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EXPANDING OUR COMFORT ZONES

Christianity has from the very beginning been a communal activity. Jesus gathered a group of disciples
around him to support his ministry and then he sent them out in pairs to do their own work. Followers
of Christ have always relied on one another for support and encouragement in their ministry, struggles
and triumphs. These disciples of Jesus changed their lives and did things that they were not trained for
and did not want to do. They had to push themselves to enter new situations and be prepared for success,
rejection and even death.
We have inherited this legacy, but in our day we Christians have somehow lost the sense of flexibility
that these early disciples had. We often become complacent and don’t feel so motivated to step out of our comfort zones.
We like to keep things the way they are (or always have been) and not have to deal with any change. Fortunately for us,
life happens in ways that help us step out in faith to make adjustments in our thinking and acting.
Here at St. John’s we have recently faced the reality that we cannot continue to have a full-time priest. This change was
implemented on the first day of May and it has produced a wide range of thoughts and feelings in our parishioners. Some
have seen this coming for awhile, others are shocked, some are afraid, and still others are angry, but no matter how you
experience it the reality is the same - we are shifting to a part-time priest.
The most obvious need for adjustment will be on Sunday mornings when we have Morning Prayer on those days that
I am not here. This is an official service of the Episcopal Church and during the first four centuries of our denomination
it was the staple of the Sunday worship experience. It wasn’t until the implementation of the 1979 Book of Common
Prayer that congregations began switching to having communion every Sunday. This change was challenging for many
back then so it is no wonder that it may be the same for us today to
go back to using this prayer twice a month.
I have already heard rumors that some people are thinking that
this change is just too much and it would be easier not to come on
those Sundays when Morning Prayer happens. I hope none of us
succumbs to that temptation.
Sunday Services
Stepping out of our routines and engaging something different is
May 1, 15, 29 Morning Prayer 8:30 and 10:30 am
often difficult. Moving outside of our comfort zones pushes us to
May 8, 22
Holy Eucharist 8:30 and 10:30 am
trust in God and each other. It seems that it is easier to do this if we
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.
have assistance and support from others just like the original disciWeekday Worship - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
ples. As Christians then and now, our lives are full of change, noth11:30 am
Rosary
ing is static because God constantly calls us to do new and different
12 noon
Holy Eucharist
things for the kingdom.
May God give us strength and courage to walk boldly into this
2nd & 4th Tuesdays
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
new way of being at St. John’s as we embrace this reality of a half(at
Hope
Health
Care Center on Cherry Hill)
time priest.
Blessings,
Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
Fr. Steve
10:00 am
Bible Study (note new time!)

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Our Events Calendar has moved to the
back page of the Red Door!

11:30 am

Holy Eucharist with healing

6:30 pm

Bible Study (through May 18)

Wednesday Evening Worship

Update on Flint Water Crisis
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Throughout the Lenten season we were collecting money to assist
people who have been impacted by the lead poisoned water in Flint.
Our Outreach committee then added some additional money to bring
our total contribution to $200. Thanks to all who participated in this
endeavor.
We sent a check for this amount to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
downtown Flint. This congregation has been a distribution center for
bottled water and has acted as the vanguard for all of the Episcopal
Dioceses in Michigan in responding to this crisis. Episcopal Relief
and Development also partnered with this parish to deliver water filters to people in need. The rector of St. Paul’s, Rev. Dan Scheid,
stated, “Aside from financial contributions, one way Episcopalians
can stand in solidarity with Flint’s residents is to address issues of
injustice and inequality in their own communities. The church has
the moral and civil authority to lift those voices up; the church should
take care of those issues in its own context. That is one way to be responsive to what’s happening in Flint.”

Bazaar: A Hit with Vendors & Shoppers

Thank you to all who shopped at and helped out with our Spring Bazaar last month! We had 21 great outside vendors participating and from all accounts they were pleased with the event and the support they received. This was a huge success
in terms of drawing in people from the greater community and we also raised some money for St. John’s!
All of our parishoners who donated wonderful baked goods made our Bake Sale a big success as well. We anticipate
doing this again next year and hope all of you come to our next Spring Bazaar to shop and enjoy a nice lunch.
If you missed it,
here’s a few of our
Spring Bazaar
vendors. We had a
great variety of high
quality foods and
crafts.
The kitchen crew
did a great job
preparing lunch
and the Bake Sale
donors and
workers did a
sweet job as well!

A big thank you to
Robert Shork for
participating and
collecting over
$70 in donations
for our Community
Garden at our
Spring Bazaar!

St. John’s Crusade Against Cancer By Sande Godbout
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The American Cancer Society Relay For Life movement is the world's largest and most impactful
fundraising event to end cancer. The movement symbolizes hope and a shared goal to end a disease
that threatens the lives of so many people we love.
This year, St. John’s Vestry has agreed to support our local community’s involvement in this worthwhile event. It will begin at the Westland Farmer’s Market Pavilion on June 4th at 11am. It will run continuously through
the night until the closing ceremony the next morning. What Is a Relay? You ask… simply, it is an organized community
fundraising walk. Groups are formed into teams and members take turns walking around the paved track. Food, games,
and a variety of activities will provide entertainment and build camaraderie in a family friendly event.
Two notable activities included are the Survivors Lap and the Luminaria Ceremony. During the Survivors Lap
(11:45am), cancer survivors attending the event take the first lap around the track. They are celebrating their victory over
cancer while being cheered on by the other participants who line the track. This activity also recognize and celebrates the
caregivers, who give time, love, and support to their friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers who are facing cancer.
The Luminaria Ceremony takes place after dark (10:00pm). This moving ceremony remembers and honors those who
have been lost to cancer, those who have fought cancer in the past, and support those whose fight continues. In preparation
for this activity, white lunch style bags are decorated with names, pictures and such representing the special person. During
the activity, the bags are placed around the walkway, candles are placed inside and lit as a glowing tribute. A video is also
being planned that will contain photographs of loved ones. Westland’s Relay for Life will end at 7:00 am June 5th following a Closing ceremony.
St John’s will have a designated “camp site” and meeting area. A sign-up sheet will be available in the parish hall to
identify walkers, with a goal of having someone on the track at all times. Luminary bags will be sold and decorated
before the event to raise money to donate to the Cancer Society. Each team has adopted a special name to identify themselves. After some deep thinking, our team now has a name. We will be identified as the Holy Walkamolies! Additional
information about the relay will be forthcoming. Until then, plan on bringing a lawn chair to spend an hour, the day, or
even the night. Let’s introduce St. John’s Episcopal Church to our local community through this worthy event!

Dine on theVine

Westland Chamber of Commerce cordially invites you to

This year partial proceeds are going to the St. John’s Food Pantry!
Major Sponsor Dr. Amanda Apfelblat DC, DACCP
Michigan Chiropractic Specialists, PC

This upscale networking and social event features wine tasting and appetizers in the beautiful Gallery and Patio of the
Westland City Hall, 36300 Warren Road, Westland Michigan 48185

Please join us on

Friday, June 10, 2016
6 pm until 9:30 pm

Admission $30 per person • Walk-ins Welcome
Buy tickets at the Chamber office or pay at the door.

Sample fine wines and dine on delicious
appetizers, all for a great cause!
Catered by Jonna’s Market.
For more information 734. 326. 7222
or email westlandchamber@yahoo.com

Shown above: Fr. Steve along with James Godbout and
friends raise their glasses in a toast at last year’s first Dine on
the Vine event at Westland City Hall.
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& Annual Picnic - Please join us for
Throughout the summer
we will continue to have
our regular worship
times at 8:30 and 10:30
on Sunday mornings. On
the first and third Sundays we will have Morning
Prayer and on the second and fourth Sundays Fr.
Steve will be with us for Holy Eucharist. Our choir
will be on vacation after Trinity Sunday through
Labor Day.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

MAY EVENTS CALENDAR

WEDNESDAYS
May 4, 11, 18 & 25
Senior Exercise Class 9 am
(free will donation)
May 1
May 8

May 15
May 22

EVENTS & MEETINGS
Breakfast 9:30 am
Daughters of the King 12 pm
Vestry Meeting 12 pm

Breakfast 9:30 am

Outreach Committee 12 pm

On Sunday, June 26th we will be having our annual Parish Picnic at Westland Central City Park. On this day we will be combining our two services into one for a 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
under the park shelter. Following our celebration we will enjoy
a BBQ lunch and each other’s company! Please mark your calendars now -more details to follow in our June newsletter.

Ø Music Notes Ø

By Dana Hull

Have you ever wondered how I choose music for each Sunday?
One of my biggest helps is "The Episcopal Musician's Handbook".
There is a new edition every year. It lists the Bible readings of
each Sunday, plus a list of hymns to choose from. At home I have
a card file which lists hymns, plus whatever organ music I may
have to go along with them. Perhaps you may have noticed in a
Sunday morning bulletin a prelude based on the opening, or processional, hymn, followed by the hymn. Sometimes the communion hymn or recessional hymn will be reflected in the organ music
I play. Just give a listen!

OPEN MAY 12
10am-Noon
Please support our Food Pantry.
Donations sought by the first
Sunday of the month but accepted anytime! Please leave
your donations in the Choir
room or in the church office.
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