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What Is Your Legacy?
On a long airplane trip back from Johannesburg, South Africa in August, I was plagued with a question offered not only to me but to my wife as we were going down the highway to an early morning conference by a great new friend and colleague, Kudzai Shoko.  Perhaps, I should say Pastor Kudzai who was from Zimbabwe.  He had been traveling with us for over two weeks as he will have a major role “forming a culture of fatherhood in Southern Africa countries in the years to come.”    I found him extremely intellectual but having the innate ability to connect the heart and the soul and then communicating that.  In fact, I must admit as we traveled and talked, I thought to myself, this guy really “gets fatherhood” and it took me nearly a lifetime of failed fatherhood experiences to really get what a good father is and to act upon those principles on a daily basis.   So, he asked this really simple question, “What legacy are you going to leave your sons?”  My wife and I looked at each other and I could respond with a few thoughts but then paused knowing I had not really formed the answer I wanted if my life ended on that highway.  Sure, I could say and did say things like my values such as honor, hard work, servanthood, our ministry of fathering and sort of a list of “fluffy things.”  At the end of the day, all those were correct but it didn’t feel just right to me.  I found myself staring out the airplane window late that night remembering this funny smile on Kudzai’s face.  After all, I was the guy coming to South Africa teaching Fatherhood!  I sort of laughed to myself thinking for the past days my wife and I had been sharing our failures as a couple and me as a father and how we had “climbed out of terrible pit of anguish” and turned our family and marriage into something nice and here I am knowing my answers were really not the ones I wanted to provide.  Darn it!
So, after several months of thinking about this and continuing my re-examination of my life as a father, a man, a husband, a son and an uncle I came up with some things for all of us to pause and consider in this Legacy question.  But let’s get a good definition of what we are talking about when we say “legacy.” In historical terms, a legacy is something that is handed down from one period of time to another period of time. A historical legacy can be a positive thing or a negative thing. For example, the invention of the wheel (for carts, as a pottery wheel, as a grinding wheel to help turn grain into flour, and as an early water wheel) in Mesopotamia can be seen as something positive. The development of slavery is a negative legacy. Sometimes countries or civilizations can leave a legacy. In Athens, in Ancient Greece, people voted on their leaders. They created an early form of democracy. Greece, and later, Ancient Rome voted for their leaders for many generations.

Some families pass objects and ideas down from generation to generation. These objects and ideas can also be called legacies. It may have to do with a person or many people. Individuals can leave a historical legacy. More than 2000 years ago the Greek Mathematician, Euclid of Alexandria, collected and wrote down ideas about geometry and measurement in a text called Elements. Students still use these ideas when they learn about mathematics.

Legacies are, more or less, what we remember about a person or a country. What an individual or a country does today might, in the future, be regarded as being important enough to be thought of as a legacy from the 21st Century.

Ok, I again reviewed what might be my Legacy and I really came up with some of the same responses on that South Africa highway but I think I have some deeper insights keeping in mind my original list.  My legacy and I hope by me writing this article, men, you will examine your hearts of what you want to leave your sons and daughters after you die.  I think when the day is done, my list includes some new things besides our ministry and how my sons did or did not gain values from me as a man and as a father.  I think as they sit with their kids and wives over a fire or camping in the mountains or just a vacation ride remembering times and events with me that I would want a deeper reflection. Here goes:

My kids know that I am an emotional guy and I cry pretty easy.  I want them to be proud of their sensitivity and emotional side of their hearts and souls and let that reign in their lives.  I want them to remember that I allowed certain words or certain circumstances “sneak through my ‘manhood barriers’ and I let raw emotions be free in me.”  I want them to remember that I really have a lot of passion about the unfortunate and “the least of these.”  I want them to actualize the scriptures in Matthew and Luke regarding the beatitudes.  Blessed are! I want them to know those are foundational scriptures in my life as a man….a father.  I want them to know that I personalized the cross and there were times that I felt pain, hurt and scorn my not only from family but my friends and colleagues.  In no way do I place my self on the standard of Christ but He is in me and me in Him so those feelings and personalizing the cross is big for me.  I want them to know that on “My Walk to Emmaus” that I was a guy who made that walk many times never knowing He was there and even when He tried to reveal himself that I missed it but I got it in 1996.  I want them to know that they don’t have to miss Christ in their lives because of being too busy.  I want them to remember that I didn’t wait till it was too late and that I was no longer afraid and they have no reason ever to be afraid as men.
My list is longer and I am happy about that.  The bottom line I guess is that I leave them my heart as my legacy.  I want them to care for the hungry and the sick; I want them to know it is OK to loose sleep over those who are cold and hungry but it is more important to do more than their share about injustice and poverty.  Yes, I want them to know that they have a voice in today’s world and they can make a difference.  Never in my failures as a father or as a husband or as a man did I dream of standing in front of thousands across the world proclaiming that there is an answer to all of this and He says to Follow Me.  But perhaps more than all of this is that I want them to know as men and fathers that the trait of a Good father rivals the trait of our Heavenly Father.  I hope they finally saw that a bad tongue, a temper, a misguided professional career, stress and all the things I regret are not trademarks of 0ur Heavenly Father.  
Men, what is your legacy?  People say it is never too late but my experience says different.  I have seen hundreds of lives change in a second from extreme trauma, cancer, accidents, house fires and heart attacks and the list is big.  I saw more than a few die without ever establishing who they were in life, in the life of their children and I now understand why there are so many “wounded adults” sitting in our churches or working in everyday jobs that hurt and have terrible voids in their lives because a legacy was never passed down either in writing, in person or in a positive remembrance.  Don’t put off making sure you have something good and positive to give that little boy or little girl.  They will always remember and carry either a good memory or no memory they want to recall because it may be too painful and they lock that pain far away where it doesn’t hurt.

You might sit back and read this and simply not think it is a big deal – I promise you it is one of the biggest gifts that will live for years to come in the lives of the generations that follow your life.  I hope when you’re asked “What is Your Legacy” that you do better than me.  Your “Action Plan” is to take time and review your life and determine “if you died today” how they will remember you in years to come. It will be one of the greatest gifts you can give your children.  
My appreciation for the conversations Master Trainer Pastor Kudzai Shoko of South Africa and I had the past few days via Skype for me to “tune up” this article.  I think he said it well about legacy, “I want my sons to know that the legacy I have passed down rival the heart of the Heavenly Father”…..in other words, when you see my heart, you see the Heavenly Father also.  Amen and thanks Kudzai.  

So, in conclusion, I had to go back and review my dad in growing up – his legacy given to me.  Many or probably most of my characteristics or what I just described as my legacy came down from my dad.  As I write this article, I realized that nearly all of the things that shaped my values, emotions, feelings were things I watched in my dad. Yes, he had a bit of temper but he was insistent that things were done right, people taken care of and you provide for family. There are some things in all fathers that you watched and said, “I bet I won’t do what my father did or I want act the way he did and the list goes on…but my experience is that you usually end of doing those things or being that type of person.” Some of it is not so good but for all of his sons, well, we did OK. We went down some paths we regretted and spent too much time at work and sometimes work over ruled our home.  At the end, we figured that out in trying to balance all that out – some painful lessons along the way.  Each of us on our own journey found ways to combat the paths that lead us to destruction and probably because of what we say in our dad was a trait that ‘we will survive…this will not beat me.”
Here is a good way of handling this as an example of my experience:

So, to my dad I want you to know that my legacy came from you and from Granddaddy Clark and down the line.  There were some good things and some bad things but at the end of the day – I think the legacy I pass down will be a bit healthier than what you passed down to me and my boys will pass down an even better legacy. But, for this, I need to credit you dad. Soon to be 94 you are still teaching, intensive about right and wrong and emotional and loving to family. I have a lot to be proud of and I thank you dad for the legacy you passed down to me.

I love you and I am proud of you and I am glad I call you Father.  You have given me a positive insight of how much my Heavenly Father loves me and Cares For me through your example of a Christ like Man.  You, without realizing it, taught me some things I will avoid that scared me about you and that is perfectly fine.  The point is probably “I got it despite some pain in figuring it out.”  I will not be a grown man and look down at your grave and never regret you knowing these things.  I know you are OK with this. 
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