You're receiving this email because of your relationship with Cross Plains Area Chamber of Commerce. Please
confirm your continued interest in receiving email from us. Thank you for reading ENews and all the best to
you in the new year!
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.
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NEXT WEEKEND
Hill and Valley Antique Auto and Americana Show
Everyone is welcome bring the family
34th Annual Hill and
Valley Antique Auto
and Americana Show
The Village of Cross
Plains is busy
preparing for the 34th
Annual Hill and Valley
Antique Auto and
Americana Show which
will be held on
Saturday, September
16, 2017, 6:45am - 3:30pm at Baer Park
Come check out the antique & classic cars & trucks, steam & gas
engines & tractors, & horse drawn vehicles. The day is a
celebration of America's heritage & history represented through
historic displays & demonstrations of crafts & skills that include
blacksmithing, wagon wheel making, quilting, spinning and
sauerkraut making.
This unique event presents something of interest to the entire
family, oldest to youngest. An important part of the show is the
Hill & Valley Tour, departing at 10am. The tour is about 22 miles,
an hour drive through our many hills & valleys.

SAVE THE DATE

Upcoming Events
Check out our website for a
full listing and more details.




Sept 14 - Product Showcase
Top Promotions
Sept 14 - After Hours
Networking at Crossroads
Coffeehouse
Sept 16 - Hill & Valley Show
Sept 28 - Dine on Harvest
Moon at Sugarland (NWDSS
fundraiser)
Sept 27-29 - Annual State
Chamber Conference
October 7 - Lion's Oktoberfest
November 9 - Chamber
Community Business Fair
Want a snapshot of our
events for the year? Click
here for our 2017 Calendar of
Events.

FREE ADVERTISING!
LOOKING FOR A JOB?
HOT DEALS
JOIN THE CHAMBER
SPONSORSHIPS
Want to PROMOTE your
company event, hot deal or
hiring position AT NO
COST? Login to
ChamberMaster and start
the promotions!
hank you to our Chamber Sponsors
PLATINUM
Madison Gas & Electric Company



The traditional pancake breakfast will be served from 6:45 to
10:15 am.
Don't miss the FREE corn-on-the-cob at the antique steam
engine. Food concessions 10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Come check out
the Arts & Crafts show.
A wonderful part of the show is a live working telegraphy setup.
Telegraphs were used in railroad depots for decades and are now
a thing of the past. Another fun part of the day is when they take


Midwest Dental

Monona Bank

apart "T" - a group of folks timed on how long it takes to put the
car together and get in running. Closest guess wins a door prize.
We encourage all generations to come out and enjoy a nostalgic
journey.
Questions regarding the Hill & Valley Antique Auto & Americana
Show should be directed to John Riley at 608-770-5646 or Don
Chandler at 608-798-3040

Join us for AFTER HOURS NETWORKING AT
CROSSROADS COFFEEHOUSE

GOLD

When: Thursday, September 14, 2017 from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
Where: Crossroads Coffeehouse, 2020 Main Street, Cross Plains,
WI 53528

SILVER

We hope you can join us Thursday Sept 14 for networking After
Hours at Crossroads Coffeehouse! Please join us for
some delicious appetizers, beverages, and visiting with fellow
Chamber members.
•
•
•
•

Make new contacts
Promote your business and build connections
Learn about other local businesses
Start relationships with other local professionals

Everyone is welcome to join us - membership is not required!
Invite your friends, family, clients and coworkers.
This is a great time to check out Crossroads and some of the
fabulous things they have going on in our wonderful community.
Thinking about joining the Chamber? Come check us out! We
look forward to seeing you and hearing about how business is
going for you.
We hope you can join us - stop in for a bit!


COPPER



We are on our last lap to finishing our Cross Plains Market
Analysis! We have put a great deal of work in, and are
making final edits to ensure the document's information and
recommendations line up exactly with our research. We will
soon be releasing the date to when the Business
Development Committee will present to the Village Board for
approval. When approved we will have further public
informational and input sessions. We are very excited for to
finalize this analysis and start the implementation stage!
Casey Koenig
Chamber President
Business Development Committee Chair
Senior Loan Originator
Thompson Kane & Company LLC
(608) 833-2412





The Cross Plains Chamber of Commerce is teaming up with area
business and community leadership to make the "Gateway to The
Driftless" regional branding and marketing initiative a reality in
2018.
The marketing campaign will promote the region and its wide
range of outdoor recreation opportunities to newcomers, visitors,
and prospective employers and employees. Planned for launch in
the first quarter of 2018, the campaign will include the Gateway




to The Driftless regional marketing website, social media
channels, and a fold-out visitor map.
The website, designed for both desktop and mobile users, will be
a comprehensive guide to local outdoor recreation amenities and
introduce users to the area's history, communities, and quality of
life. The website and other marketing media will integrate local
businesses and services. Multiple advertising and sponsorship
opportunities will be available.
"When we look at Dane County's strong pace of growth, we can
see great potential for our area. The Gateway to The Driftless
brand is an exciting marketing concept that can appeal to a broad
regional audience and demographic. The Cross Plains Chamber
looks forward to working with area business and community
leadership in this important effort," said Amy Hansen, Executive
Director of the Cross Plains Chamber.
Located in the state's fastest-growing county, the Gateway region
is defined by the Lower Wisconsin River, US Highway 12, the
West Beltline, the Military Ridge/US Highway 18, and the Iowa
County/Arena line. The beautiful natural landscape marks the
transition from the terrain covered by glaciers during the last Ice
Age and the unglaciated, or "driftless," geologic terrain of
southwestern Wisconsin. With its unique geographic setting, the
area is ideally positioned to become a vibrant "gateway" region
connecting Dane County's expanding urban center with the rural
lifestyle and abundant natural resources found locally and
throughout the Driftless area.
Recent consultant studies for the villages of Cross Plains, Black
Earth, and Mazomanie of local economic development
opportunities have pointed to the potential benefits of a regional
branding and marketing initiative based on a shared wealth of
assets-a genuine "open door" quality of life, year-round outdoor
recreation opportunities, top-rated schools, and a businessfriendly attitude.

U

Village Update from the Village
Administrator



I am sure you will all agree with me when
I say: "Where did summer go?!?" It has
been a busy summer for the Village - just
as I am sure it has been a busy summer
for all of you. The Village is officially in the
middle of our 2018 budget consideration
and approval process. As part of the
process this year, the Village Board will be
creating and approving a 5-yearCapital

Improvement Plan (CIP) which will forecast
future capital projects and purchases. One
item that will be included in the CIP for
2018 will be the street and utility reconstruction of County
Highway P through the Village from near Culvers to the northern
Village limits. This project will also include work
along Baer Street, from Pleasant View Lane to County Highway P.
The project will include: replacement of existing water main and
sanitary sewer, complete reconstruction of the existing street
pavement, and construction of new curb, gutter and sidewalks,
along with some intersection re-alignment. As with any large
project, the Village is currently working out several details
regarding the specifics of the project in preparation for
construction. Work on the project is expected to occur between
May and October of 2018. As more information on the project is
available, the Village will keep all of you informed.
One capital project currently underway is the construction of the
Zander Park Trail Expansion project. Joe Daniels Construction
started work on the trail the week of August 28th. Work in 2017
will include the construction of the north section of the trail which
will include the installation of two pedestrian bridges, boardwalk
and paved trail. We expect construction on north section to be
complete by the end of November. Please check the Village's
Facebook page for regular updates of the construction of the trail.
The Village plans to construct the south section of the trail as well
as a pedestrian railroad crossing in 2018. We are currently having
conversations with the railroad to finalize the plans for the
pedestrian crossing. Overall, we are excited that the Zander Park
Trail Expansion project is underway. Once complete the trail will
be a great amenity for our community!
Should you have questions or comments regarding Village issues,
please do not hesitate to contact me directly by phone (608-7983241 ext. 105) or email (cstene@cross-plains.wi.us).
Caitlin Stene
Village Administrator/Clerk

Visit Our Sponsor





Chamber Member Discounts
Are you looking for an email
marketing software to do
newsletters, surveys, event &
email marketing? The Chamber
Program for Chamber members
entitles you to 25% discount!

CROSS PLAINS PROUD TO
BE A CONNECT
COMMUNITY AGAIN THIS
YEAR
The Cross Plains Area
Chamber of Commerce is
proud to announce the Village
of Cross Plains has been
accepted into the Wisconsin
Economic Development
Corporation (WEDC)'s
Connect Communities
Program for our second year.
The Connect Communities
Program is an initiative that
works with communities to
advance downtown and urban
corridor revitalization efforts.
WEDC shall provide the
following services to the Local
Organization:
* Designate staff to liaise with
the Local Organization;
* Provide an on-line
communication tool for
participants in the Connect
Communities Program; and
* Plan and implement
workshops and training
sessions on downtown
revitalization topics based on
the needs of the Connect
Communities and Wisconsin




Main Street program
participants.

The Village Parks & Recreation Department 2017-18 Fall/Winter
Activity Guide is now available on our website and
Registration is OPEN!! Click here to view.





MCPASD SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE
Submitted by Perry Hibner
Communications Director & Chamber
Board Member
phibner@mcpasd.k12.wi.us

The core services Wisconsin's
267 local chambers of commerce
offer their members vary from
village to town to city. But
whether they focus on advocacy,
tourism, economic development,
entrepreneurship, young
professionals, workforce or
organizing community events,
they all play an important role in
our state that should be
recognized.
That is why Gov. Scott Walker
has proclaimed September to be
Chamber of Commerce Month in
Wisconsin. Walker made the
proclamation at the request of
the Wisconsin Chamber of
Commerce Executives (WCCE) a division of Wisconsin
Manufacturers & Commerce
(WMC), the state chamber, that
offers professional development
and advocacy for local chambers
of commerce.
"Chambers are central to
Wisconsin's local economies,"
said Philip Fritsche, president of
the Beaver Dam Chamber of
Commerce and WCCE Advisory
Board Chair. "In most places,
the chamber is involved in all
major local decision making
either as a facilitator or advocate
for its members."
Fritsche said that chambers are
critical community partners and
problem solvers with the unique
ability to work with stakeholders
from both the private and public
sectors.
"We are going to be asking all
chambers in Wisconsin, big and
small, to reach out to local
media, community groups,
government and the public to
talk about what they do every


4K students who live in Cross Plains will
have two options for preschool for the
2017-18 school year. Academy of Little
Cardinals and Little Red-Cross Plains are
now available, 4K principal Kari Saunders
announced.
Academy of Little Cardinals will provide 4K in the building that
was formerly operated by Club House for Kids. The Academy of
Little Cardinals will also offer childcare for children aged 6 weeks
to 10 years old. Academy of Little Cardinals has openings in their
morning classroom and will offer an afternoon session if there are
at least 10 children registered.
Little Red will provide 4K in the St. Martin's church building. Little
Red will offer a morning and afternoon session in Cross Plains and
currently has openings in both sections of 4K..
Saunders also announced that the District is piloting afternoon 4K
transportation for the Cross Plains attendance area.
********************
The Board of Education approved a memorandum of intent for a
school resource officer to be placed at Glacier Creek starting with
the 2018-19 school year at its regular meeting on Monday, Aug.
28.
The Village of Cross Plains board plans to review the
memorandum in late September and approve the concept to
move forward with this partnership. The Village's public safety
committee approved the idea earlier in the month. If approved by
the Village, the Cross Plains Police Department plans to hire
another officer early in 2018. Either that officer or one currently
on staff would fill the SRO position.
MHS and Kromrey already currently have school resource officers.
Meanwhile, the Board also approved a 2.3 percent wage increase
for all District staff for 2017-18.
Superintendent George Mavroulis noted a staff wage increase was
built into the preliminary budget. He also reported that 12 of the
14 districts in Dane County had already approved wage increases
for the coming school year.
********************
Assistant Superintendent Sherri Cyra provided her monthly
update on enrollment at the Board omeeting on Aug. 28 and said
the District is 56 students over its 2017-18 projections.
She noted Park has two sections of kindergarten with 24 students
in each one and Sunset Ridge has four sections of first grade with
25 students in each classroom. As a result, administrators
discussed given the relative certainty of the state budget


day to make their part of
Wisconsin more prosperous for
business, great places to visit
and ever better places to live,"
Fritsche said.
Some suggested activities to
celebrate the Chamber Month
include hosting a 'Business After
Five' social event or discussing
the state of their local economy,
something that is also done at
the state-level by WMC and at
the national-level by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce.
Chamber Month will culminate
on September 27-29 with
the annual WCCE Conference,
which will be held in Neenah. At
least 80 chamber professionals
from around the state will
attend.



providing a $200-increase per student this year to add a section
at both schools. Superintendent George Mavroulis said it was his
preference to add sections before the first day of school as the
transition can be harder on students after that. He said the
District has already identified possible candidates.
He also reminded the Board that a staff wage increase and
contingency of $300,000 were built into the preliminary budget so
the District should have a surplus of $350,000 with the state
funding.
********************
MHS was one of 15 schools to receive the inaugural 2016-17
Award of Excellence from the WIAA.
The award recognizes member schools for their efforts and
achievements in the areas of sportsmanship, ethics, integrity,
leadership and character. Other schools to be recognized are:
Baraboo, Beaver Dam, Milwaukee Divine Savior Holy Angels,
Franklin, Hudson, Madison Country Day, Racine Horlick, Slinger,
Stoughton, Milwaukee University School, Wauzeka-Steuben,
Beaver Dam Wayland Academy, Whitewater and Wisconsin Rapids
Lincoln.
Recipients will be presented the Award of Excellence and
certificate at the fall area meetings and will be recognized for the
achievement on the WIAA website, in the WIAA Bulletin and at
the Annual Meeting. MHS will receive its award at the District 5
area meeting in Mount Horeb on Sept. 25.
********************
The School District and its schools scored exceptionally high once
again in the Niche.com annual rankings of the best public high
schools in Wisconsin that were released in August.
MCPASD was ranked sixth among all districts in Wisconsin. The
next highest district in Dane County was Waunakee, which placed
ninth. The next highest Big Eight district was Sun Prairie, which
placed 14th. No other district in Dane County or the Big Eight was
ranked in the top 25.
Meanwhile, MHS was ranked the sixth-best public high school in
the state and the 287th best one in the United States. Kromrey
was ranked the 14th best middle school in Wisconsin, while
Glacier Creek placed 26th. Waunakee was the only other district
in Dane County with a school ranked in the top 26.
All six District elementary schools -- Sunset Ridge (22nd),
Northside (26th), Elm Lawn (37th), West Middleton (45th), Park
(57th) and Sauk Trail (63rd) placed among the top 63 in
Wisconsin. Waunakee and Madison Metropolitan were the only
other districts in Dane County with more than one elementary
school in the top 63.



Get To Know Chamber Member
Patrick Taggart
Established over 40 years ago by Patrick J. Taggart in Sauk City,
Wisconsin, the Sauk Prairie law office of LaRowe Gerlach Taggart LLP
today continues to meet the changing and complex legal needs of clients
throughout Southern Wisconsin.
Our attorneys provide the kind of quality representation, dedication and
responsiveness clients expect and deserve. Whether its complex
litigation or a simple will, our objective is constant - ensuring that all of
our clients' legal goals are achieved in a manner that is both efficient
and effective.
LaRowe Gerlach Taggart LLP is engaged in the general practice of law.
Our lawyers represent a wide range of individuals, corporation and
business clients, municipalities, cooperatives, non-profit organizations
and lending institutions in a variety of legal matters, including Estate
Planning, Probate, Corporate and Business Law, Litigation, Real Estate
Law, Collections, Divorce and Family Law, OWI, Construction Law,
Administrative Law, Banking Law, Employment Law, Municipal Law,
Landlord and Tenant Law and Personal Injury.

SAVE THE DATE
Small Business Saturday
November 25th, 2017
Please join us in celebrating
Small Business Saturday on
November 25th by participating
in the Shop Small Scavenger


Patrick J. Taggart, II is managing partner of the Sauk City office. In
April of 2011, Patrick was awarded an AV® Preeminent ™ Peer Review
Rating by Martindale-Hubbell. This is the highest rating available to an
attorney in the United States. He was selected as one of Wisconsin's
Top Rated Lawyers™ of 2013 for Banking & Finance, Business &
Commercial and General Practice. Avvo has given him its highest rating
of 10.0/Superb. In 2015, 2016 and 2017 Patrick was selected as a
member of the Nation's Top One Percent by the National Association of
Distinguished Counsel (NADC). In 2016 and 2017, he was selected as
one of the Top 100 Litigation Lawyers in the State of Wisconsin
American Society of Legal Advocates (ASLA).
Patrick J. Taggart, II
LaRowe Gerlach Taggart LLP | www.lgtsauk.com
patrick@lgtsauk.com | (608) 643-3391 | Fax: (866) 342-8060
1730 Community Drive | P.O. Box 10 | Sauk City, WI 53583
http://www.linkedin.com/in/patricktaggart



Hunt. We are looking for local
businesses and organizations
who would like to be included as
a stop along the clue route.
Additionally, any special gifts,
discounts, or activities you are
willing to offer as
incentives/prizes is greatly
appreciated! Please contact Sara
O'Donnell if you are a local
business or organization and
would like to be included in our
Small Business Saturday event!

Advertise
Here!

Please contact Amy Hansen to advertise your company
here, promote your events, build awareness of your
business!
CHAMBER MEMBERS FIRST ADVERTISEMENT IS FREE!!
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