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Announcement!!. M other opossums with babies, single babies, twosomes, siblingsf
Help us design a new and 6 came pouring into Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary this s}

t-shirt season. This year wedve had m s tr
’ Our volunteers have been great about jumping in doing whatever ne
See flyer for be done.
detalls.

Several new volunteers, wanting to learn more, quickly mastered ga
ing (inserting a feeding tube into the stomach) on the smallest orphanj

Inside this 'SosﬁJ(?SSums. Since baby opossums we |
more efficient way of feeding them. We know exactly how much for

Opossums Are Remat 2 : they are getting and we closely monitor the babies by obtaining a wei

Creatures each one when they come in. Their weight is used to determine exa
much formula that baby should get. The precise amount is then fed

Flight Cage Capital 2 tube. Charts are kept to ensure each individual baby is gaining weight and formula amounts are in-

Campaign creased as they gain weight. In order to tell the babies apart, we mark
them with surgical markers and use those markings on the chart for iden-
Qiicdtion. For example, one baby will have a single dot on his right ear,

another baby may have three dots on his left ear, and so forth.

|t Takes A3 |

Grilled Owl? 3
During weaning, we continue to weigh and track each baby so we can
monitor their transition from for.i
—_— . weight or starts losing weight, we can supplement via gavage feeding to
Did You Know: s help keep them healthy while making this transition.

Mother opossum taking
care of her babies whilg

recovering at GCWS. ] ] )
Mal e We coul dndt accomplish this withoi

cal |

ol If Tﬂk@JA M/Zﬂg@o _ . Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. is a volunteer based

ar e organization. We have volunteers who have been with
us for 30 years and volunteers who are brand new. No
Youn matter what initially brings a volunteer in, their love of animals and passion for helping those in need
jr E fs te will be the force that brings them back. Each volunteer brings their own skills and offerings to
. GCWS, from specialized skills (like our veterinarians and builders) to cooking meals or cleaning cag
or running errands (such as transports, vet trips and grocery/supply shopping). Each task is critical
saving these animals and no one person can d«
tact us 85453491 or email at info@goosecreekwildlifesanctuary.org and let us know your availabili

We Need Your Help 4

A few of the spring babies have already been released and many more will
’be released very soon!!

T A group of o
is called

East
ar e
10 i

and how youdd |like to help.
East {
2 g v f ; 33 = ] Zef Fessenderstopped by a garage sale to benefit GCWS in De-
'Y ’ cember. Zef and his wife Oona live in Florida during the winter
East ' months. After learning about GCWS, he reached out to us and offered

ar e
ing i

his handyman skills. Little did we know great friendships were in the
making. During their months in Florida, Zef spends a day each week
volunteering with GCWS. When Zef arrives at Cont 6d b nop



http://www.goosecreekwildlifesanctuary.org/
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Opossums ArerRemarkable Creatures

possums are some pretty fascinating creatures!! Based on fossil records, opgd
one of the oldest types of mammals. They were present on Earth at the samg
dinosaurs lived! Opossums are immune to rattlesnake, copperhead and cottonmout
Their body temperatures are so low it is almost impossible for them to harbour the r3
rus.

Opossums are North Americads only mar t al
birth. The babies are only 1/ 2 inch | t he
there until they are fully devel oped. de t
months old and nurse for 75 days before they are ready for solid food. Once they st*- ‘ ‘
turing out of the pouch, the babies w[% ; a & mot
A lot of young opossums are found alone as a result of the mother opossum being s
chased and the babies falling out of her pouch or off of her back as she tries to run & : : _
mother opossum will not return for lost babies and the babies cannot survive on theif @iver did not stop, a good Samarita
The opossums long tail helps them in climbing but they cannot hang from branches U%F%%After discovering the mother W

o . . alive and her pouch was full of babi
only their tail. Opossums are omnivores (eat plants and animals). One opossum c@n, con-

. . she called GCWS. Please safely chpck
sume an estimated 4,000 ticks per year. . .
for babies when you see a dead or ii-

Opossums are not territorial. They move constantly Ianded opossum.
search for food at different locations. They are noctu

animals and have very poor eyesight and sense of hearing. Luckily their sense of smell is gxcellent
| they use this to find food.

Opossums have 50 teeth. When threatened, they will show all 50 of their teeth but all they|want to
{i s get away. Yes, these mammals really| do

automatic physiological response to danger (like fainting). During this state, they mimic the smell al
* appearance of a dead animal. The lips may be drawn back, teeth bared, saliva foams around the n
“and they may emit a foul smel | . They chn o0
opossums have been killed by well meaning people who find a catatonic animal and assume the worse.

Opossums are solitary animals and live alone when not breeding. Their life span is only a couple of years in the wild.

oose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary is kicking off a | § pi-
@ palgn for a flight cage for large birds sy §1 as

awks, owls, crows, etc. To meet the federal requ| § -
ments, the cage will be 50 feet long, 10 feet wide and 12 feet tall. Currently, when our birds of prey are red §§ / for re
ditioning we have to transport them to another facility (sometimes 7 hours away) with a large flight cage tod § their f
ability and allow them to strengthen their wings. Sometimes we have to wait for a flight cage at another fag §J y to ha
opening. We had a large outdoor cage where the raptors could stay during this period, but Hurricane Herm| § destrt
the cage (and several other cages). We desperately need this new cage in order to provide required flight { § e and
for these birds before we can release them. TH e
on Facebook so you can follow the progress. You cg - 7

donate directly on that page, our regular Facebook p

via our website or mail in your donation and make a mm HH ‘.’ " :
that it is specifically for the flight cage. ‘ [ ‘
. p y g | g | AR 1 W \\\\\\\
- | Editors note: The Federal requirements for flight cagg |
. | eagles are 100 feet long 20 wide and 16 tall. Eagles

= >
= ,“‘\\{3“ w’—
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It Takes A Village... (continued from page 1)

GCWS, he first greets our education screech owls and then starts working on the list|of pro-

jects on the 0Zef Boardbo. Whet her it@gs tackling cage
a cage floor), putting up gutters or just coming up with ways to make our lives easierland more

organi zed, Zefds creativity and excelllent skills are i
During one of our work days, Zefds wifle Oona prepared

ing volunteers, which everyone greatly appreciated!!!

repa

nval

and

Dr. David Hale, DVM i For more than 30 years, Dr. David Hale has provided veter

narian care to Goose Creé¢k Wi ldlife Sangdg
Whether it is a dove with a broken leg, an eagle with a pro-
ken wing, a fawn with an infection or an opossum with f
Dr. Hale spinal injury, Dr. Hale has tirelessly provided the diagnpstics,
medicine and surgery they needed...asking nothing in feturn.

Since many of our patients arrive in critical condition, Or.
Hale often provides emergency advice via phone and text
messages. Non emergency wildlife patients are seen pe-
tween scheduled appointments at his busy practice at Cross
Creek Animal Clinic, 2728 Apalachee Parkway, Tallahassee,
FL. Dr. Hale often stays after hours to make sure evefy

patient is seen. How very fortunate we are to have someone so knowledgeable whose|passion
and dedication to the care and well being of animals aligns with ours!

Dr . Hal eé. Mentor, teacher, di agnost i ci a|AhovesDu Haegperiormasurgery
The next time you see Dr. Hale, please thank him for all he does for these animals! on a pelicanfs

frie
br ok

- N o! This is not a recipe for an unusual backyard BBQ dish. Itis an amlnzing
Grilled Owl? story of survival for one lucky screech owl.

It all started very early one the morning in Perry, FL. A consultant to one of{the

plywood mills had an early morning meeting. He left the motel in hisJrd R

highway but believed he had missed hitting it.

cles. The companion said he heard something under the hood of the Ford.
closer inspection revealed an Eastern Screech Owl wedged between the rg
the grill- STILL ALIVE! Getting the owl out of there seemed impossible. So
one suggested consulting with the mechanics at Timberland Ford right ther
ry. Unable to come up with any other option, the consultant decided to driv
there.

the only possible solution. The driver agreed and the mechanic performed
consuming extrication. The owl was still alive but quite docile, most probably in shock. He placed the owl in &
box (see photo) and called Chad Taylor, the local FWC officer. Chad in turn called Goose Creek Wildlife San
berland Ford did all that work for free! Thank you Timberland Ford for caring and taking action!!
Upon arrival at GCWS, the screech owl was examined and evaluated. Remarkably, this little owl suffered no
eat . Since we didndt know where he came from, wé

location and installed the box. The owl has a new home and a new house!

and arrived at the mill seemingly without incident. He did recall seeing a bifd on the

After the meeting was adjourned, he and another attendee walked back to their ver

Their
diator a
me-

 in Per-
P over

The service manager said they would have to remove the grill, a lengthy pr«lcess bt

he time
cardbo
tuary.

proken |

and no head trauma! He was treated for shock (warmed and given fluids). By the following day, he was aleft and e

st

observation for a short period before being released. When release time came, we took the owl and his nest pox to a




