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HOW ARE TACTILE GRAPHICS MADE?

 COLLAGE METHOD- By hand

 SWELL FORM PAPER –Copied or traced and heated in a machine to raise 

the lines

 THERMOFORM-TO MAKE A COPY OF A TACTILE GRAPHIC

 COMPUTER GENERATED WITH A TACTILE GRAPHICS EMBOSSER

 COMPUTER GENERATED WITH A REGULAR EMBOSSER



WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A 

GOOD TACTILE GRAPHIC?

 APH Guidelines for Design of Tactile Graphics (See handout)

 The Good Tactile Graphic from APH 

http://www.brailleauthority.org/tg/index.html


What tools are available to make tactile 

graphics?

APH has many kits and resources

 APH Tactile Graphics Kits for Math

 Draftsman Kits

 Crafty Graphics

 Tactile Graphic Line Slate

 Quick Draw Paper

 Swail Dot Inverter

 Permabraille Sheets in various sizes

 APH Tactile Graphics Library 

https://www.aph.org/tgil/


Already made Tactile Graphics 

Resources

 APH Braille Atlas

 Basic Science Tactile Graphics

 Tactile Treasures

 Basic Tactile Anatomy Atlas

 Life Science Tactile Graphics

 Touch, Label ,and Learn Poster-Human Skeleton

 Braille Transcriber’s Kits

➢ Countries and Continents

➢ U.S. Maps

➢ Math



Computer-Generated Tactile Graphics

 With a tactile graphics embosser

➢ CorelDraw software

➢ Microsoft Word drawing menu

 Tactileview Software/Tactipad Drawing Tablet 

➢ Will work with any embosser and the APH Tactile Grahics Library

➢ Will create line drawing from any graphic.  May modify and tweak.

➢ TactileView has its own image library

➢ Can  use your photographics or images 

or download from google images, etc and

Convert to line drawings.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkwemutf4kM


Let’s make a Map

 Import graphics from APH tactile graphics library https://www.aph.org/tgil/

 Adjust or modify as needed

 Add labeling and titles

 Emboss

https://www.aph.org/tgil/


Let’s make a plant drawing

 Find picture of a plant online.

 Import the picture.

 Tell Tactileview to make it a line drawing

 Modify as needed.

 Add labeling and titles

 Emboss
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