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Cyclo de Mayo

From the President

Cyclo de Mayo, scheduled for
May 3, has been cancelled.

North Coast is as much about
the spirit of biking as it is
about trails and the
community. We support the
moment of biking; that is,
the moment you first ride a bike as a youngster, the joy of a
summer day on wheels, and freedom to go anywhere under your
own power. Nowadays, that moment might be on an ice road, on
a normal road, in the forest or on a trail. Any time of year, almost
any place, bikes can go there.
The world of biking has changed so much since the 60s when we
had the sturdy (and heavy) steel-frame bikes. Today, a bike can
weigh half as much as the fastest bike back then. Any frame or
tire combination is available, and even electric-assist bikes extend
the joys of biking for those lessened by age. We are working to
keep biking moments alive in an age when it is easy to be
indoors. This requires a lot of volunteer eﬀort. We need people to
step up to tasks that have been done by the same person or
people for years. For example, Alex Faber organized Bike Across
the Bay again this year, in which she was strongly supported by a
cast of our member volunteers. And although Superior Vistas has
been cancelled this year, our future events depend upon people
stepping up to fill volunteer roles. Thanks to all of our volunteers
who’ve made our accomplishments possible.
We’ve returned several thousands of dollars to the community to
increase participation in biking, including riding programs for
children. We also are working to improve the Washburn rail trail
and other trails in the Chequamegon Bay area. In doing so, we
hope to raise the profile of biking, and create a political will to
bring more biking resource to our area. Thank you.

Membership Signup
or Renewal
It’s that time of year again
when bikers of all types have
the chance to signup or renew
their $20 membership with the
North Coast Cycling
Association. Please make your
check out to NCCA, and mail
to: P.O. Box 254, Washburn, WI
54891. Or, visit our website at
northcoastcycling.com, and
click on the Join Us page and
scroll down to the Donate
button. Thank you!

Volunteers Needed!
Every year, the NCCA helps
organize biking events
throughout the Chequamegon
Bay area. We always need
volunteers to help us in a
number of ways. Although
some have been cancelled,
please look at our calendar on
page 4 to see if any events
interest you. Email
bike.north.coast@gmail.com
for more information.
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NCCA seeks steward
for Superior Vistas
(cancelled)
The Superior Vistas Tour
resumed last year after the event
was cancelled in 2018 due to
storm damage. Although there
were fewer participants in 2019,
it was a perfect summer day for
the event, which drew many
riders from around the region.
The NCCA, the Ashland
Chamber of Commerce and the
Washburn Chamber of
Commerce co-sponsor the
event. The proceeds are evenly
divided to local causes. We
wouldn’t be able to hold the
event without volunteers, who
organize the food, put up the
directional signs, man the
support stations and register the
participants.
Unfortunately, the NCCA has
cancelled the event this year
because of the COVID-19
outbreak. However, we’d like to
recognize Joe Groshek, who has
diligently organized the routes
and guided the volunteers in
setting up the directional signs
for years. We apologize for
cancelling the event this year,
but the health of our citizens
comes first. If you have any
questions, please contact Roger
Aiken at 715-209-4024 for more
information.
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Bike Across the Bay proves to be
a smooth ride this past February
The North Coast Cycling
Association once again hosted
Bike Across the Bay on Feb. 16 in
Washburn. The event is billed as
the most unique fat bike race in
Wisconsin because of its course
on Chequamegon Bay. For the
first time, the course followed the route of Book Across the Bay,
held on Feb. 15. It also featured professional chipped timing.
“We had a lot of feedback about last year’s course,” Alex Faber, lead
organizer, said. “Last year, we ended up with 17 inches of snow right
before the race, which meant grooming was very diﬃcult, if not
impossible. A few of our racers suggested using the already
groomed course from Book the night before.”
The event was a great success. Although a bit cold, the conditions
were otherwise perfect with minimal work needed to get the course
in shape. There were two distances of 10k and 20k, with a male and
a female category. Sixty two racers took to the ice, of which 25
raced in the 10k and 37 raced in the 20k. Racers and the general
public were treated to the sounds of The Chequamegon Bay
People’s Orchestra (as well as tacos) after the race at the
Harborview Event Center in Washburn.

COVID-19 creates obstacles for biking
The outbreak of COVID-19 has compelled all of us to think
about our behaviors, including biking. In fact, road biking has
been banned in several countries, and many of our NCCA
members are questioning whether or not they should be riding
in the first place. So far, that’s an individual decision, but it’s
worth contemplating. Two recent articles have been published
regarding good practices and safety tips for bikers during this
pandemic.
Please follow the links to the following:
http://www.cyclingnews.com/features/commentary-why-itsbetter-not-to-ride-together-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
and
https://www.bicycling.com/news/a31469228/cycling-duringcoronavirus/
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Helmets off to…!
Alex Faber
Alex is the rising
star of volunteers
for the NCCA.
She again served as
lead organizer for Bike Across
the Bay in Washburn this year.
John Murphy formerly was lead
organizer, but he was no longer
available due to an illness in the
family. Alex manages Bay City
Cycles in Ashland, and has
promoted many biking events
and weekly rides. She has
supported the NCCA’s Bike to
Work Week. She also has
provided merchandise for many
of our event raﬄes and
giveaways. Thank you, Alex, for
all of your support!

Nate Swiston
Nate has been
active with NCCA
since its inception.
He has spun
wheels in local
races, and been a
regular participant in the
Superior Vistas Bike Tour. Nate
has sold bikes at his
establishment, as well as
procured high-quality bikes for
our yearly fat bike raﬄe. He also
has promoted the AshlandWashburn trail improvement
project by obtaining easements.
Thank you, Nate!
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Washburn Elementary part of larger
All Kids Bike program
There was an article in the Feb. 28 online issue of the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel regarding the All Kids Bike program, of which
Washburn Elementary has participated. According to the article,
schools across the country have been implementing the program
for the past two years, and schools in Wisconsin (including
Washburn) are hopping on as well.
“The area of the state we’re in is really dynamic for all kinds of
biking,” say Matt Goodness, Elementary Physical Education
teacher at Washburn Elementary, as quoted from the article.
“We’ve been looking for ways to connect our students to all the
types of biking they can do.” When Goodness’ wife told him
about All Kids Bike, he got the school to approve the program,
and set about raising funds. He used a small grant from the
NCCA, which he leveraged with a much larger grant from the
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) to fund the
nearly $5,000 program.
Strider Education Foundation, the non-profit arm of Strider
Balance Bikes, developed the curriculum, which allows physical
education teachers to become certified in teaching kindergartners
the tricky business of balancing and pedaling simultaneously. The
bonus is that these teachers provide guidance in their schools’
gyms. Congratulations Washburn Elementary! Please read the full
article at: jsonline.com: https://www.jsonline.com/story/life/
wisconsin-family/2020/02/28/all-kids-bike-program-teachesmilwaukee-kindergartners-ride-bikes/4869796002/

NCCA seeks grant for trail resurfacing
Last year, the NCCA attempted to file a grant with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources via the City of Washburn and
Bayfield County to resurface the existing ATV/snowmobile trail
that runs along the former Chicago, Northwestern rail easements
in Washburn. The idea is to make it usable for all bikes. To our
surprise, title to some of the right of way was not clear on the
county records, and we couldn’t file the grant in time. We’re
continuing this eﬀort, and we’ll keep you posted via our website
as thing progress and develop. Thank you.
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North Coast Cycling Association Calendar of Events

MAY
3rd

Cycle de Mayo: Annual Party
Harbor View Event Center, Washburn
(Cancelled)

AUG
2nd

MAY
23rd

Apple Blossom Run/Ride
Bayfi eld
(Cancelled)

SEP
21-27

JUNE
27

Superior Vistas Bike Tour
West End Park, Washburn
(Cancelled)

SEP
22

Madeline Island Fun Ride
Bayfi eld & Madeline Island
(Still scheduled, but stay tuned.)

National Bike to Work Week
(Still scheduled, but stay tuned.)

National Bike to Work Day
(Still scheduled, but stay tuned.)

A group of riders stop to pose during the Ben Weaver ride on June 20, 2019.

Contact Us
North Coast Cycling Association
PO Box 254

Visit us at www.northcoastcycling.com
Like us on Facebook

Washburn, WI 54891
Our mission is to get people out riding bikes, and to work towards developing scenic and safe bicycling
routes and trails for riders of all ages and abilities.
NCCA is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
We are an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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