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Pastor's Message:
Good Day Beloved,



It’s hard to believe that spring is
here … but it comes whether or
not we are ready. It makes me
think of the other things in our
lives that we are not ready for
them to come but they do …
seemingly without any warning.



We have  taken a  journey  th is  Lenten Season un l i ke  any  we have  in  the  years  I  have
been at  S t .  Pau l ’ s .  We looked at  “The  Case  For  Chr is t ”  and I  pray  that  we  learned

and grew f rom read ing  i t .  We have  had some amaz ing  “The  Chosen”  B ib le  S tud ies .
Our  l i t t le  church  i s  IN  THE WORD! ! ! ! !  Amen!

Holy  Week  i s  jus t  about  upon us ,  and I  hope you are  prepared for  the  emot iona l
ro l ler  coaster  that  th is  week  br ings .  Th is  week ,  in  my  op in ion ,  i s  the  most

important  week  o f  the  church  year .  Chr is t ’ s  b i r th  i s  t ru ly  important ,  but  i t  i s  so le l y
in  the  events  o f  th is  week  that  g i ve  us  hope .

So ,  what  w i l l  be  d i f ferent  for  us  th is  year  fo l lowing  Our  Sav ior ’ s  resurrect ion?  Wi l l
i t  jus t  mean that  we can  f ina l l y  have  the  th ings  we gave  up for  Lent?  Or  does  i t

have  a  deeper  meaning .  I  pray  you sa id  a  deeper  meaning .

Once  aga in  le t  us  ponder  the  words  f rom Luke  23 :  44-47  … “44  I t  was  now about
the  s ix th  hour ,  and there  was  darkness  over  the  whole  land unt i l  the  n inth  hour ,  45
whi le  the  sun 's  l i ght  fa i led .  And the  cur ta in  o f  the  temple  was  torn  in  two .  46  Then

Jesus ,  ca l l ing  out  w i th  a  loud vo ice ,  sa id ,  “Father ,  in to  your  hands  I  commit  my
sp i r i t ! ”  And hav ing  sa id  th is  he  breathed h is  las t .  47  Now when the

centur ion  saw what  had taken p lace ,  he  pra ised  God ,  say ing ,  “Cer ta in ly  th is  man
was  innocent ! ”

In  these  verses  f rom Luke ,  we  see  prophesy  fu l f i l l ed .  The  cur ta in  was  torn  in  two
and darkness  encompassed the  whole  land .  Th is  i s  a  sacr i f i ce  l i ke  no  other  man
has  made ,  nor  fa ther ,  for  that  mat ter .  Th is  was  the  b iggest  recorded act  o f  love

that  mank ind  has  been a  par t  o f .  God knew that  on ly  through the  death  and
resurrect ion  o f  H is  one  and on ly  Son Jesus  Chr is t  wou ld  humani ty  have  a  path  to

eterna l  sa lvat ion .  I  love  th is  scene as  dep ic ted  in  Mel  G ibson ’s  “Pass ion  Of  The
Chr is t . ”  A f ter  those  las t  words  were  ut tered by  Jesus  and He gave  up H is  sp i r i t ,  a
huge tear  dropped f rom Heaven .  Th is  i s  ind icat i ve  o f  the  sadness  that  God must

have  fe l t  as  He watched H is  Son mocked ,  r id icu led ,  tor tured ,  and cruc i f ied  for  the
s ins  o f  mank ind .

Do not  le t  th is  v i sua l  escape your  thoughts  dur ing  Ho ly  Week  and beyond.  Jesus
Loved us  so  much that  He  w i l l ing ly  endured a l l  o f  i t  for  you and me.  So ,  i f  Chr is t
cou ld  do  th is  for  us  …  then why  i s  i t  so  hard  for  us  to  share  a  minute  f rac t ion  o f

that  love  w i th  others?  That ,  my  be loved i s  what  must  be  d i f ferent  a f ter  Ho ly  Week
th is  year .  We must  be  renewed in  the  love  that  i s  Ho ly  Week .  Let  that  love  set  us

apar t  f rom the  wor ld .  Amen?

Rev .  Gary  R .  Pomrenke

He Has  R isen  … He Has  R isen  Indeed … A l le lu ia  ! ! !



LWML 

I  do  not  know about  you but  these  g l impses  o f  warm weather  are  rea l l y  get t ing  me
exc i ted  for  spr ing .  I  love  the  daf fod i l s  and the  return  o f  green leaves .  Granted I

cou ld  l i ve  w i thout  that  ye l lowish  f i lm on our  veh ic les  but  we cannot  have  one
wi thout  the  other .  

Ta lk ing  about  spr ing  I  hope the  lad ies  o f  our  church  w i l l  jo in  me in  th is  year ’ s
LWML DCMARVA Spr ing  Ra l l y .   I t  w i l l  be  a t  Grace  in  LaP la ta  on  Apr i l  30th  f rom 9
a .m.  to  noon.   I  am the  DCMARVA ( the  area  cover ing  DC ,  Mary land ,  and V i rg in ia )

Ass is tant  Zone Cha i r  wh ich  means  I  am he lp ing  to  p lan  th is  event  so  I  wou ld  rea l l y
l i ke  to  have  a  good showing  o f  support  f rom our  church .   P lus ,  our  very  own Pastor
wi l l  be  there  and ass is t ing  in  lead ing  o f  our  c los ing  worsh ip .  There  w i l l  be  t ime to
ming le  w i th  other  LCMS women f rom our  area ,  have  a  cont inenta l  break fas t ,  and

l i s ten  to  a  speaker .   When other  deta i l s  become ava i lab le ,  I  w i l l  be  sure  to  get
them out  to  everyone as  soon as  I  am ab le .  

I  have  been asked by  severa l  women what  the  LWML is .   I t  s tands  for  Lutheran
Women ’s  Miss ionary  League .   Any  women who at tends  an  LCMS church  i s  par t  o f

LWML,  i t  i s  the  woman of  the  church  work ing  together  to  per form God ’s  miss ion .   I
rea l l y  en joy  these  larger  gather ings  o f  women f rom other  Lutheran churches  so

that  I  can  see  what  they  are  do ing ,  compare  notes  on  the  hea l th  o f  the  church  a t
large ,  and s imply  spend t ime w i th  other  Chr is t ian  women.  I  cannot  th ink  o f  a  more

support i ve  group of  peop le  to  have  as  f r iends .

Youth Ministry  News

I  was  thr i l led  to  see  the  turn  out  to  see  Evan A lmighty .   I  am a lso  ecstat i c  to  see
that  peop le  are  s tar t ing  to  re turn  to  soc ia l i z ing .   I  have  t ru ly  missed that .   We are
in  the  p lann ing  s tages  o f  a  coup le  more  events .   In  May  look  for  our  I ce  Cream /

board  game n ight  and dur ing  the  summer  we are  p lann ing  on  spending  some t ime
together  bu i ld ing  rockets  dur ing  Ju l y  and August  w i th  the  he lp  o f  J immie  Swa in .   
I  want  to  encourage  our  ch i ldren  to  have  fond memor ies  o f  S t .  Pau l ’ s  and to  t ru ly
fee l  l i ke  par t  o f  our  S t .  Pau l ’ s  fami l y .   As  the  o ld  adage  says ,  ‘ I t  takes  a  v i l l age  to

ra ise  a  ch i ld . ’  What  a  bet ter  v i l l age  to  bond w i th  than your  church  fami l y?  

I f  you  have  any  quest ions  or  suggest ions  about  LWML or  Youth  and Fami ly
funct ions  p lease  do  not  hes i ta te  to  contact  me at  920-901-5840.   You can  a lso
emai l  me here  a t  the  church  in fo@stpau lssomd.com 

Blessings!  Tracie  Pomrenke



April Birthdays
Stephen Stowers III - April 1st

Lindsey Trowbridge - April 1st

Sandy Frerichs - April 8th

Jessalyn Mehrkam - April 9th

Shane Lindauer - April 19th

Melissa Chew - April 21st

Tracie Pomrenke - April 22nd

James Short - April 25th

Matthew Mehrkam - April 27th

Gayle Gepert - April 29th 


April Anniversaries
Janet & John Butterfield- April 23rd


Missions and Ministry
A Christian mission is an organized effort to spread

Christianity!!!!  What does that look like to you?  Donating

food to the pantry? Blessing a child with a gift from the Angel

tree? Supporting the Compassion Committee? All of these are

things we are currently doing here at St Paul's Lutheran

Church.  What other Mission projects would you like to see at

St Paul's?     If you would like to be a part of the

Mission/Ministry team, please contact Kelly Gray 

301-904-6681... Help spread the love of Christ to others. 



Workday at  the  Church Saturday Apri l  9 ,  2022  at  8 :00  AM

Genera l  C lean Up Before  Eas ter

Clean up  and  c lean out  the  fo l lowing  areas :

·  Po le  barn  s torage  area  outs ide  and  the  area  where  the  t rac tor  i s  s tored .

·  Sunday  School  s torage  uni t

·  C lean up  and  c lean out  preschool  shed

·  Genera l  c l eaning  in  the  k i tchen

·  P icking  up  debr is  on  p layground and  around the  church grounds

Power  wash the  ex ter ior  of  the  educat ion  bu i ld ings

Note :  Come when you  can and  s tay  as  long  as  you  are  ab le .  “Many Hands  Make  For

Light  Work” .

We wi l l  need  some t rucks  to  take  the  t rash/ junk across  the  s t ree t  to  the  t ransfer

s ta t ion .

Future  pro jec ts :

·  Bo th  doors  to  the  pas tor ’ s  of f ice  need  work .  The  ins ide  door ,  f rame and  t r im needs

to  be  rep laced .  The  outs ide  door  and  ad jacent  wal l  needs  to  be  rebu i l t  in  order  to

make  i t  weather  t ight  and  secure .  New Doors  are  on  order .

·  We need  to  address  repa irs  to  our  parking  lo t .  Both  entrances  need  to  be  repaved

and severa l  areas  are  breaking  up .  We a lso  need  to  sea l  coa t  some areas  and  s t r ipe

the  parking  spaces .  This  has  a  pr ice  tag  of  about  $25 ,000 ,  which  we  may have  to

address  in  phases .  I f  we  don ’ t  address  these  areas  soon,  the  water  wi l l  ge t  to  the

unders ide  of  the  pavement  caus ing  po tho les .  This  wi l l  increase  the  cos t  of  repa irs .

Thank you a l l  for  your  he lp !

Brad  C lements



St .  Pauls  i s  ready for  another  summer of  VBS fun!  This  year  we 're  going  Monumental  as

we ce lebrate  God 's  greatness !  Go off-road  for  a  Monumental  adventure  through the

colorful  canyons and sunbaked  tra i ls  of  the  southwest .  By  explor ing  God 's  awesomeness ,

kids  form a  rock-sol id  fa i th  for  the  road  ahead!  

Our  VBS adventure  wi l l  be  from June  27  -  to  Ju ly  1s t  and we 're  current ly  looking  for

volunteers  to  lead  our  e lementary-aged  crews!  Volunteer  ages  should  be  6th  grade  and

older ,  inc luding  those  s tar t ing  6th  grade  in  the  fa l l  of  2022 .  Please  v is i t

ht tps : / /vbspro .events /p/events /s tpauls lutheranvbs  to  s ign up!  I f  you have  quest ions ,

p lease  contact  Meredi th  Johnson at  301-653-0792 or  meredi th .s . johnson@gmai l .com.  




ashes     celebration    cross 

crucifixion    disciples    donkey 

Easter    faith    family 

flogging    forgiveness    Jesus 

lent    lilies   Mary 

palms    resurrection    sacrifice 

thorns   tomb



The Li t t le  Chi ldren and Jesus  –  Matthew 19 : 13- 15

The l i t t l e  chi ldren were  brought  to  Jesus  for  him to  p lace  his  hands  on them and pray

for  them.  But  the  d isc ip les  rebuked  those  who brought  them.  Jesus  sa id ,  "Let  the  l i t t l e

chi ldren come to  me,  and do  not  hinder  them,  for  the  k ingdom of  heaven be longs  to  such

as  these . "

Greet ings  from the  Sunday school .

The  chi ldren are  exci ted  to  ce lebrate  Chris t ' s  g lor ious  resurrect ion on Easter  Sunday .

Sunday school  Easter  act iv i t ies  wi l l  beg in  at  9 : 15  on Easter  morning .  We wi l l  have

several  act iv i t ies  for  the  chi ldren,  inc luding  our  annual  Easter  Egg  hunt .  We hope  a l l

our  Sunday school  s tudents  wi l l  jo in  us  a long wi th  a l l  chi ldren in  the  congregat ion and

fr iends  of  the  congregat ion as  wel l .  We ask that  chi ldren br ing  the ir  own baskets  for  the

egg  hunt  i f  poss ib le .

After  Easter ,  we  only  have  a  short  t ime lef t  of  the  2021-2022 Sunday school  year .  Our

clos ing  program wi l l  be  on Sunday,  May 29th at  the  10 :30  worship  service .  The  s tudents

have  been learning  that  "God has  a  song to  share  wi th  the  world ,  but  too  few s ingers . "

They wi l l  be  sharing  God 's  message  of  love  and peace  wi th  some specia l  songs ,  and we

hope  that  you a l l  can jo in  in  our  ce lebrat ion of  another  wonderful  year .  We wi l l  a lso

have  a  fe l lowship  p icnic  af ter  the  service  as  wel l .  More  de ta i ls  wi l l  fo l low next  month .

We wi l l  a lso  ce lebrate  this  year 's  conf irmands  wi th  a  Confirmat ion ce lebrat ion on

Sunday,  June  5th .  Again,  more  de ta i ls  wi l l  be  coming .

Last ly ,  make sure  to  keep  the  week of  June  27th – July  1s t  open so  you can be  a  part  of

another  fantast ic  year  of  Vacat ion Bib le  School .  This  year 's  theme highl ight ing  the

American southwest  i s  t i t l ed  Monumental ,  Ce lebrat ing  God 's  Greatness !  Please  be  on the

lookout  for  more  informat ion and contact  VBS Director  Meredi th  Johnson

(meredi th .s . johnson@gmai l .com)  i f  you want  to  he lp  out  or  part ic ipate .  I t  wi l l

undoubtedly  be  another  amazing  week .

Thank you again  to  everyone  for  the  cont inued  support .

In  His  Service ,

Mel issa  Chew
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