Last Sunday, 


I spoke about the Freedom that comes 



with knowing Jesus Christ as our Lord a Savior.  

My hope was to take some time 


and explore how we might grow in that freedom 



in the coming weeks and months.  

As I was discerning how best to go about exploring this freedom, 


I found Paul's letter to the Galatians 



with the concern already raised and addressed.  

So while I could write my thoughts for the next few weeks, 


I feel hearing from what Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write



 to the Galatians would be better.

How big this freedom issue is to Paul 


will become clear as we move deeper into the letter.  

But if we have ears to hear 

and a discerning mind, 


we can pick up the life or death importance of this issue 



in the first 5 verses.  

Normally in his openings, 


Paul has an introduction 


that follows the standard letter writing format of the day, 



with a few flourishes mixed in.  

Paul's letter to the Galatians 


does not follow the normal pattern of greeting, 


encouragement, 


and then prayer.  

Instead, 


we have fact claims



Paul is the writer 



and Paul is an apostle.  


Not just any apostle, 



but one who Jesus himself appointed 



and by Jesus' father who raised Jesus from the dead.  

There is no real encouragement


 or recognizing of their gifts.  

Instead, 


Paul is establishing his authority for speaking 


and what the message is about.  

This direct and urgent introduction 


gives us an idea of the importance of what Paul will say.  

It is the difference of a college student calling their parents to check in 


and talk for thirty minutes 


and end with, 



“Oh, and can you send $300?”  

Verses a collect call in the middle of the night, 


“Mom and Dad,  



I need $300, 




I have had a horrible accident 




and can not get home.”  

A friend of mine described it as the difference in a parents voice 


from casual conversation


to their child riding their bike out into a busy street without looking.  

You may have heard such barks of terror.  


The reason you heard them 


or me 



from three blocks away 


is because the child stopping is a matter of life and death.  



If the child does not stop, 




the bus coming the other direction 





most likely is not going to stop in time.

The Galatians had this good news 


that was supposed to give them all kinds of freedom, 



give them new life right now, 


and they were about to make some choices 



that would negate all of the power of the good news.  

It is a little scary 


that all of the promises of the gospel 



can be negated by thinking the wrong thing, 



but it is true.  

If you don't believe me, 


look at the world around us.  

Look at this supposedly Christian nation.  


A predominant worldview in the United States 



is that you earn what you have.  

We may preach that it is by grace that we are saved.  


Our lives and actions 



then tell the world that it is by our actions that we remain saved 



and in God's grace.  

This is not the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

This is not reformed thinking at all.  

All that we have is a gift from God, 


including being rescued by God.  

Everything that we do 


is in response to what God has done, 


but all that we do 



does not move us up or down in God's love 




or view of us.  

Paul's opening sentences display this approach. 


The only thing Paul does is sends the letter.  

But he was appointed by Jesus and the Father.  

We can also infer that Jesus did not do the work of raising himself from the dead, 


but the Father gave him that gift.  

Verse 3 has the God,


 the Father 

and our Lord Jesus Christ 


giving the Galatians grace and peace.  

Jesus gave us his life for our sins.  

The Father planned to rescue us from the world.  

This is why Paul says in verse 5, 


“All glory to God forever and ever! Amen.”  

God gets the glory 


because God did the work.

That is where we are going to find ourselves 


throughout the book of Galatians, 



needing to ask the question of who did the work for us to be saved? 

You probably know the answer.  


We know it so well 



that we tend to read verse 4 as a throw away or fluff line.  

“Jesus gave his life for our sins,


 just as God our Father planned, 



in order to rescue us from this evil world in which we live.”  

That's nice Paul.  


But what do I need to do?  


How do I need to live?  



Get to the important stuff.  


How do I know if I am succeeding or failing in the Christian life?  


What boxes do I need to check, 



how do I need to act in order to be worthy of this life that Jesus offers?  

As we will hear from those corrupting the good news in the weeks ahead 


and as our human nature will tell us 



if we would listen to it, 


“You have to do something to earn it.  


It can not be free!” 

Or as the Jews countering Paul might say, 


“You have to have some skin in the game 



in order to receive this new life.” 

If we believe any of this, 


we are tarnishing the freedom the gospel offers.  

Tarnishing is a light word, 


the reality is we are probably throwing it away.  

Which we do way too often.  


How often do we try and earn Jesus' favor 



rather than live in the grace and peace that he gives to us.

If we know those two words,


grace and peace,

we know that they are loaded with God's work 


and very little effort from us.  

Charis means beauty and charm.  


It has a natural appeal to it.  

It also means an undeserved gift.  


Something we have not earned.  

Martin Luther preached this poignantly when he said, 

“Therefore, 



God accepts 




only the forsaken, 



cures 




only the sick, 



gives sight 




only to the blind, 



restores life 




to only the dead, 



sanctifies 




only the sinners, 



gives wisdom 




only to the unwise fools.  


In short, 



He has mercy only on those who are wretched, 



and gives grace only to those who are not in grace.”  
Everything we don't have and need, 


God gives us.  

God gives us this, 


not because we have earned it, 


but because we can't get it on our own



and need it to live.

The same is true for peace.  


Paul uses the greek word “eirne.”  

A word that is often translated to Shalom 


when the Hebrew is used.  

A word meaning more than just the absence of war.  

Shalom is the fulfillment of everything.  


Your highest good being met, 


your mind pure, 


your purpose being clear and fulfilled.  

It is the world as it should be.  


It is a state that is only possible 



as we rest in the blessings and gifts of God.  

It is a peace that can exist 


even in the midst of pain, 


torture or chaos.  

It can do this, 


because it is not dependent on our circumstances, 



but on God being present with us.  

The peace that we can have from God 


is a state that can transcend the situation around us.

This grace and this peace that we have, 


is only possible through something that Jesus, 



our Lord and Savior did.  

He gave himself.  


He did not give someone else.  

It was only he, 


who in giving his life, 



 rescued us from sin.  

There was no other way out of the present evil age.  


As Paul will highlight time and again in the pages ahead, 

if you are trying to get yourself out of the situation, 


you have missed the good news.  
The truth is, 


you and I can't do enough 



to get ahead of the present evil age.  

The Hebrew Bible is full of our attempts to do so 


and our continual failure to do so.  

That is why the faith reached point to waiting for a Messiah, 


a Savior.

Paul was proclaiming, 

I am proclaiming, 


that Jesus was that Savior, 


that Christ.  

His work, 


not ours, 

his giving of himself, 


rescued us from the present evil age, 



which was the will of our God and Father.  

What exactly was the “present evil age” 


that Jesus saved us from?  

It is an ungodly world of thought 


that thinks we have to do something 



to be right with God.  


That we can earn our salvation.



That is why we ate the apple in the garden of eden.




To try to be our own saving God.

Now most of us, 


as I have already said, 

would say, 


“No that is blasphemy.  



We are grace, 




not works type of people.” 

This evil age, 


though it is defeated,



 still has a voice.  

At times, 


it is a very loud voice.  
It works every marketing scheme it can.  


How many of you have signed up for a free trial of something 



and then some months later, 


you are looking closely at your credit card bill 



and suddenly realize you have been paying for the service 




for at least a few months. 

We get all upset with ourselves 


and call and cancel it then.  

Often our view of salvation is similar.  


We get the free trial 



and see all of its benefits.  


Now that we have experienced that peace and grace, 



we need to act in such a way to maintain our subscription.  

Before long, 


we think that if we are not paying our subscription, 



the peace and joy will disappear.

We get into this mind frame, 


because we are horrible at receiving free gifts. 

This last week, 


we received free ice cream cones.  

It took a lot of self discipline 


to take and enjoy the ice cream cones in the joyful spirit they were given.  

We were almost relieved 


when we had a chance to go back 


and pay for some cones, 



because we could give a decent tip 




and feel like we had not been given a gift 





with no strings attached.  

We are lousy at receiving gifts, 


because we want to repay them, 


earn them, 


not be in debt because of them.

That is where the freedom that Paul wants us to experience and know 


comes into play.  

You and I were given a gift 


that we did not deserve, 


can never repay, 


can't even pretend like what we do with the rest of our lives 



will make a dent in the debt that we owe Jesus.  


So don't try to repay the debt.  

Instead, 


enjoy the feeling of being free from the debt 


and realize that you can help others see that their debt has been paid as well.  

When we find something that changes our lives, 


we want to share it with others 



out of love, 



instead of obligation or guilt.  

When we are doing it from a place of love, 


we will find freedom.  

This evil age has all kinds of other ways for us to share this news.  


If we follow those, 



we will loose our freedom.
This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group of people or any human authority, but by Jesus Christ himself and by God the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 
2 All the brothers and sisters here join me in sending this letter to the churches of Galatia. 
3 May God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 4  who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
5 All glory to God forever and ever! Amen. 
I, Paul, and my companions in faith here, send greetings to the Galatian churches. My authority for writing to you does not come from any popular vote of the people, nor does it come through the appointment of some human higher-up. It comes directly from Jesus the Messiah and God the Father, who raised him from the dead. I’m God-commissioned. So I greet you with the great words, grace and peace! We know the meaning of those words because Jesus Christ rescued us from this evil world we’re in by offering himself as a sacrifice for our sins. God’s plan is that we all experience that rescue. Glory to God forever! Oh, yes!
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