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Summer Reading...
I have been thinking about r eviewing a few books for my newsletter ar ticle for a while but didn’t know
where to begin. I didn’t think it was appropriate to review any of the David Baldacci, Clive Cussler, Jeff
Shaara, Ben Shapiro or Bernard Cornwell books I have read recently but I hadn’t settled on a book to share
with you. A discussion we had last night at Bible study helped me select the book. We were talking about
putting Jesus before everything else in our lives including children, and the discussion veered to unbelieving
family members.
This led me to a book I had r ead a few year s ago, W hat T hey Need to Hear, Sharing Christ with Family and Friends”, by Klemet Preus. From the writeup on Concordia Publishing House’s website:
“Above all else, we want our family members and friends to rejoice with us in God as
our Savior. Yet, those closest to us often present us with the greatest challenges for our
witness.
“This is the captivating, real-life story of how one man returned to faith through the
witness of his son-in-law. Written over a period of almost two years, Rev. Preus’s letters
to his father-in-law, Lloyd, contain devotional and doctrinal insight. Preus offers
personal anecdotes and advice to help readers who are struggling to reach out to friends
or family members who have questions about Christianity.”
Rev. Pr eus’s 92 year old father-in-law Lloyd was dying of cancer, they visited him and Preus decided to talk
to him about his faith. Lloyd was a Lutheran and had regularly attended church but had given up the church
after his daughters had left home. He still believed in God but had many questions and doubted many of the
miracles recorded in the Bible. They had a long discussion but not long enough to answer all of the questions
so Preus asked if he could write to Lloyd regularly.
The book contains the 90 letter s that wer e wr itten as well as insights and commentar y about how the
discussion was going. Reading the letters gives a glimpse inside the heart of a man who truly loved his father
-in-law and wanted him to be sure of his salvation as the end of his life approached.

In his pr eface, Pr eus gives pointer s how he appr oached the task and I believe they ar e useful for us as
well. Don’t be put off by the term evangelist, when you share the Gospel with someone else, that is what you
are. In the process of writing to a family member about Christ, certain lessons about shaing the Gospel with
family and friends became apparent to me. They are:
Evangelists speak to one per son often.
Evangelists answer questions.
Evangelists know that they wor k better in an envir onment of tr ust.
No matter how unpleasant, tr ue evangelists will always cor r ect false doctr ine when necesar y.
Risky as it may seem, evangelists lear n to speak the Law.
Evangelists lear n to speak what they know of Chr ist in a var iety of ways.
Pr eus uses these lessons thr oughout the differ ent letter s. The letter s ar e per sonal and often addr ess
specific issues with which Lloyd was dealing. It appears as though Rev. Preus was receiving feedback
through his wife and her sisters and he answered concerns they were raising.
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I r ecommend this book for anyone who desir es to shar e God’s Word with others; it is
also a story of love by a son-in-law towards his father-in-law motivated by the love of Jesus. Through a lengthy series of letters Rev. Klemet Preus succinctly presents answers to
concerns that are shared by many people when considering the Christian faith and he does a
wonderful job of explaining Christianity from a Lutheran perspective.
Excerpted from https://www.cph.org/p-22275-what-they-need-to-hear.aspx. Accessed May 30, 2019, 12:30pm.

Preus, Klemet I. What They Need To Hear (pp. 8-9). Concordia Publishing House. Kindle Edition.

WHAT IS BELOW CAN BE PUT ANYWHERE IN THE NEWSLETTER
If you would like a reading program for yourself or to do together with your children or grandchildren, consider CPH Reads. From their website: “CPH Reads is a summer reading program that encourages people
to read Christ-centered books all year long. From May 25 to August 4, read any book, log your points for
each book read, and then be entered to win one of our awesome prizes!” Visit https://read.cph.org/ for more
information.

The Meyer Minute for June 25, 2018
I’m starting to think of the Fourth of July. Maybe you are too.
“We hold these tr uths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” Who doesn’t want
to be happy? The Barna organization put this statement before people, “The highest goal of life is to enjoy it as
much as possible.” 84% of Americans agreed and almost 7 out of 10 practicing Christians agreed as well. How is
“the pursuit of happiness” turning out for you?
A r etir ed English teacher clued me in about “happiness.” How we understand the word today is not the way it
was understood in 1776 when Thomas Jefferson wrote it into the Declaration of Independence. This from
Supreme Court Justice, Anthony Kennedy.
Happiness? In this er a, happiness comes with the connotation of self-pleasure; there is a hedonistic
component to the definition now. However, that’s not what the Framers meant. If you read (George) Washington,
he uses the term happiness all the time, as did the other members of the generation at the time of the founding.
For them, happiness meant that feeling of self-worth and dignity you acquire by contributing to your community
and its civic life. And that’s the concept of happiness that we have to tell our young people is still within their
grasp. (in Heart of the Nation, V olunteering and A merica’s Civic Spirit, John Bridgeland, 36)
So, the pur suit of happiness in the Declar ation of Independence is not about pur suing
pleasure and happy feelings. It is seeing ourselves in service to others in our neighborhood,
community and nation.
For follower s of J esus that means tur ning to J esus as the One who lifts fr om us the
burden of sin’s condemnation, freedom, and gives us hope for today and for every
tomorrow, eternal life. What else can we now do but serve others?

That’s truly “the pursuit of happiness.”

Athens Lutheran Church ~ 710 Forrest Ave., Athens, TN 37303 - Phone: 423-745-9419 www.athenslutheranchurch.org

May Attendance:

Our Gifts to the Lord ~ May 2019
Offering this month:

$10,946.21

Expenses:

$11,615.44

Difference:

($669.23)

8am

SS

5/5

15

29

60

5/12

10

30

53

5/19

18

29

39

5/26

12

25

43

Lois wants to
remind you to keep
recycling… even
your old batteries.
We collected $49.59 in
April. Thanks!!!
Keep up the good work!

VFW Hall - The 4th
Friday of each
month. 5-7pm

Sunday, June 23rd
Sunday School 9:15
Service :10:30am
Picnic & Games Following

Sunday, June 16th,
9:15am

Join us at Dominion
Senior Living Center
for Praise & Song the
1st & 3rd Monday at
11am…. and at
Athens Place the 1st &
3rd Tuesday at 4:15.

10:30 am

June Birthdays
10th
12th
20th
24th

Ethan Sias
Linda Uchtman
Megan Jamerson
Laura Trentham

June Anniversaries
th

10
19h
29th

Larry & Linda Uchtman
Bob & Sandy Dornfeld
Rev. Jan & Linda Munch

VBS Starts on
July 8th - 12th
More details
to follow….

Athens Place

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
suspended until fall.

Thursday Morning Bible
Study suspended until fall.
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