First Lutheran Church, Findlay OH
January 17, 2021

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements/Prelude — Will You came and Follow Me  cArLsoN

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Gathering Song ~ Will You Come and Follow Me

"Will you come and follow me if | but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

"Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me?

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Lord, in the midst of hardship, you bring comfort; in sorrow, you
bring joy; in fear, you bring faith; in division, you bring unity. Come near all
your beloved children today: guard us, guide us, and fill us with your love and
peace. Amen.
WORD
We hear together God’s Word for us today.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
A reading from First Samuel



!Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see,
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. *Then the LORD
called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here | am!" ®and ran to Eli, and said, "Here |
am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and
lay down. 6The LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and
said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down
again." ‘Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had
not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he
got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here | am, for you called me." Then Eli perceived
that the LORD was calling the boy. °Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and
if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening."" So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 1°Now the LORD came and stood there,
calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is
listening."

Bible Acclamation Create in Me a Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Gospel: John 1:43-51
A reading from the book of John.  Glory to you, O Lord.

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
"Follow me." “Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." “Nathanael said to him, "Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see.” 4When Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no
deceit!" “Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "l saw
you under the fig tree before Philip called you." “Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son
of God! You are the King of Israel!" 5°Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you
that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 5*And he said to



him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man.
"The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Moment

Hymn of the Day Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star to the sages from afar,

branch of royal David's stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word;
grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;

that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany,

and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Offering Brightest and Best cAssLER

Prayers of Intercession

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.



Hymn O Lord Hear Our Prayer
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O Lord, hear our prayer we of-fer up to you; O Lord, hear our prayer.
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Response to Lord in your mercy... Hear our Prayer.

that the gospel may take root in us and spread everywhere; Lord in your mercy...
that the earth may be restored and protected; Lord in your mercy...

that peace and justice may flow within us and from us,

that all nations and those in authority may serve and shield the vulnerable,

that our community may be a light to the world. Lord in your mercy...

We pray for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, and lonely,

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit,

for First Lutheran Church, and those on our prayer list; Lord in your mercy...

for the faithful departed, who have joined the church triumphant. Lord in your mercy...

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and -t give you peace. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude As With Gladness Men of Old  LINKER
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