

Commander’s Stuff
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069

Gonakadet@att.net
Fellow Veterans,

   This month we said our farewells to Chester Gasaway, a veteran of WWII.  He was a coxswain in the Navy. Not being a Navy man, I fumbled through the pronunciation, but I know the responsibility it carried. He was the one at the helm, the driver of the ship.  Commanders come and go, but the coxswain is always there. He is the one who can stop a command when it is unreasonable. He is the one who knows the capabilities of his vessel and directs her in the proper course. Chester steered his life with Mary Jane at the command and made a beautiful family together.  He did what we are all supposed to do:  Serve our God, our Country and take care of our own.  
   Our Post was served by his participation and our community was served through his building expertise.  Post 10778 was humbled by the gratitude his family shared with us as we simply said our thanks to his service to his country and his community. We wish him ‘Fair Seas and Following Winds.’

   On a happier note, our last two meetings have been graced with the generation Z’s interpretation of what our veterans mean to them. They are a generation that doesn’t know of a world without the Internet. Some were born after 9/11, yet their words were worthy of a fireside chat. They were inspirational and worthy of our accolades. Thank you, Bruce Harken, for inviting such fine young men and women to our meetings. 

   To Ed Polarski, I am working on a new calling tree that will rely more heavily on the members that are more active than others. It is a great disservice when we have a less than formidable showing when our members leave our presence.  

   To all, spring is in the air….somewhere, just not in Western Springs….yet!

Semper Fi,

Mike Winner
Super Bowl Party Raises Funds for Veterans at Fisher House
By Walt Bergenthal

(708) 246-4858

Statement of funds as of 2/10/15:

Post General Fund

$11,663.91
Post Relief Fund

    2,292.83
Post Dues Reserve

       109.25
TOTAL:


$14,065.99
   Our sympathy to the family of Chester Gasaway, who passed away early this month. Chet served as a coxswain in the Navy during World War II. He was in both the Pacific and Atlantic theaters of operations.
   Kudos to Chris Schaus, daughter of Life Member Jack Schaus, for putting on a A. Eicoff & Co. Super Bowl dip tasting party to benefit the Fisher House. She collected $800 for this great cause. 

   How do you like the following comparison?

Wounded Warrior Project 2013
vs
VFW Poppy Days for 2013
Administrative

Expenses

$9,199,990




Zero

Fundraising

Expenses

$34,764,110




Zero

New Siberia Japanese Detainee Documents Found
By Carol Anne O’Donnell

(708) 246-1204
The following is taken from the Jan. 10, 2015, edition of Bits ‘N Pieces, the official publication of the National Alliance of Families:
   “Previously undisclosed documents on Japanese soldiers and civilians detained in

Siberia and elsewhere just after World War II are being stored at a Russian public records office in Moscow, it has been learned. It is believed that the revelation about the records preserved at the State Archives of the Russian Federation will help in the gathering of information on those detainees whose fates are still unknown. In April, the Japanese government is to launch an investigation of the documents prepared by the former Soviet Union’s repatriation office and stored in 700 files.

   Immediately after the war’s end in 1945, former Soviet troops sent Japanese soldiers and civilians from northeastern China, Sakhalin and other locations to detention centers in the

Soviet Union, Mongolia and elsewhere, aiming to have them engage in heavy labor. Those detainees total an estimated 575,000, about 55,000 of whom died, according to the government.
   According to a preliminary survey by the Japanese government, the documents in question include information about the Japanese who died while detained and those whose fates have remained unknown. The documents also include journals and notes written about their daily lives at the detention centers. The State Archives Office declassified the records in 2012.

   Takeski Tomita, a professor emeritus at Seikei University, looked at some of the documents to quote portions in his book and other writings. After learning of the documents’ existence in 2013, the Japanese government asked Russia to cooperate in restarting investigations into the detainees. In December 2014, the two governments held talks on the issue and reached a broad agreement to start the investigation in April. After transferring the data onto DVDs by the end of this year, the Japanese and Russian governments plan to conduct a full-fledged investigation starting in 2016. Ahead of the Japanese government’s investigation, the Archives Office released some documents written in Russian to The Yomiuri Shimbun. The names of the Japanese who died at the Nakhodka camps in Siberia were typed in Russian … with the dates and causes of death, places of internment, prefectures of birth. … (it) also said the bodies were buried without coffins before August 1949—indicating that no humanitarian considerations were made for prisoners of war.” 

   Please remember all our POW/MIAs and their families in your prayers. As you see information is still being uncovered.
YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

Information for Vets
By Chuck Bosko

IDVA Veterans Service Officer/Appeals Specialist
(312) 980-4512 – Office

(708) 205-3541 - Cell

charlesbosko@illinois.gov
charles.bosko@va.gov
   Quiz time everyone. Without reading any further for a moment, answer the question I place before you: “Are you, the reader, aware of the average age of the Viet Nam veteran upon his/her death?”  
   If you are aware and indicated the age to be in the range of 67-69 or the actual age of 68, you are correct! If you are not aware or perhaps guessed somewhere around 75+, it is time to become aware.  
   As I read the most recent issue of The VVA Veteran *, I found myself once again in a frame of mind that is a bit astonished, angry and remorseful. 68 years old! Once more and as you read this, please say it out loud - 68 years old! And do keep in mind that the average life expectancy of all males in the good ole’ USA is, according to the Social Security Administration, 84.3 years old! Get the drift here? America’s Viet Nam vet, on average, is dying 16 years younger than the rest of America’s veteran population. 16 years!!

   Now a curious reader will inquire as to how I arrived at an age of 68 years. Fair enough. As mentioned above, the issue I read has a regular column –TAPS. (Appropriate title). This column is dedicated to the members of the VVA – Viet Nam Veterans of America- who passed away in previous months. I simply totaled all the ages and divided by the number of veterans. Simple enough; name, age, state of residence is listed and sometimes the cause of death. The publication listed 140 veterans. Of those deaths that included the causes, those were death by:  cancer – 27, heart issues -14, Parkinson’s -1.  Keep in mind that this magazine is published quarterly. And the TAPS column is only for members of the association.  Consider all VN vets nationwide. Are you disturbed yet?

   Readers are right to ask themselves, “Where is Chuck going with this?”  Well, I just may be writing this to raise the reader’s awareness. Actually, though, I am penning this article for one important, critical and urgent reason. IF you, the reader, has a diagnosed serious health issue, and you, the reader, are a Viet Nam veteran and have not submitted a claim for a service connected disability- especially an illness associated with exposure to the dioxin Agent Orange- then once you stop reading this article, gather your copies of your medical notes, grab your DD 214 and visit a veteran service officer (me or other vso) and request some professional advice. Today if not sooner. 

   And please understand, I am not sharing this to divide any category of veteran. Just understand that an entire generation of American service personnel has been exposed to a terrible chemical agent while simultaneously fighting an enemy combatant. Talk about double jeopardy! And the real problem is the-then current government in America more or less settled the war after Saigon fell. But for so many of our veterans THEY ARE STILL FIGHTING FOR THEIR LIVES! Concerned yet? You should be. 

   As a service officer, my responsibility is to not only afford you basic information about your benefits as a veteran. It is also my responsibility to advise and be an advocate regardless of the nature of an issue. With that written, here is my advice for March. My fellow Nam vets, if you have an illness and are not sure if it is an illness associated with exposure to Agent Orange do not simply throw the dice and attempt to travel the VA process alone or worst- ignore it. Visit a Veteran Service Officer. VSOs are located at the American Legion, VFW, DAV, Purple Heart, AMVETS and The Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs. We all do the same thing- provide advice and assistance for all veterans. And, form fellow Nam vets- welcome home.
   For all the vets from WW II, Korea, Dessert Storm, OIF/OEF and all those deployments in between and our peacetime vets, thank you all for your service.

Chuck Bosko

Member: VFW 10778, American Legion Post 1941, American Legion District 5, American Legion 1st Division, 82nd Abn Chicago Chap, Viet Nam Vets of America, and The 11th ACR Assoc. 
Editor’s note: IF you are interested in becoming aware of some VA benefits, there will be another free session of The five Ws of Veterans’ Benefits from 7 to 8 p.m. Monday, March 23, at Lyons Township High School- South Campus in Western Spring. To register, visit www.lths.net  - adult and community education.  Look for veterans & family benefit and enter code #10081.    

*Nov/Dec, 2014, Vol. 34, No. 6 published by the Viet Nam Veterans of America
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Save the Dates





March 10th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church


March 12th – Hospital Visit


March 13th – deadline for April newsletter


April 14th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church

















