'a calf.
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Johann Henry Schmidt IV, born in Germany in 182q Came to

Indianola with his mother and other 51b11ngs in 1845. The famlly

- left Germany to avoid the compulsory mllltary serv1ce and the

unrest of their country The father, ‘a wine maker,_drowned at S T

the dock just prlor to their departure, but the courageous mother

brought her family to America as planned and settled at Old Town.f

'.Mrs. Schmidt 1s said to have frozen to death ln December 1849

during a freak oo]d spell that came up while she was looklnq for .

\.

v

came a citizen of the U.S in. 1850. .He marrled Josephlne Ludw1g

in 1851 and the couple had sixteen chlldren, most of them born 1n-

Indianola. The famlly lived on Copano Bay at olda. Qt Mary s for' '

a time during the ClVll War, where Mr.,qmlth ran the mallboat.

A Yankee gunboat was stationed in the harbor, but as there Was nof“

flghtlng in the area, the sailors began entertalnlng‘the_youpg_

ladies at parties aboard ship:.. On one'of these-occasions,"the

ladies got word to their men, who returned home, dressed ln ladles

clothes, and captured the gunboat._ Henry brouqht home a- teapot
as a souvenir, treasured by therSmlth famlly to this day.

Henry and Josephine lived in Port Lavaca after Indianola was
abandoned and are buried in the olélport Lavaca'ﬂemeﬁery;

William Henry Smith was born at Indlanola, December 21, 1858.
He spent most of his youth at Indlanola, absorblng much of the

colorful and tragic hlstory of the city, as told many times to his

‘Mr. J. Henry thmldt changed hlS name to "Gmlth“ when he be-;s



children and grandchildren. On May 18, 1881, he married Alice Flle:
Rahtgens at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Indianola. They bouéht
a house in Indianola where several of their children were born.
After the 1886 storm, the famlly moved to Port. Lavaca and rebullt
their -house on Commerce qtreet, where 1t stands. today |

Mr. Smith,_"PappyP; as he was affectlonately called by ‘his &
grandchiidren,_was a.saloonkeeper in;Indianola., He 'was serving his
community aé County Commjssioner at theftime'of-the-1886'storm.‘
. After mov1nq to Port Lavaca, he and hlS brother—lnulaw Harry Rathge’
owned and operated a lﬁmberyard and Shlp chandle:y Later, h;s,son
- W. Ho Smlth Jr., jOlned hlm 1n the bu51ness. Pl 1
In 1917, Mr. qmlth orqanlzed the Port Lavaca Channel and Dock
. Co., the first corporatlon to obtaln a charfer from ‘the State of
Texas. This hlstorlcal event nece531tated a spec1al act of the
legislature.- Ahout the same tlme, the Smith- Ullrlch Dredging Co..
was organized and the Smith Harbor was created.’ Later, some of
_M;. Smith's sons started the qmlth Brothers antood Co. .

_Mr. and Mrs. W. H Smlth Qr. are both burled 1n the old Port
Lavaca Cemetery, as are most of thelr elght chlldren.; Thelr younge
Chlld . Loretta Rae Plder, is. the only surv;vlng member of the

immediate family.

She has reoently moved to-Victorid and makes her home with her .
daughter. There are a number of descendants still living in Port

L.avaca.
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