Union Congregational Church
105 Pleasant Street
East Bridgewater, MA 02333

From the Pastor…
Since I’ve been with you (three years this month) I have tried hard to be completely
transparent with you. That is, I try to be completely honest with you about what I’m
thinking and what I am doing. This entry is a continuation of that approach.
Meg and I are buying a townhouse in Plymouth. I have gotten two questions from
folks that I’ve told. First, am I leaving Union Church. The answer is no. Second, are we
moving out of the parsonage and going to Plymouth. The answer to that is also no.
As we live in a house own that is by the church, we are technically homeless. It has
been our intention all along to find a home we can retire to. This is it. It is about 45
minutes from the church so we will use it as a get-a-way then when we retire, it will be
home.
Speaking of retirement, I’m 65 now and we speak of 70 being when I hang them up.
But, who knows how we’ll feel when that happens. So, you’re stuck with me (us) for a
while.
We are excited about our new place. It is condo style so no lawn to mow and no snow
to shovel. It is one floor living for us and has three bedrooms for when Meg’s adult
children visit. There is much more that I won’t bore you with but we are excited. It’s
just right for us.
Blessings, Pastor Jim
God Bless,
Pastor Jim

Our first Sunday back
will be
Sunday, September 11th at
10:00 am
First day of Sunday school
will be on
September 18th
The office hours are changing a little.
The office will now be open until 1:00 pm
on Mondays and Fridays!
Monday – 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Wednesday – 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Friday – 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Finance Fudge Fundraiser
The finance Committee will be taking orders for
Skinners fudge throughout the month of September.
There will be four kinds available
(chocolate, chocolate with nuts, penuche & penuche with nuts)
and they will be $12 for a 12 oz. box.
Orders will arrive sometime in October.

We Are an Open and Affirming Conference
The Massachusetts Conference is “Open and Affirming,” or ONA, which is
the designation for congregations, campus ministries, and other bodies in
the United Church of Christ which make public covenants of welcome into
their full life and ministry to persons of all sexual orientations, gender
identities and gender expressions.
The Massachusetts Conference was a pioneer in the ONA
movement. In 1984, the 185th Annual Meeting adopted the
first Open and Affirming resolution in the UCC. Read the text here.
The national ONA movement in the United Church of Christ (UCC) began in
1985, when the UCC General Synod adopted a resolution, "Calling on United
Church of Christ Congregations to Declare Themselves Open and
Affirming". Read the text here.
Building on this welcome, the 2003 General Synod adopted a resolution
"Affirming the Participation and Ministry of Transgender People within the
United Church of Christ and Supporting Their Civil and Human
Rights." Read the text here.
In June 2012, the 213th Massachusetts Conference Annual Meeting
adopted a resolution to update the Conference's ONA Resolution of 1984 to
include persons of all gender identities and gender expressions. See text
here.
The MA Conference now has 158 ONA churches, one ONA new church start and two
seminaries that are ONA. The Open and Affirming Coalition has listed over 1,320
ONA churches nationally since 1985.
Congratulations to these new ONA churches in the MA Conference (shown with their
national number and date they were listed by the Coalition):
#1368 Main Street Congregational UCC, Amesbury - June 2016
#1367 Cotuit Federated Church, Cotuit - June 2016
#1351 The Dover Church - April 2016
#1345 Easthampton Congregational Church - March 2016
#1325 Forest Street Union Church, Methuen - December 2015
#1321 First Congregational Church UCC, Saugus - November 2015
#1306 Trinitarian Congregational Church of Warwick - July 2015
New Church Start - Promise Church, East Weymouth - May 2015
#1271 First Congregational Church of West Tisbury - March 2015
#1270 First Congregational Church of Hadley - March 2015
#1260 Waquoit Congregational Church, East Falmouth - February 2015
#1259 First Congregational Church of Georgetown, UCC - February 2015
#1255 First Congregational Church of Princeton, UCC - February 2015
#1251 Ashburnham Community Church - February 2015
To find a full list of Massachusetts Conference ONA congregations, go here.

Secretary's Report – 217th Annual Meeting
Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ
The numbers in the following statistical review for 2015 assist in telling us how many we are, where
we worship, who we are by title, and how we have changed numerically from prior years.
Our Conference has 362 active churches and 1 church in care of an association. All are asked each
year to respond to a standard list of questions issued by the national setting of the UCC. This year,
at the date this report was written, 221 out of 362 churches had responded. The information here
summarized yields an incomplete picture, but the best available at this point.

What is happening in our churches?
221 of the Conference’s 362 active churches reported membership figures for 2015. For the
remaining churches, we use the most recent reported figure. Based on this procedure, we estimate
Conference church membership to be 63,235 as of December 31, 2015. This represents a loss of
2,190 reported members, or about 3%, compared with 2014.
Within these figures lies considerable variability. 57 churches reported no change in membership
from 2014 to 2015. 104 churches reported membership losses ranging from less than 1% to 36%,
with the median average loss being 7%. 60 churches reported membership increases of between
.5% and 50% over 2014, with a median average increase in membership of 5.5%.

What is happening in our church schools?
As with membership, for churches not reporting, we use the most recent reported figure for church
school participation. This process yields a total church school enrollment of 17,668 children, youth
and adults for 2015. This is a loss of 696 based on 2014 figures, or 3.7% - relatively consistent with
reported membership trends. Some churches listed having a church school but gave no enrollment
data. 121 churches reported youth group enrollment totaling 3,210.

Information reflecting ministerial standing:
Following the recent merger of the Essex and Andover Associations, there are 10 Associations
within the Mass. Conference, U.C.C. Holding standing in these are:
848 UCC Ordained Ministers
23 Licensed Ministers
2 Commissioned Ministers
21 Clergy with Dual Standing in the UCC
7 Clergy with Partnership Standing-Disciples of Christ
92 Members in Discernment
Martha Crawford
Secretary

The Union Coffeehouse
Proudly Presents

John Flynn

Saturday, September 10th – 3:30pm (Doors open @ 3:00)
Admission - $20.00

105 Pleasant Street – East Bridgewater MA - Union Congregational Church
As we have done the past few years, our Opening Concert in September is also a Benefit
Concert…this year, with the 15th Anniversary of 9/11, we have been working with the Kiwanis
Club and will be part of the Town’s celebration as they Dedicate (1:30 pm) the newly constructed
Memorial located in front of the Police Dept. and Town Hall. This Memorial is designed to
Remember and Honor former East Bridgewater resident (United States Secret Service Officer)
Craig Miller, as well as all those we lost, continue to lose and those who carry on.
It’s been several years, but we look forward to welcoming John Flynn back to The Union
Coffeehouse (he will also be a part of the Dedication Ceremony, singing The National Anthem).
John Flynn is an American singer-songwriter and activist known for his powerful music and
tireless efforts on behalf of “the lost and the lonely, the shackled and scarred”. His career has
embodied an authentic troubadour odyssey that moved legendary folk DJ Gene Shay to call Flynn
“the most quintessential folk singer in my life”.
John is a wonderful performer and an even more wonderful human being…one of my favorite
quotes about John is from Richard Warren (host of The Midnight Special), he said “Some
performers can’t get their heads through doorways! John Flynn can’t get his heart through one!
So please join us on Saturday, September 10th to kick-off the 2016-17 season at The Union Coffeehouse and
Support a Great Cause!!

Music
Choir Rehearsal will start back up
on
Wednesday, September 7th at 7:30 pm.
We are always looking for new people to join the choir.
We rehearse twice a month
(first and third Wednesday at 7:30 pm).
If you would like to join or have any questions
please see a member of the music committee.
Music Committee: Pat Martin, Rachelle Croteau, Allen Guild,
Barbara Putt & Kathy Young

Hand Bell Choir
We NEED new members! Come join US!!!
Union Congregational Church of East Bridgewater Hand Bell choir
has openings for new members to join. We have 3 octaves of
Hand Bells and 2 octaves of Hand Chimes. Ability to read music is
a plus but is not mandatory. This year we will be holding practices every Sunday from
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm at Union Congregational Church in East Bridgewater. The first
practice will be held on September 11, 2016. Please contact SueLauzier@comcast.net
with any questions.

Missions
“Try to be the rainbow in someone’s cloud.”
This quote is from Maya Angelo. It reminds me of the thousands of people in Louisiana
who need a rainbow after having endured the devastating floods of early August. We
are not fund raising for this purpose and we have not been approved to do any
fundraising in relation to the floods. However, if you, as an individual, would like to
provide some sunshine/relief to these unfortunate families, here is the address of the
Red Cross Program established for this purpose.
http://www.redcross.org/local/louisiana/flood-information
Prayers for strength and patience while working through their problems and for hope
for a renewed future are also needed. Prayers are a powerful aid.
Mission Members: Mary Jane Coakley, Donna Driscoll, Lu Post,
Lenore Christensen, Kim Wilburn

4 - Susan Muise’s Birthday
11 - Jacob Hoyt’s Birthday

If you would like to add and of your family
members birthdays and anniversaries
to the newsletter just email the office
(office@uccofeb.org)
or put a note in Laurie’s mailbox and provide
these dates for your family.
Thank you!!

September 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Any changes or additions to this calendar
please see Laurie.
You can email her at office@uccofeb.org ,
call 508-378-2874 or leave a note in her mailbox.
Thank you!

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

AA – 6:00 pm

Labor Day

Trustee Mtg – 7:15 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Food Pantry Delivery 10 am
AA – 7 pm
Vitality/EBBA fair
Meeting – 7:15 pm
Choir Rehearsal –
7:30 pm

Boy Scout Committee
Mtg – 7 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm

EBBA Expo 10 am – 2
pm
Coffeehouse – 3:30 pm

15

11

12

13

14

Worship & Sunday
School – 10:00 am
AA – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Boy Scouts – 7:00 pm

Office Hours 1-4 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Food Pantry – 12:30 –
2:00 pm
AA – 7 pm
Finance Mtg – 7:15 pm
Deacon Mtg – 7:15 pm

18

19

20

21

Worship & Sunday
School – 10:00 am
AA – 6:00 pm
Venturing – 7:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Boy Scouts – 7:00 pm

Office Hours 1-4 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
AA – 7 pm
Choir Rehearsal –
7:30 pm

25

26

27

28

Worship & Sunday
School – 10:00 am
AA – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Boy Scouts – 7:00 pm
Exec. Mtg – 7:15 pm

Office Hours 1-4 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm
Boy Scout training –
7 pm – 9:30 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
MainSpring Meal
AA – 7 pm

(doors open at 3 pm)

16

17

Office Hours 9-12 pm

22

29

23

24

Office Hours 9-12 pm

Food Pantry 9:30 – 11
am

30
Office Hours 9-12 pm

