 days of the beginning of the tour: If you cancel, the entire tour cost is
non-refundable.
If the tour is cancelled by us, you will receive a full refund. If you cancel, and there
is a waiting list, and we are able to fill your space from the waiting list, you will
also receive a refund.
PACE & LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY OF THE TRIP
Overall this trip is best described as EASY in terms of difficulty. Most birding will
be done from roadsides, or short walks from the van.
CLIMATE
Typical daytime highs in southern Yukon in late May and early June are in the 10 15 C (50 - 60 F) range, with lows averaging around 0 - 5 C (32 - 40 F) . However,
weather at this time of year is highly variable. As we move north, and at higher
altitudes, it could be colder. June averages almost 250 hours of sunshine due to the
long day length, and these months are generally quite dry. Nonetheless, rain (and
snow) is always a possibility.

Tombstone valley - Dempster Hwy, Yukon

CLOTHING AND GEAR
Casual layered field clothing is the norm. At this time of year, the weather is highly
variable. While typical daytime weather is usually pleasant, we could easily run
into a cold wet spell of several days or a late spring snow storm. You should
prepare for cold conditions with several fleeces, or a winter jacket and a fleece,
gloves, hat, and warm waterproof hiking boots. If you get cold easily, thermal
underwear, scarf and hand/toe warmers may also be necessary. I generally do not
get cold easily. However as a guide, for this trip I pack mostly long sleeved T
shirts, a heavy hoodie, a fleece, gloves, a hat (which I hate!), waterproof hooded
rain jacket, thermal undies, short sleeve T shirts, and several pairs of zip off pants.
Lightweight long sleeve shirts and pants are handy in the event it warms up and
biting insects emerge. I tend to bring lightweight zip offs, and wear thermals
underneath if its really cold. Then the zip offs still work well if we hit a hot spell
and bugs emerge. In terms of footwear on most days you can get away with a good
pair of water resistant hiking shoes. However, you should also bring a waterproof
pair of footwear for walking on wet tundra, if necessary. A cost effective solution
is a light pair of rubber boots with insulated insoles worn with heavy socks.
OTHER STUFF
The Yukon is remote and sparsely populated and in much of the itinerary we have
limited services. Please do not expect to 'pick up' items you might have forgotten .
Be sure to bring: sunhat, sunscreen, an alarm clock, your personal favorite field
guide, a small flashlight, binoculars, a small day pack for carrying water and
snacks, data cards for cameras, insect repellent and personal medications. A water
bottle is also useful, so we don't end up with twenty half drunk bottles of water
with everyone unsure whose is whose. If you don't have one that's okay - we will
buy a bunch of small water bottles to start, then you can mark yours and I will buy
large jugs for refilling.
CRITTERS
The timing of our trip is early enough that we should miss the big surge of biting
insects. However, weather is different every year and this affects bug numbers.
Everyone should come well prepared for both mosquitoes and black flies. A pump
spray with a high DEET content is recommended. If you are sensitive to bites, you
may wish to purchase either a head net, or a bug jacket, in case we encounter an
early emergence of biting insects.

Spring is a prime time for bear activity and we will almost certainly see a number
of bears. While bears are generally wary of people, we will use caution in all bear
and large mammal interactions.

Grizzly Bear - Alaska Hwy, Yukon

TARGET BIRDS
Red-throated Loon, Pacific Loon, Yellow-billed Loon (rare), Red-necked Grebe,
Horned Grebe, Tundra Swan, Trumpeter Swan, Harlequin Duck, Long-tailed
Duck, White-winged Scoter, Surf Scoter, Barrow's Goldeneye, Golden Eagle, Bald
Eagle, Northern Goshawk (rare), Rough-legged Hawk, Merlin, Gyrfalcon, Dusky
Grouse (rare), Willow Ptarmigan, Rock Ptarmigan, Sandhill Crane, American
Golden Plover, Wandering Tattler, Whimbrel, Surfbird (rare), Red-necked
Phalarope, Long-tailed Jaeger, Parasitic Jaeger (rare), Mew Gull, Arctic Tern,
Northern Hawk Owl, Great Gray Owl (rare), Boreal Owl (rare), Short-eared Owl,
American Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker, Olive-sided
Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Alder Flycatcher, Hammond's Flycatcher,
Say's Phoebe, Northern Shrike, Blue-headed Vireo, Gray Jay, Common Raven,

Boreal Chickadee, Mountain Chickadee, American Dipper, Northern Wheatear,
Mountain Bluebird, Townsend's Solitaire, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Varied Thrush,
American Pipit, Bohemian Waxwing, Blackpoll Warbler, Mourning Warbler,
Connecticut Warbler, Canada Warbler, Golden-crowned Sparrow, Brewer's
(timberline race) Sparrow, Fox (Sooty race) Sparrow, Lapland Longspur, Smith's
Longspur, Rusty Blackbird, Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, Pine Grosbeak, Purple
Finch, Red Crossbill, White-winged Crossbill, and Common Redpoll.

Northern Hawk Owl - at nest near Watson Lake, Yukon

TARGET MAMMALS
Black Bear, Grizzly Bear, Lynx (rare), Timber Wolf (rare), American Elk,
Woodland Caribou, Moose, Stone Sheep, Dall Sheep, Hoary Marmot, Varying
Hare, Arctic Hare, Arctic Ground Squirrel, Porcupine, Least Chipmunk, Red Fox
and Coyote.

ITINERARY
May 26

Day 1

ARRIVAL IN WATSON LAKE, BC

Participants should plan on flying into Fort Nelson, British Columbia today and
transferring to our hotel. Fort Nelson is a small but bustling town in the northern
part of the province. Our hotel has a shuttle available to pick up arriving
passengers.
Flights typically arrive in mid to late morning, so we will likely have some time for
birding in the afternoon or after dinner. Possibilities in this area will depend
entirely on whether it is an early or late spring. If it is a normal or early spring
targets might include Canada, Mourning, Connecticut, Cape May and Bay-breasted
Warblers, Yellow-bellied and Alder Flycatcher, Philadelphia and Blue-headed
Vireos. Great Gray Owl is also a scarce nester in this area.
Night and dinner: Woodlands Inn, Fort Nelson

Black Bear with cubs - Alaska Hwy, northern BC

May 27

Day 2

Fort Nelson, BC to Watson Lake, YK

After a sit down breakfast, we will pack up and head west towards Muncho Lake
Provincial Park. Today will be an exciting day as we drive through some superb
scenery and what will likely be our best mammal viewing of the entire trip. The
road between Fort Nelson and Watson Lake follows valleys and passes that usually
provide rich grazing opportunities in early spring. There is an excellent chance that
we will be able to view and possibly photograph American Elk, Woodland
Caribou, Stone's Sheep, Black Bear, Bison and Moose. With a bit of luck we may
also encounter Grizzly Bear, or perhaps Red Fox, or Coyote. Lynx and Gray Wolf
are not to be expected but are certainly possible. On almost every occasion I have
driven this road in spring, I have encountered either or both Black and Grizzly
Bear sows with cubs!
We will arrive in the southwest of Yukon in early evening in time to check in to
our hotel and grab dinner.
Night:

Nice Hotel, Watson Lake, Yukon

Lynx - Ft. Nelson, BC

May 28

Day 3

Watson Lake to Whitehorse, YT

Our birding in the Watson Lake area will largely depend upon weather. Targets
will likely include Bohemian Waxwing, American Three-toed Woodpecker, loons
and late spring migrants. If there has been a recent cold front we will search the
airfield and Watson Lake for loons (Yellow-billed occurs occasionally), both
Lapland and Smith's Longspurs, American Golden Plover and other Arctic bound
migrants. Before leaving town we will visit the local 'sign post' forest and stop in at
the Albert Creek bird observatory. This site is about twenty minutes west of town
on our route to Whitehorse. Many species such as American Redstart, Black-andwhite Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Cape May Warbler, White-throated Sparrow,
Swamp Sparrow, Pileated Woodpecker and Barred Owl reach the northwestern
limits of their distribution in this area.
On our way to Whitehorse, we will make a number of stops to search for targets
such as Gray-cheeked Thrush, American Dipper, Pine Grosbeak, and American
Three-toed and Black-backed Woodpeckers, and to photograph scenery and
viewpoints. Although mammals are much scarcer in this corridor, we will probably
have a few surprises today.

American Three-toed Woodpecker male at nest - Yukon

We will arrive at our accommodations just north of Whitehorse in late afternoon.
Our lodge is actually a group of small private cabins at the Sundog Retreat. These
grounds can be quite birdy and the setting here is very private. Depending upon the
size of the group we may arrange meals at the lodge, or make the twenty minute
drive into town to dine. All cabins come with a full kitchen, and there may be some
bathroom sharing in larger cabins with two or more bedrooms.
Night:

Sun Dog Retreat, Whitehorse

Boreal Owlet at nest - Whitehorse

May 29

Day 4

Whitehorse area

At around 23,000 people Whitehorse is by far the largest community in the Yukon.
The city is in a lowland riverine corridor with an excellent variety of habitats.
There are a number of good birding sites around the city including sewage lagoons,
Lake Labarge and Mount McIntyre. Today will be spent exploring local sites with
targets including Long-tailed Duck, White-winged Scoter, Merlin, Rock and
Willow Ptarmigan, Dusky Grouse, Boreal Owl (rare), Hammond's and Dusky
Flycatchers, Mountain Chickadee, Mountain Bluebird, Townsend's Solitaire,

Varied Thrush, Golden-crowned Sparrow, Brewer's (Timberline) Sparrow, and
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch.
Night:

Sun Dog Retreat, Whitehorse

Rock Ptarmigan, male - Mt. McIntyre, Yukon

May 30

Day 5

Haines Pass

Today we will get an early start and drive west towards Haines Junction and
Haines Pass in British Columbia. The scenic pass may yield both Willow and Rock
Ptarmigan, possibly Gyrfalcon, Red-necked Phalarope, American Tree Sparrow,
Gray-cheeked Thrush, Trumpeter Swan and the Sooty form of Fox Sparrow (a
good potential split in the future). In late afternoon, we will return to Whitehorse
for dinner.
Night:

Sun Dog Retreat, Whitehorse

Gyrfalcon - gray morph - Yukon

May 31

Day 6

Whitehorse to Dawson City

We will say goodbye to Sun Dog retreat and then head northwest towards Dawson
The drive up brings us through several productive lakes that may bring a few
surprises. In 2014, we found a group of fifty five Sabine's Gulls at one site! We
should arrive in Dawson City by mid afternoon. After checking in to our hotel,
participants will have the rest of the afternoon free to shop and explore the historic
town of Dawson City. The combination of souvenir shops, streetscapes and the
historic site make the town a great place to spend an afternoon. Dawson City is
sure to be a favorite stop for many participants.
Night:

Westmark Hotel, Dawson City

Sabine's Gulls - Rock Island Lake, Klondike Hwy

June 1

Day 7

Dempster Highway

This morning we will get an early start and head northeast towards the renowned
Dempster Highway. We will take both box breakfast and box lunch and focus on
the southern third of the Dempster from Km 0 to about Km 250. The main
destination for the day will be Tombstone Territorial Park which lies mostly in this
stretch of the Dempster.
Tombstone only has basic camping facilities but is only about an hour and a half
drive from our hotel. By accessing it this way, we have warm dry accommodations
and don't compromise any of the highlights of this exceptional wilderness park.
Some of the targets today and for our time on the Dempster include Red-throated
and Pacific Loons, Tundra Swan, Trumpeter Swan, Harlequin Duck, Golden Eagle,
Gyrfalcon, Willow Ptarmigan, American Golden Plover, Wandering Tattler,
Whimbrel, Surfbird (rare), Red-necked Phalarope, Long-tailed Jaeger, Mew Gull,
Arctic Tern, Northern Hawk Owl, Short-eared Owl, American Three-toed

Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Say's Phoebe,
Northern Shrike, Gray Jay, Common Raven, Boreal Chickadee, American Dipper,
Northern Wheatear, Gray-cheeked Thrush, American Pipit, Bohemian Waxwing,
Blackpoll Warbler, Lapland Longspur, Smith's Longspur, and Common Redpoll.

Red-necked Phalarope female - a regular sight on the Dempster Hwy, Yukon

In addition, mammal possibilities include Grizzly and Black Bears, Moose,
Caribou, Wolf (scarce), Red Fox, Lynx (scarce), Wolverine (unlikely), Hoary
Marmot, Varying Hare, Arctic Ground Squirrel and Dall Sheep.
Night:

Eagle Plains Hotel, Dempster Highway

Tombstone Mountain - Dempster Hwy, Yukon

June 2

Day 8

Dempster Highway

After a nice cooked breakfast, we will pack up and check out and head directly to
the Dempster Highway. We will give Tombstone Park a quick once over as we
continue farther north birding and mammal viewing all the way to the small hamlet
of Eagle Plains, about half way down the Dempster. Eagle Plains is essentially a
motel, a restaurant, a gas station and a small campground - that's it! We will take a
picnic lunch with us today, and will focus on exploring the middle portion of the
highway. We should arrive at the motel in mid-afternoon. In addition to the species
listed for the previous day, today will be our best opportunity for Gyrfalcon as we
pass by a regularly used nest site along the route.
Night:

Eagle Plains Motel, Dempster Highway

June 3

Day 9

Dempster Highway

Today will be our last full day to explore the Dempster Highway. We will get a
very early start and head north to the Arctic circle where we will have a traditional
champagne toast! Depending upon weather and road conditions, we may continue
north to the pass into the Northwest Territories and then down into the lowlands
across the border.

Smith's Longspur male - Dempster Hwy, Yukon

Our schedule will bring us back to Eagle Plains motel for a well deserved hot
lunch. We will make the long drive back to Dawson City, arriving in time for a late
dinner. Today will provide us with some of our best chances for Smith's and
Lapland Longspurs, Long-tailed Jaeger, Short-eared Owl and Grizzly Bear.
Night:

Westmark Hotel, Dawson City

L-R Hoary Marmot, Long-tailed Jaeger, Long-tailed Duck, Red-throated Loon - Dempster Hwy

June 4

Day 10

Dawson City to Whitehorse

Today will primarily be a transfer day, but we will have time for a number of
birding stops and photo opportunities along the way. We will arrive in Whitehorse
in mid afternoon, giving participants time to organize and pack for their return
journey. Our final dinner will be tonight in downtown Whitehorse.
Night:

Westmark Hotel, Whitehorse

June 5

Day 11

Departures

Participants can take the free hotel airport shuttle this morning to connect to
departing flights at Whitehorse Airport.

