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If we chose one word to describe 2022 it would be UNEXPECTED. 
 
We started the year focusing on finishing the Calico Rock Museum & Visitor Center facilities after a three-year expansion and renovation project 
that culminated in a Dedication Ceremony in early April. Shortly after, we received an offer to buy our original museum building. After months of 
consideration and negotiation, we completed the sale in June. We used the proceeds from the sale of that building to buy another building on Main 
Street. While unexpected, we will be relocating The Marketplace into the new building in early 2023. 
 
The upstairs of this new building will be an Enterprise Center with offices and space that can be rented for business start-ups and other 
professionals. This unexpected development will help our community continue to grow into the future. 
 
The year unexpectedly ushered in the retirement of Wayne Wood from our board. Wayne was a founding trustee who served faithfully for 
fourteen years. It was a tremendous honor to name him a trustee emeritus. And we suffered the tragic and unexpected loss of our dear friend and 
team member Randy Hiles. These men have built and shaped our community and Foundation and we sorely miss them. 
 
After dealing with an unexpected pandemic over the past three years, it has been refreshing to slowly begin to return to normal with public events, 
educational programming, and visitors coming into town. 
 
As we turn the page to 2023, we believe we are uniquely positioned to grow our community, share our story, and lead us into the future. 
 
We hope you enjoy this look back over the past year. 
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in memory. 
We remain in utter shock and disbelief at the tragic loss of our dear friend and team member, Randy 
Hiles. In October, his life was cut far too short in an accident at his home. He had been working at the 
museum just hours earlier. His death has shaken all of us to the core. We feel fragile, heartbroken, and 
empty. We bear witness to the man we had the privilege of getting to know and work with over the 
past few years. 
 
We do not look at life with rose colored glasses. We saw, as well as anyone, the warts, and 
imperfections in Randy, but we also saw his humanity, his spirit, his deep love for his sons, his care for 
his friends and family, his desire to do better and be better, and his proficiency in his craft. Randy was 
an artist who did not know it until he was given the opportunity to explore his artistry at the museum.  
 
Over the past five years, Randy helped us remake Main Street by working on every single one of the 
building projects we undertook. His handiwork will be enjoyed by thousands of people who will never 
know his name or appreciate his story. Randy rehabilitated himself while he rehabilitated those old 
buildings on Main Street. There was worth in those buildings and there was worth in Randy. 
  
Yes, there were walls that would not give, beams that could not be replaced and had to be covered 
over as best he could, and there were imperfections in the work he did...just as there was in his own 
life. He struggled and fought, like all of us, with demons and imperfections and the hardness of life. 
We went through those struggles and trials with him. We have never seen anyone more determined to 
do whatever it took to regain his sons and build a relationship with them. He loved those boys more 
than anything! 
 
Randy transformed himself, just like those old buildings on Main Street.  
 
Life is not easy, and it is not always fair. We must make the most of each day because we are never 
guaranteed a tomorrow. Our prayers remain with his boys, his family, and his friends. Thank you, 
Randy, for building a legacy that endures in your community. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Randy Hiles 
1977-2022 

 
 
 



in appreciation. 
Earlier this year, founding trustee Wayne Wood announced his retirement from the board. The 
board quickly named him a Trustee Emeritus in appreciation for his years of service. 
 
During his time on the board, Wood served as secretary and vice chair. He was one of the five 
founders of the Calico Rock Museum and the community revitalization effort. After one of the 
early organizational meetings at Don Quixote’s, the founders walked out on the sidewalk and 
looked across the street at empty buildings with broken windows. It was Wayne Wood who first 
suggested the group transform those empty buildings into a home for the museum, which was 
just in the planning stages at the time.  
 
The Calico Rock Museum opened a few months later in the back room of the city’s visitor center. 
It was Wood who made the motion to buy the adjoining building just a month later when it was 
offered to the fledging group. At the time, there was no formal organization or a bank account. 
The board took a leap of faith and voted to buy the building, seek a loan, and begin what would 
become a fourteen-year remaking of Main Street. 
 
Wood volunteered to lead the construction effort, relying on his years of experience. He led a 
group of volunteers to renovate nine historic buildings over fourteen years.  
 
Wayne provided wise counsel, volunteered his time, and shared his considerable talents. He 
conveyed his passion for his Native American heritage with school students and visitors to the 
museum. He has been a lifelong learner and teacher.  
 
Wayne Wood is the cornerstone of foundation and the museum he helped create. His faith, 
experience, good nature, and affable leadership skills have set the tone for the progress that has 
been made in Calico Rock. His legacy will include those buildings he helped to renovate, but they 
also include the thousands of lives he has touched through a museum that tells the story of Calico 
Rock, her people, and its culture. 
 
Wayne can never be replaced on the board or within our organization, but his example has set 
our course for the future. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



board of trustees 
 
Steven D. Mitchell*  Stephen Hicks   Dr. Freda Hardison  Ed Stephens   Mayor Greg Hamby 
Chairman   Vice Chairman   Executive Committee  Trustee   Trustee 
2008-Present   2020-Present   2017-Present   2012-Present   2019-Present 
 
Olivia Bennett-Bear  Dr. Paul Sugg   Jonathan Moss  Sue Whittington 
Trustee   Trustee   Trustee   Trustee 
2020-Present   2022-Present   2017-Present   2020-Present 
 

trustees emeritus 
 
Reed M. Perryman  Ronnie Guthrie*  Jill Easton  Wayne Wood* 
2010-2015   2008-2018   2012-2021  2008-2022 
 

former trustees 
 
Velda Dixon*   Rhoda Doerr   Lanelle Hamby   Dean Hudson*   Barbara Fischer 
2008-2011   2015-2019   2011-2014   2008-2017   2010-2011 
 
Gene Lockie*   Ed Matthews*   Wanda Sanders  Kristie Thompson 
2008-2016   2008-2011   2011-2012   2017-2020   
 
 
 
 
 
(*) denotes a founding trustee, italics indicate a deceased trustee 



foundation staff 
 

    
Gloria Sanders 
Executive Director 
870-916-2230 
 
Gloria Sanders is the executive 
director and COO. She is an 
AMA Distinguished Museum 
Professional and graduate of 
the Jekyll Island Management 
Institute. She has served as the 
advocate for Arkansas at the 
American Museum Day in 
Washington, D.C. and is the 
Arkansas Museums Association 
President and Ozark Gateway 
Tourism Council director. 

 

My Kim Parnell 
Associate Director 
870-916-2239 
 
My Kim Parnell is a native of 
Calico Rock and has many years 
of experience in the service 
industry. She is a member of the 
Arkansas Museums Association 
board of directors, Calico Rock 
Lions Club, and the Calico Rock 
City Council where she is chair 
of budget committee. 

Kedra Sugg 
Creative Services 
870-916-2234 
 
Kedra Sugg offers a smile and a 
Southern welcome to our 
guests. She taught elementary 
school for many years in Texas 
before retiring to Calico Rock. 
She enjoys time with her 
grandkids, using her talents in 
crafting, and helping make 
Calico Rock beautiful and 
welcoming for guests. 

 

Patricia Kilpatrick 
Guest Experiences 
870-297-6100 
 
Patricia Kilpatrick offers a warm 
welcome to guests visiting town. 
She has a lifetime of experience 
in sales and customer service. 
She enjoys spending time with 
friends, teaches Yoga, and 
volunteers with local projects.  

 



 

 
 

 
 

history. 
 
 
 
 
The famous cartographer and explorer Schoolcraft traveled up the White River to 
the place French fur traders had name Calico Roche, because of the calico-coloring 
on the bluffs rising out from the river. When the railroad began construction along 
the river in 1903, they met those rocks and nearly met their match.  
 
The railroad blasted away huge chunks of those bluffs to make way for the railroad 
bed and sent those huge boulders into the river. Many thought our namesake calico-
coloring was gone forever. Now 200 years later, those huge boulders still jut up from 
the riverbank and the calico-coloring has returned. And Calico Rock is still the only 
place in the world with that name. 
 
The Calico Rock Community Foundation was formed in 2008. At the time, our sole 
purpose was to create and operate the Calico Rock Museum & Visitor Center. Since 
then, we have restored seven historic buildings, sparked an economic revitalization, 
and built a museum of national acclaim focusing on science, history, and art. 
 
The foundation has raised and invested $10 million in Calico Rock. We are preserving 
our past, celebrating today, and envisioning a better tomorrow. 

 



moving forward. 

  

 
 

Despite years of expensive repairs, 
the mural on the wall on Main Street 
was deteriorated. The Foundation 
restored the wall and gave it a modern 
look with new metal signage that 
presents a welcoming front door to 
our community. 

 
 
 
It was exciting to welcome back students after a two-
year hiatus due to the pandemic. We welcomed 
school groups for educational programs in our 
history museum and reopened our science center 
after three years of construction.  

  
 

 

 
We opened our first special exhibit on The Bootleggers, only major 
motion picture filmed in Calico Rock, inside The Nook. We 
highlighted artists and featured local musicians. We shared the 
stories of our local people and preserved the history of our area.  
 
Sue Vinson enjoyed seeing photos of her daddy, who was an extra 
in the film (at left). 

 



leading the way. 

 

 
 

Trustees Paul Sugg and Olivia Bennett-Bear 
spent a lot of time re-imagining the 
Tomlinson Science Center ahead of its 
reopening in April (left). It paid off as people 
of all ages enjoyed exploring the world of 
science! 

 
 

 

 
Our staff works hard to provide 
an exceptional experience for 
every guest. They are constantly 
learning and proudly represent 
our community at functions 
throughout Arkansas and 
around the country.   

 

 

 
Our volunteers play a pivotal role in fulfilling our mission and 
sharing our story. During “Our Walls Are Talking,” local 
volunteers dressed in period costume and played characters 
from in our local history to share the story of our community’s 
past. 
  
Nicky Webb (left) and Rudean Lester (right) were crowd 
favorites.  

 



setting an example. 

 

 
 
Our float won First Place in the annual 
Lions Club Rodeo Parade in June. We love 
participating in our community’s events 
and helping promote our town every way 
we can. 

 

 

 
 
Our staff love teaching and sharing. Kedra Sugg, creative services, (left) taught 
elementary students how to make feeders from recycled materials on Earth Day.  
 
Linda Saksa and Gail Kulhavy, archivists, (right) coordinate our monthly Artisan 
Demonstrations on the first Saturday of each month. 

 
 

 

 
Welcoming visitors to the museum and Main Street are one 
of our favorite things we do! We love friendly conversation 
and sharing our knowledge of our community. Seeing our 
visitors’ faces light up with excitement as they explore Main 
Street, especially when they leave town with new treasures, 
they have found…including great memories. 

 

 



reaching out. 

 

 
 
The Foundation’s Main Street 
Calico Rock program hosts a Third 
Friday event every month. Main 
Street businesses stay open late 
with sales and special events. 
 

  

 

 

 
The Artisans host the First Saturday to highlight their talent and 
skill. In July, Jon Brandhorst (Gears and Beerz) (left) showed us 
how he upscales materials that normally would end up in the 
landfill into beautiful and useful wine and beer caddies. Phyllis 
Haynes (right) demonstrated her colorful and imaginative 
pottery sculpting. Linda Saksa (Linda’s Hot Wraps) and Gail 
Kulhavy (Simply Stoned) coordinate these events. 
  

 

 

 
 
 
One of the most important aspects of our work, as a Foundation, is 
promoting our community. We have reached thousands of people 
throughout a five-state region through targeted advertising on 
Facebook, Messenger, and Instagram with minimal investment.  
 

 



teaching the future. 

 

 
 
The museum hosted Science Day in July. 
We had thirty-eight students attend the 
full-day program sponsored by Bancorp 
South and Pirate Graphics & Designs.  
 

  
 

 

 
Executive Director Gloria Sanders joined fellow small 
museum leaders in accepting the Small Museum 
Operating Grant from the Department of Parks, 
Heritage & Tourism in Little Rock in June. Heritage 
Division Director Jimmy Butler made the check 
presentation. 
  

 

 

 
 
This year, the museum began Calico Rockin into Science. Over a 
series of Saturdays this fall, we welcomed dozens of elementary 
students to bring science to life. The students explored and engaged 
with scientific concepts, enjoyed lunch, and shared with one another.  
 

  



serving the community. 

 

 
 
Foundation Trustee Sue Whittington 
teaches basket weaving during a class 
in The Nook as part of our community 
outreach and education programs. 
 

 
 

   
 
After considerable discussion, the Foundation sold the original building we purchased in 2010. This sale provided the funds to purchase the 
historic Wiseman Hotel building a few doors down. This building house Clinkingbeard’s Dry Goods for over 65 years. The Foundation is moving 
The Marketplace to this building over the winter and will install an Economic Center upstairs for start-up businesses and office space for rent. 
 
The Foundation received two lots behind Main Street as a gift from Mark Tew and Linda Boulton. These lots were cleared by hand by inmates 
from the North Central Unit and are being developed as a “green” community space that will provide environmentally-friendly parking and 
community gardens. These two acquisitions will work in tandem to continue the development of the Main Street Historic District. 

 



a brighter tomorrow. 

 

 
 
 
In the Fall, we hosted young families for pumpkin 
decorating and games. It was a wonderful way to 
spend a Saturday afternoon and bring families 
together. 
 

  
 

 

 
 
The museum hosted 
Calico Rock students in 
Kindergarten and First 
Grade aboard the Polar 
Express to meet Santa. 
 

 
 

   
 
We close our report of activities with images from the annual Lighted Christmas Parade. This parade began years ago as the brainchild of Pineville 
Fire Chief Mike Stephen. Sgt. Stephen was killed in the line of duty on a call for the Stone County Sheriff’s Office. The parade rolls off in his memory 
from the bridge that is named in his honor with a Pineville VFD truck leading the way.  



financial reports 

  
 



financial reports 

  
 



leave a legacy 

 

 
 
 
 

F. Stowe Easton Endowment Fund 
 
A savant of railroad history and anything related to trains, F. Stowe Easton was a hard worker and caring 
brother. Our Endowment Fund began in 2014 with a generous gift from his estate. The fund will provide 
for future capital needs, expansion, and long-term security of the foundation. Leave a legacy for our 
community through a gift to our endowment fund. 

 

 

 

 
 

Ed Matthews Educational Growth Scholarship Fund 
 
The Rev. Dr. Ed Matthews was a dear friend to Calico Rock. He was born and raised in Old Joe, and he 
never forgot where he came from. He was a founding member of our board of trustees and was a 
champion and cheerleader for our museum until the day the Lord called him home. Ed pulled out his 
checkbook and wrote the first check to the foundation in 2008. His $500 check let us open our bank 
account and the rest is history. Help us honor Ed's contribution with a tax-deductible gift today. The 
scholarship fund promotes educational growth for artists, historians, researchers, and public-school 
programs.  

 
 
 
 



donor recognition 
Chairman’s Circle 
 
Arkansas Arts Council 
Arkansas Humanities Council 
Carl Miller, Jr. Foundation 
City of Calico Rock 
First National Bank of Izard County 
Freda & Beau Hardison 
Jill Easton & James Spencer 
John and Robyn Horn Foundation 
Joseph Rota 
Mark Tew and Linda Boulton 
Mid-America Art Alliance 
Mitchell’s Park Street Pharmacy 
Paul Bodericker 
Steven & Sarah Mitchell 
United States Congress 
Windgate Foundation 
 

Platinum Sponsors 
 
Carl H. Miller, Jr. Foundation 
Greg and Terri Sue Hamby 
Jim and Kathie Mitchell 
Patricia Kilpatrick 
 

  
Gold Sponsors 
 
Bancorp South 
Jeff and Julia Luke 
Mitch and Kaye Arnold 
Pirate Graphics & Design 
Wanda Sanders Estate 
Yelcot Communications 

Silver Sponsors 
 
B & B Supply 
Billie Bell 
Game Portal 
Harps Food Stores, Inc. 
Killian Trucking & Excavation 
Paul and Terry Pomeroy 
Vann Coe 
WoofWoof 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calico Rock Community Foundation, Inc. 
105 Main Street 

Calico Rock, Arkansas 72519 
870-297-6100 

 
 

Proud Member of the Arkansas Museums Association 
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