WGS 305- Race and Masculinities

Spring Semester 2011

Room Harper 65
Thursdays 4-6:50pm
Instructor- Dr. Edward Flores

Office: Harper 65
Office Hours: By Appointment Only
Office Phone: 

Course Objective

How are notions of manhood constructed across lines of race and class?  This course will explore the social construction of manhood, drawing upon literature in sociology and race/class/gender studies.  Theories of race and gender will be used to analyze Black and Latino men’s experiences with discrimination, violence and inequality.  In particular we will focus on Raewyn Connell’s (1987) theory of hegemonic masculinity, and Omi and Winant’s (1986) theory of racial formation.  Readings will focus on the structure, ideas and practices of several major social spheres, such as the household, education, work, the street, and religion.  There will be a particular focus on social problems such as street gangs and delinquency, and we will ask the broader significance of such academic knowledge.
Books

The required books for the course are:

Connell, R.W. (2002[1987]). Gender (2nd ed.). Malden, MA: Polity.

Messner, Michael A. (1997). Politics of Masculinities: Men in Movements. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Lopez, Nancy. (2003). Hopeful Girls, Troubled Boys: Race and Gender Disparity in Urban Education.  New York: Routledge.

Majors, Richard and Janet Mancini Billson. (1992). Cool Pose: The Dilemmas of Black Manhood in America. New York, NY: Simon and Schuster.

Lee, Stacey. (2005). Up against whiteness: race, school, and immigrant youth. New York: Teachers College Press.

Mirandé, Alfredo (1997). Hombres y Machos: Masculinity and Latino Cultura. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Assigned Reading

The class will first start with a review of major theoretical developments in the fields of race and gender, which are useful for the study of men and masculinities.  The second part of this class will explore more substantive issues concerning the experiences of urban, low-income men of color, such as social inequality, images and institutionalized practices.  The third and final part of this class will question the broader significance of raced/gendered negotiations affecting men of color, as well as broader society.
Course Requirements

Grading

Grades for the class will be weighted as follows:

Class Presentation- 20%
Reflection Papers- 20%
Seminar Paper- 60%
Assignments

There will be three types of assignments in this class: the class presentation, reflection papers, and the seminar paper.  I encourage all students to apply each of these assignments to his/her personal focus of study, even if there is a somewhat loose fit.

Reflection Papers- Each student will be responsible for emailing a single-spaced summary, no longer than 1 page, on one reading of his/her choice.  The purpose of this summary is to highlight argument of the selected reading, and how it pertains to one’s field of study. This assignment is due the night before class, and I will use these reflection papers to make connections during class discussions.

Class Presentation- Each student will present at least twice during the course of the semester on a particular set of readings, in a group of two or three.  Each student will write a 2-3 page summary of a selected reading, and the group will collectively present a list of questions for class discussion.  Like the reflection papers, these are due the night before class.
Seminar Paper- The seminar paper should be 20 pages in length, and link together many of the course’s key readings in a way which relates to the student’s particular intellectual interests.  I will be very flexible in regards to the format of the paper, and we can decide as a class what this will look like as the semester nears to a close. 

Class Policies

Etiquette

As with any class, I expect students to behave in a courteous and respectful manner.  Talking with other students during class will not be tolerated.  Much of the process of intellectual growth takes place during class discussions, and this is not possible without an open environment in which to share ideas.  In addition, cell phones should be turned completely off at the beginning of class.  Using a computer to surf the internet will not be allowed.  These behaviors distract everyone from the process of learning. 
Academic Integrity

I expect students to act in accordance with Claremont Graduate University’s honor code.  
Theoretical Foundations in Masculinities (Weeks 1-5)

We begin the course with five weeks of theory-oriented scholarship.  This will give us useful concepts for analyzing more substantive material, such as the experience of men of color in different social institutions, which we will examine later in the course.
Week 1- The Social Construction of Race/Gender

This week I will be introducing the course, as well as some of the more prominent themes structuring our readings and discussions.  What are race and gender?  Are they illusory, simply socially constructed categories?  Are they essential in nature?  This week I will also introduce the concept of hegemony, and how it applies to Omi and Winant’s (1986), Connell’s (2002) and Bonilla-Silva’s (2006) theories of race and gender.

Thursday, January 20th
Chapters 2, 4, 6, 7 in Connell, R.W. (2002). Gender. Malden, MA: Polity.


Chapter 4, “Racial Formation” in Omi, Michael and Howard Winant. (1994[1986]). Racial Formation in the United States: From the 1960s to the 1980s.  New York, NY: Routledge.

Chapter 1, “The Strange Enigma of Race in Contemporary America” in Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo. (2006). Racism Without Racists: Color-Blind Racism and the Persistence of Racial Inequality in the United States. New York, NY: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers.

Week 2- Sex and Sexualities

Last week we examined how race and gender are constructed through structure (inequality) and culture (ideas).  This week we will examine how race and gender are constructed through a third level of inquiry: social interaction.  How do sex and sexuality shape the construction of masculinity?  How do such practices, in return, reshape the gender order?  

Thursday, January 27th
Chapter 3: “Pleasurable Dangers, Dangerous Pleasures” in Gonzalez-Lopez, Gloria. (2005). Erotic Journeys: Mexican Immigrants and their Sex Lives. 

Chapter 4: “Sex Codes and Family Life among Northton’s Youth” in Anderson, Elijah. (1990). Streetwise: Race, Class, and Change in an Urban Community. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

Chapter 6: “A Place Called Home: Mexican Immigrant Men’s Family Experiences” in Cantu, Lionel. (2009). The Sexuality of Migration: Border Crossings and Mexican Immigrant Men. New York, NY: New York University Press.

Chapter 7: “Male Love” in Bourgois, Phillippe. (2009). Righteous Dopefiend. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.
Week 3- Hegemonic Masculinity

This week we examine, in-depth, the concept of “hegemonic masculinity.”  How is hegemonic masculinity reconstituted?  How is it normative?  How are other raced and gendered images and identities constructed in relation to hegemonic masculinity?  
Thursday, February 3rd
Chapter 8: “Sexual Character” in Connell, R.W. (1987). Gender and Power: Society, the Person, and Sexual Politics.  Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 
Michael A. Messner. (2007). “The Masculinity of the Governator: Muscle and Compassion in American Politics.” Gender & Society 21: 461-481

Barber, Kristen. (2008). “The Well-Coiffed Man: Class, Race, and Heterosexual Masculinity in the Hair Salon.” Gender & Society 22(4): 455-476.

Week 4- Constructing Masculinities through Difference
How is gender a performance?  How is difference relational, rather than layered?  How does conceptualizing masculinities in plural form advance our understandings of race and gender?
Thursday, February 10th
West, Candace, and Zimmerman, Don H. (1987). Doing Gender. Gender and Society, 1(2): 125-151.

West, Candace, and Fenstermaker, Sarah. (1995). Doing Difference. Gender and Society, 9: 8-37.

Chapter 3: “The Social Organization of Masculinity” in Connell, R.W. (1995). Masculinities. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.
Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette and Michael Messner (1994). “Gender Displays and Men’s Power: The “New Man” and the Mexican Immigrant Man.” In Harry Brod and Michael Kaufman (eds) Theorizing Masculinities. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.

Week 5- Structure, Culture and Interaction
In previous weeks we examined how race and gender can be analyzed on three levels: structure, culture and interaction.  This week a reading by Michael Messner illustrates how these three levels of analysis through an empirical example.  We also discuss a debate between Baca Zinn and Mirande: are Mexican/Chicano masculine expressions best examined through the lens of culture or structure?  
Thursday, February 17th
Messner, Michael A. (2000). Barbie Girls Versus Sea Monsters: Children Constructing Gender. Gender & Society 14(6):765-784.

Mirandé, Alfredo (1997). Hombres y Machos: Masculinity and Latino Cultura. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Baca Zinn, Maxine. (1982). "Chicano Men and Masculinity." Journal of Ethnic Studies 10(2):29-44.
Marginality and the Construction of Race/Masculinity (Weeks 6-10)

This week starts our five week substantive investigation into the experiences of urban, low-income men of color.  For the next five weeks we will investigate how race and masculinity are socially constructed through the spheres of the street, the educational system, and work.  How do men of color resist hegemonic ideas?  How does such resistance reproduce, and reconstitute hegemony?  

Week 6- Gangs, Marginality and Manhood
How does the street organize masculinity?  How are symbolic elements of social interaction appropriated by men performing masculinity?  How are structural barriers important in shaping these interactions?  How are such practices institutionalized over a long period of time?

Thursday, February 24th
Chapter 1: “Gangland” in Thrasher, James Frederic. (1927). The Gang: A Study of 1,313 Gangs in Chicago. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

Chapter 6: “A Gang Life” in Vigil, James Diego. (2007). The Projects: Gang and Non-Gang Families in East Los Angeles. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Chapter 5: “Young Men in the Streets: Honor and Reputation,” in Horowitz, Ruth. (1983). Honor and the American Dream: Culture and Identity in a Chicano Community. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Chapter 6: “In Ticuani He Goes Crazy: The Second Generation Negotiates Gender” in Smith, Robert C. (2006). Mexican New York: Transnational Lives of New Immigrants. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Week 7- Education and Criminalization 
How do social interactions within the educational system help reproduce race/class/gender inequality?  How have images of boys/men been instrumental?
Thursday, March 3rd
Chapter 6: “Getting in Trouble,” in Ferguson, Ann Arnett. (2000). Bad Boys. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.
Lopez, Nancy. (2003). Hopeful Girls, Troubled Boys: Race and Gender Disparity in Urban Education.  New York: Routledge.

Week 8- Resistance

The book we will discuss this week follows on the theme from last week, however we will be focusing on men’s resistance.  How do structural obstacles to conventional expressions of manhood reshape masculine expressions?  How are gendered practices reconstituted?  How is resistance a key feature?

Thursday, March 10th
Majors, Richard and Janet Mancini Billson. (1992). Cool Pose: The Dilemmas of Black Manhood in America. New York, NY: Simon and Schuster.

Week 9- Racialized Assimilation 
What is protest masculinity?  How and why is it expressed?  What are the similarities between Poynting’s observations and those of Stacey Lee?  How do the two authors’ conclusions differ?

Thursday, March 24th
Poynting, Scott. (1999). “‘Intersections’ of Masculinity and Ethnicity: A Study of Male Lebanese Immigrant Youth in Western Sydney.” Race Ethnicity and Education 2(1):59-77.

Lee, Stacey. (2005). Up against whiteness: race, school, and immigrant youth. New York: Teachers College Press.

Week 10- Work, Exclusion and Manhood 
How are Mexican immigrant gardeners’ experiences structured by dominant conventions of masculinity?  How are urban gang members’ experiences structured by conventions of masculinity?  How do their structural positions shape how they express manhood?  How does this deepen our understanding of Latino masculinities beyond Baca Zinn and Mirande’s work?

Thursday, March 31st
Ramirez, Hernan. (2010). “Masculinity in the Workplace: The Case of Mexican Immigrant Gardeners.” Men and Masculinities. 

Rios, Victor M. (2009). “The Consequences of the Criminal Justice Pipeline on Black and Latino Masculinity.” Annals of the Academy of Political and Social Sciences. 623(1):150-162.

Ramirez, Hernan and Edward Flores. (2010) “Latino Masculinities in the Post 9/11 Era,” in

Maxine Baca Zinn, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo and Michael A. Messner (eds.), Gender Through

the Prism of Difference.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Contested Masculinity (Weeks 11-15)
The following five weeks will follow from the first two sections of class, which examined theoretical paradigms of race and gender, and the substantive issues concerning men (especially men of color) in major institutions.  We will ask, what trends do we see in gendered negotiations?  What is the broader social significance of such gendered negotiations?

Week 11- The Patriarchal Bargain
What is the patriarchal bargain?  How have major institutions been affected by the feminist movement of the 1960s/70s?  How have men’s institutional privileges been contested? 

Thursday, April 7th
Kandiyoti, Deniz. (1988). “Bargaining with Patriarchy.” Gender & Society 2(3): 274-290

Chapter 6: “Global Ministries of Love and New Wave Evangelicalism,” in Stacey, Judith. (1990). Brave New Families: Stories of Domestic Upheaval in Late Twentieth Century. New York, NY: Basic Books.

Heath, Melaine. (2003). “Soft-Boiled Masculinity: Renegotiating Gender and Racial Ideologies in the Promise Keepers Movement.” Gender & Society 17(3) 423-444.

Week 12- Recovery and Fatherhood
What is the process of recovery?  How is it gendered?  How does it reflect broader negotiations of men’s institutional privileges?  How are these processes also shaped by race?

Thursday, April 14th
Chapter 5: “Domestic Abdication, Individualism and Machismo,” in Brusco, Elizabeth. (1995). The Reformation of Machismo: Evangelical Conversion and Gender in Colombia. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Chapter 8: “Vulnerable Fathers” in Bourgois, Phillippe. (2003[1995]). In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio.

Brandes, Stanley. (2003). “Drink, Abstinence, and Male Identity in Mexico City.” In Matthew C. Gutmann (ed) Changing Men and Masculinities in Latin America. Durham: Duke University Press.

Flores, Edward. (2009). I am Somebody: barrio Pentecostalism and gendered acculturation among Chicano ex-gang members. Ethnic and Racial Studies 32:6.
Week 13- Recovery and Fatherhood (cont’d)
This week I will ask for students’ comments and suggestions for a working copy of my dissertation, which is under review for publication with an academic publishing press.  How are some of the major themes in this class lacking in this manuscript?  What concepts should further be elaborated?  I encourage open and honest suggestions, and invite thoughtful reflections that may help to move this project further.
Thursday, April 21st
Flores, Edward. (Under Review). Faith and Community: Recovering Gang Members in Los Angeles.

Week 14- Men and Movements
What are the different types of prominent social movements among men?  What issues are they organized around?  How do they reify or renegotiate gendered practices?  How do readings from previous weeks fit into Michael Messner’s typology of movements?  Is this portrait complete?
Thursday, April 28th
**Messner, Michael A. (1997). Politics of Masculinities: Men in Movements. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Week 15- Workshop
You will share your seminar paper with your peers, as well as give helpful comments and feedback to others’ papers.  

Thursday, May 5th
Discuss comments in groups of three.
Turn in Seminar Papers
Thursday, May 12th
3

