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Islamorada’s Treasured Alligator Light Declared Excess:
It’s Available …
On February 1, 2019 four historic reef lighthouses, Carysfort Reef, Alligator Reef, Sombrero Key,
American Shoal Lighthouses located offshore of the Florida Keys were declared excess by the
United States Coast Guard and are being made available to Federal agencies, State and local
governments, nonprofit corporations, educational agencies, and community development
organizations in accordance with the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act (NHLPA).
Range of acceptable uses: educational, park, recreational, cultural, or historic preservation
purposes, subject to applicable laws and regulations.
For more information CLICK HERE

APRIL LMKA MEETING:
Our April 23 LMKA meeting at 6:30 pm at the Boy Scout Sea Base will feature a program about the
past, present and future of Alligator Light lead by LMKA Board member, William Rivenbark,
Director of Publicity of Florida Keys Reef Lights Foundation. We all need to be involved in the effort
to save Alligator Light.

The Sand Pile
The Village contracted with LaRocca Enterprise to move the sand pile from the bike path at MM74.5.
Some of the sand is being used to stabilize a silt barrier at Sea Oats Beach to prevent the sea turtles
from getting onto the highway looking for a nesting spot. The rest of the sand will be gone within a
couple days and the bike path repaired by LaRocca.
The Village had hoped to use the sand to renourish Sea Oats Beach but with the delays in highway
repairs by FDOT and the lengthy permitting process, that project appears to be 4 to 5 years away. A
tropical storm in the interim could spell disaster for the sand pile, the highway and nearby residents.

Informative Program for March Meeting
We got double the education at our March 19 LMKA meeting.
•

Peter Frezza, Environmental Resources Manager for the
Village got us up to date on some of the local issues.

•

Lt. Liz Lyne of Florida Fish and Wildlife taught us much about
her agency and the part they play in protecting the people
and the wildlife in our area and throughout Florida.

Click here to see a summary of the meeting.

LMKA President Mark Riley resigns
After serving several years as the Lower
Matecumbe Key Association president, Mark
Riley has resigned. His leadership will be
greatly missed.
Thank you Mark for all you have done to make
our island better. We certainly appreciate the
effort that you put into keeping the
organization running smoothly.
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Seat 1: Deb Gillis
Mayor
Deb.Gillis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 2: Cheryl Meads
Councilwoman
Cheryl.Meads@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 3: Jim Mooney
Councilman
Jim.Mooney@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 4: Ken Davis
Councilman
Ken.Davis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 5: Mike Forster
Vice Mayor
Mike.Forster@
islamorada.fl.us

Our Islamorada Village Elected Leaders
An email to the Council can be sent to the village clerk for distribution: clerk@islamorada.fl.us

The Mission of Our Village
Islamorada, Village of Islands, was incorporated December 31, 1997 with a mission:

To Protect the Residents' Right to Quiet Enjoyment of Life
To Plan for Enhancing Our Village Character
To Preserve Our Community; Its People, Natural Resources, and Pride
To Provide Basic Services to Support our Quality of Life
Let our elected officials know how your feel about the issues impacting us!

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality
of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Vacancy (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Website: LMKA.org

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.

Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Future Meeting Plans – mark your calendar
April 23 at the Boy Scout Sea Base, MM73.8,

May, LMKA Social at Robbie’s back beach.

6:30 pm

date and details to be worked out soon.

Program: Alligator Light: Past, Present and
Future presented by LMKA board member William
Rivenbark, Director of Publicity of Florida Keys Reef
Lights Foundation

This will be a great opportunity to visit with members
and enjoy cupcakes and soft drinks.

Specific

Invite your neighbors!

From the Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority:
On Monday March 25 from 1 PM—3 PM there will be a scheduled water service
interruption at Lower Matecumbe Beach Subdivision (Sunset DR and Iroquois Dr).
This will also affect Caloosa Cove Marina, Caloosa Cove Island Shop and Habanos
Restaurant.

Lower Matecumbe resident and LMKA member, Sally Bauer—So often
recognized for her outstanding contributions in the dive industry.
Read more about her prestigious awards HERE

Iguana Control
Community training for Iguana removal and control.
Wednesday, March 27, at 2:00 pm at Founders Park Community Center

Questions: Call 305-664-6411 or email news@islamorada.fl.us
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CANAL DEBRIS CLEANUP COMPLETE IN ISLAMORADA
The project to remove canal debris caused by Hurricane Irma was completed for Islamorada canals. Twenty of the most heavily
impacted canals within Islamorada were cleared of a significant amount of debris.
No environmental or safety issues were reported during the cleanup efforts. The project went smoothly and residents living
along the waterways reported excellent results. Cleanup was conducted by the locally based Adventure Environmental,
Inc. The work was completed through grant money obtained by Monroe County from the Emergency Watershed Protection
Program of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
Over 1,000 Cubic Yards of debris were removed from canals in Islamorada. Some of the items removed during the cleanup
project included car/boat batteries, gasoline tanks, boats, trees, shutters, appliances, old docks, roofing materials, and
numerous garbage cans.

SEDIMENT REMOVAL RECENTLY APPROVED FOR TWO ISLAMORADA CANALS
Hurricane Irma also left sediment deposits in many canals. Monroe County submitted 34 canals to the NRCS for funding for
sediment removal caused by the hurricane; nine of the canals are located within Islamorada. Only two of the nine, both on
Lower Matecumbe, were approved for the sediment removal and only limited portions of each of the two canals were
approved. One approved canal is located between Sea Lane and Ocean Lane and the second is located at Sunset and Iroquois
Drives. Maps below show the locations of the approved areas for sediment clearing within the two canals.

Click here to see maps of canals to be dredged.

New Flood Maps Could Spell Disaster
All property owners need to keep up to date on Flood Insurance Map issues.

A recent article in the Keys Weekly newspaper describes the anticipated FEMA Map changes…..
For the past four and a half years, FEMA has been working on draft Flood Insurance Rate Maps. Although the
agency reportedly has the work done, the results will not be made public until April and not finalized for
perhaps a year.
Monroe County must accept FEMA’s finding in order to remain eligible for the National Flood Insurance
Program. And the rule is: no insurance, no mortgages.
The unease spreading across the Keys is the perceived likelihood that the base flood map elevations are
expected to be significantly higher — one to two feet in some areas. That could mean insurance hikes, which
could affect real estate prices.

Click here to read entire article.

It does not paint a pretty picture for property owners here.

High Adventure
Ever wonder about what is happening at the Boy Scout Sea Base where LMKA
members usually meet for their monthly meetings? The place just keeps on expanding.
What a great opportunity the Boy Scouts are providing for thousands of young people
here on our island and throughout the Bahamas and Caribbean.

Click here to read about it.
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Where have they gone….
Too often our good friends on Lower Matecumbe leave our island. But they are not forgotten.

From Anne Stewart
I am no longer a resident of Lower Matecumbe. I was a resident there for 11
years. Unfortunately, my husband, Bob, had health issues and we had the leave that
beautiful island. I have enjoyed your Newsletter. It sort of took me back to the good
times we had there.
We were snowbirds from Long Island, New York, for 11 years, residents in Tollgate
Shores. Bob owned a boat and loved to fish… he enjoyed every minute he had in the
Keys. I taught the AARP Driver Safety Course at the Sea Base. I miss everything about
the Keys. The weather, the people and the laidback way of life. I unfortunately lost
Bob in 2016 but I have been given some happiness with the birth of three Great
grandchildren with another one on the way in July. Life does have its ups and downs.

Bob and Anne—during happy times

The Smiths
Dan and Carolyn Smith left. Moving day was March 9th. They bought their lovely bayfront home at MM76.3 on April 1, 1994 and
spent just days short of 25 years as property owners on Lower Matecumbe Key.
Carolyn became well known around town back in the 1990s as she photographed places, people and events of interest in
Islamorada, often for local newspapers. Perhaps Carolyn’s first community effort was fighting the combination McDonalds/
convenience store/gas station that was proposed for the property now known as Southwinds Park. And as she packed her things
in preparation for moving day – she found a memento reminding her of that McDonalds public hearing held decades ago…. The
badge that local opponents of the project wore to the hearings.
Carolyn’s artistic instincts lead her from photography to painting – and she certainly became a well-known local artist.
Carolyn and Dan are originally from Louisville KY and still spend their summers there where they have so much family nearby. But
it is a three-day car trip away from Islamorada. And so, as “middle age” approached, and Dan no longer drove, the Smiths decided
their max was a two-day trip from Kentucky to get to the sunny Florida winters. Mount Dora, Florida seemed a perfect distance –
to cut a day off their trip from Kentucky. So the very tough decision was made – they found a wonderful ground level condo unit
with a garage and a small private pool surrounded by a tropical garden. Plenty of room for Carolyn’s painting and a garage for
Dan’s tinkering.
“I love the Keys so much. Tough to leave 25 years of friendships. I am afraid I’m too old to make new friends” said Carolyn,
choking back the tears. We all know… the Smiths will have no trouble making friends no matter where they go. And Islamorada
will be a one-day trip to come back for occasional visits with a throng of great friends here.

Is there a Lower
Matecumbe friend no
longer here that you can
report on? We just hate
to lose touch with special
friends.
Send us an email…

lmkanews@gmail.com
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President’s Corner:

Presently we have no president to provide the customary
words of wisdom in this space. We would welcome
letters from members to place in future newsletters.
Please submit positive ideas for improving our
organization or our island. Tell us if you have special
concerns, ideas, or interests.
At our March membership meeting Peter Frezza was
asked how we could get the Florida Department of
Transportation to place higher priority on the long term
fix for the highway at Sea Oats Beach. Currently the fix is
not scheduled until 2026. Let’s keep reminding elected
officials about the dire possibilities. Invite them to our
meetings.
It is frightening to think of what might happen if the
highway at MM74.5 is wipe out during a hurricane before
the long term fix completed. Not only would hundreds of
property owners on our island not have vehicular access
to their homes, but thousands of residents from MM74.5
to Key West would have the same problem.
Letters to FDOT and our elected officials may remind
them. If you write to any officials please send us a copy.
Check our website for a link to our elected officials.

Coming soon.
Email: lmkanews@gmail.com
Website: Www.lmka.org

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: _______________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________

Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

What about The Fills?
The Fills between Upper and Lower Matecumbe—a mess before Hurricane Irma, a bigger mess now. The area has been
controversial for years before Irma as the number of people spending the day there, with no restroom facilities, continually
increased. The trash left behind was extensive. There was significant erosion. Several years ago FDOT had a plan to upgrade the
area… including parking limitations. The Village Council was not satisfied with the plan feeling it was too restrictive as to the
number of visitors it could accommodate. It was never implemented. Along came Irma, creating considerable damage and much
more erosion.

