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Frecon Farms near Boyertown presents its annual
Pickfest on Saturday, with nearly eight hours
of great music and plenty of family fun.
By Don Botch
Reading Eagle

A

s Josh Smith steered an ’86
Ford pickup out of the Frecon
Farms retail store parking lot
onto the back roads outside Boyertown,
he confessed that he had just taken his
ﬁrst peek at the 10-day forecast.
He was driving a reporter a couple of
miles away to the orchard that is
the site of this Saturday’s Pickfest, which at the time was still
nine days off, and Smith, shifting easily into the role of tour
guide as part of his marketing duties at
Frecon, already had the weather on his
mind. The outlook, he said, was promising: clear skies, highs in the 60s.
When you’re throwing a rain-orshine bluegrass festival in the middle
of an orchard and 1,500 people are
coming, you keep close tabs on the
weather. As the big day has drawn
nearer, a few showers have entered
the forecast, but Smith doesn’t seem
concerned.
“We’re farmers,” he said earlier this
week. “A little rain never hurt us, and
we hope people would join us in that
sentiment.”
Smith said they’ll be prepared with
tents and other amenities, as needed, to
keep everyone dry and comfortable.
Pickfest, which is in its seventh year,
combines the Frecon family’s two passions: agriculture and music. Under
the watchful eyes of brothers Hank
and Steve Frecon, it has quickly become a rite of autumn in eastern Berks
County, and for good reason.
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The Manatawny Creek Ramblers, shown performing at the 2012 Pickfest, will be releasing their
new CD, “End of the Drought,” at this year’s festival on Saturday. To read more about it, see
Page 24.

ler band mate Mike Lavdanski, who
have been hard at work on their debut
album.
In a day filled with tough acts to
follow, perhaps the toughest will be
Lancaster County’s The Stray Birds,
who go on at 2 p.m. This will be the
harmonizing trio’s ﬁrst trip back to
Berks since wowing a full house last
spring at Landhaven Bed & Breakfast
in Huff ’s Church. Bower said booking
The Stray Birds for Pickfest was quite
a coup.
“I’ve just been seeing their name everywhere,” he said, “and I knew they

were from Lancaster, so if they
weren’t on tour, I knew it would
be feasible to get them. … They are
blowing up. They’re just great.”
Not one to back down from a
challenge, Bower slotted his own
Manatawny Creek Ramblers after
The Stray Birds, at 3 p.m. The Ramblers are sure to be ﬁred up for what
they consider to be their showcase
event of this or any year.
And finally, as the sun begins to
dip, the whoopin’, hollerin’, stompin’
Delaware County “thundergrass”

Where to park

Event: Pickfest bluegrass music festival
When: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday,
rain or shine
Where: Frecon Farms Orchard, near
Poplar Road and Edgehill Drive in
Douglass Township, Berks County
Tickets: For adults, $9 in advance at
www.freconfarms.com, the Frecon Farms retail store on Route
562 just west of Boyertown and
The Other Farm Brewing Co., 128 E.
Philadelphia Ave., Boyertown. Any
tickets still left on Saturday will be
sold at the gate for $12. Children’s
tickets are $5 for ages 5 to 12. Free
for ages 4 and under.
Phone: 610-367-6200
Web: www.freconfarms.com

There is no on-site parking for
Pickfest. All spectators are asked
to park at nearby Boyertown High
School, 120 N. Monroe St., Boyertown, with free shuttles running
continuously back and forth to the
festival site starting at 9:30 a.m.
At the end of the day, the shuttle
will make a stop at the official Pickfest after-jam at The Other Farm
Brewing Company, just a few of
blocks from Boyertown High School,
where Amy Forsyth and Grateful Ted
& Friends will host an open acoustic
jam. It starts at 7:30, with a $7 cover
($3 with an instrument).

outﬁt Hogmaw will cap things off with
an hour-long set starting at 4:25.
Bower is thrilled with the “banging
lineup,” but even he admits the Pickfest
allure goes beyond the music.
“It’s in an apple orchard, and it’s in
mid-October,” he said, “so it’s the most
beautiful Pennsylvania scenery you
can get. … And it’s my favorite stage to
play on because of the view. Up on the
stage, which is (the back of) a ’62 GMC
ﬂatbed truck, you can just see for miles
out into the surrounding mountains
that are all changing color.”
The audience, too, enjoys a sweet vista,
not to mention hay, lots of hay.
“One year, we had real heavy rain the
night before,” Bower said, “so before
anyone showed up, they covered the
entire audience area with the giant,
round hay wheels. We unrolled three or

four of them just to absorb some of the
water, but it ended up being the perfect
bed for everyone to run around, jump
around and flop around in, so every
year since then we’ve just been covering the whole area with hay. And then
we’ll throw hay bales out as benches,
and people bring chairs, and it’s just a
real chill time, hanging out in an apple
orchard listening to bluegrass.”
Tickets are $9 in advance for adults
($5 for ages 5 to 12), and Smith said
they go fast. He added that organizers
have learned from experience not to
oversell the event, so they cut it off at
1,500 spectators.
For online purchases, go to www.
freconfarms.com. Any remaining tickets will be sold at the gate Saturday
for $12.
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Contact Don Botch: 610-371-5055 or dbotch@
readingeagle.com.
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There’s the beautiful country setting
off Edgehill Drive in Douglass Township; there are pumpkins, raspberries
and apples galore, all ripe for the picking; there’s the hard-cider garden, with
Frecon’s own award-winning adult
beverages plus wines from Kutztown’s
Blair Vineyards; there are carriage
rides and hay rides around the orchards; there’s the family atmosphere
including a Kidz Zone with games and
music; and last but certainly not least,
there’s lots of bluegrass.
And what a lineup of local and regional talent it is, thanks to the man
behind the music, Daniel Bower.
Getting things started at 10 a.m.
will be Uncle Jake and the 18 Wheel
Gang, the side project of Barren Wells
guitarist Brady James. You may have
seen these guys around, as they have
a penchant for busking, any time, any
place.
Next up at 10:55 will be East Side
Dave & The Mountain Folk Duo, with
the ubiquitous (and admittedly mathematically challenged) Dave Kline
strumming guitar alongside Bob Entler
on mandolin, Rich Freese on bass and
Keith Kupp on banjo.
Adding cello to the day’s mix will be
Michael Ronstadt, who will share the
stage with singer/songwriter Matthew
Gordon of The Barn Swallows starting
at 11:50. Ronstadt is a native Arizonan
who now lives in the Boyertown area
and performs near and far nonstop.
(And yes, if you didn’t know, he’s the
nephew of Linda Ronstadt. But make
no mistake, he’s a talent in his own
right.)
Up next, at 12:55 p.m., is Ataloft,
which is the side project of Darren
Schlappich and his longtime Frog Hol-
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Just hanging out in an orchard, listening to bluegrass

COURTESY OF FRECON FARMS

