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Change 

 August is a month of 

change.  We begin the slow 

shift from summer to fall.  

Schedules change dramatically 

as students return to school, 

sports and activities.  We find 

ourselves cleaning up parts of 

the garden long dead while 

picking newly ripened toma-

toes. The hot nights begin to 

cool (or at least we can hope 

they do).  People take their last 

trips and vacations of the sum-

mer before the fall grind be-

gins. 

 We know deep in our 

hearts that change is constant.  

It is not something that merely 

occurs in transitional seasons 

like August and February.  

Change is ongoing.  Change is 

inevitable.  Perhaps we simply 

notice it more during months 

when more things shift more 

than usual.  Sometimes change 

is slow and barely perceptible.  

Classic examples include 

watching paint dry or grass 

grow.  Other times, change oc-

curs quickly.  The speed of 

technological advancement 

these days mind boggling.  It is 

nearly impossible to stay cur-

rent with the latest gadgets.  

One day a kid is in pre-school, 

the next thing you know they  

 Whether you are a change 

embracer or change avoider it is 

helpful to know Godôs character 

is constant.  Malachi 3:6a says: 

ñFor I the LORD do not change.ò  

The thought does not mean that 

God is rigid and unbending to hu-

man need.  In fact, there are sto-

ries in the Bible wherein people 

literally, ñchange Godôs mind.ò  

But that is the subject of another 

article.   

Rather, Godôs unwavering 

character is rooted in love and 

mercy.  The theme appears in the 

biblical narrative over and over 

and over again. Jesusô actions are 

evidence of Godôs love and 

mercy.  From blind Bartimaeus to 

Zacchaeus, Jesus reflects Godôs 

character.  Ironically, in each of 

these cases, Jesus brings change, 

but it is profound change for the 

better.  Bartimaeus receives his 

sight and Zacchaeus returns ex-

horted money back to the poor.  I 

canôt think of a better kind of 

change. 

As we face constant 

change and the accompanying 

anxiety, we can rely on the stead-

fastness of Godôs character.  

Godôs love and mercy will help 

us navigate the changes we can-

not avoid. 

Pastor Jonathan 

are graduating from high 

school.  The change in that 

case takes almost a decade 

and a half, but it flies by like 

the blink of an eye. 

 Most people do not 

like change.  It causes anxi-

ety.  Folks like life to be 

structured and predictable.  

Concrete foundations help 

manage change when it in-

evitably arises.  There are 

other people who find change 

exciting and exhilarating.   

Adventurous folks like to do 

things on the spur of the mo-

ment.  They see change as an 

opportunity to improve sys-

tems and find ways of mak-

ing the world a better place.  

Those who embrace change 

are to be admired for their 

courage and ability to see 

things in new ways. 
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First Presbyterian Church 

  211 South Main  

  Maryville, MO 64468 

  660-582-4257 
 

Sunday School  9:00 

Worship 10:30 

 

   E-mail: 
  pbymaryv@embarqmail.com 
    churchstaff2@gmail.com 

 

   Church Web Page:   
  www.maryvillepresbyterian.org 
 

   Youth Web Page: 
   

 

   Youth Facebook: 
  www.facebook.com/theroadsm 
 

   First Presbyterian Facebook: 
    www.facebook.com/ 
    firstpresbyterianchurchmaryvil 
    lemo 
 

    Church Staff Hours 

   Rev. Jonathan Mitchell, Pastor 

   8:00 AM-Noon 

   MondayðThursday 

 

    Vicki Wainscott, Administrative  

    Assistant 

    8:00 AMðnoon 

    MondayðThursday 
 

   Larry Mannasmith, Music Dir. 
 

   Merlin & Kay Atkins, Custodial Care 

    

 

 

Lectionary Readings 

August 5 

2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a; Ps. 5:1-12;  

Eph. 4:1-16; John 6:24-35 

August 12 

2 Sam. 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Ps. 130; 

Eph. 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51 

August 19 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Ps. 111; 

Eph. 5:15-20; John 5:51-58 

 

August 26 

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11) 22-30, 41-43; 

Ps. 84; Eph. 6:10-20; John 6:56-69 
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Shepherd's Kitchen Crew  

 
August 2   First Christian Church 

 

August 9  TBD 

August 16  Northwest EM Club 

August 23  Diane and Ron Brown, Pam  

   and Ron Petersen, Richard   

   Fulton, Bruce and Janis  

   Roorda 

August 30  TBD 

 

  

  

  

Birthdays  
Lewis Dyke 

Will Mattock 

Wayne Snyder 

 

Anniversaries  

Mike and Arla Mattock 

Floyd and Frances Hook 

Larry and Karla Rusco 

Al and Pat Turner 

Marlin and Sharon Slagle 

George and Sue Gille 

Ushers       

  Floyd and Frances Hook 

July Attendance  

 

    2016 ð 49 

 2017 ð 37 

 2018 ð 37 

  

  

 

   August 
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First Presbyterian and First United Methodist Churches of Maryville teamed up with Heart-

land Camp for a week of AWESOME adventure for our church and the community.  

 

 

                                          

 

 

        Day Camp July 16-20, 2018 
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Thanks to everyone that helped to make this yearôs Day Camp a 

success. We had 55 kids that discovered Godôs love and that 

they belonged. 
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I have been working on organizing and electronically cataloging the churchôs library.  

I have divided the collection into the following sections:  Bibles, Hymnals, Reference, Nonfiction, Fiction, 

Childrenôs and Curriculum.  The picture below shows the Curriculum collection which is complete. Each sec-

tion will be in alphabetical order within that section. As you can tell from the picture the Curriculum collection 

is shelved together with a pink tape that signifies itôs grouping. 

You will be able to search on your mobile device or on a PC to find a book by many different variables includ-

ing author, title, section (i.e. Curriculum), topic and by book cover. 

When my cataloging is complete, you will be able to check out books from the library using your mobile device 

or PC. I will be sending instructions to you as I work through 

completing this project. Look for this in the September Presby 

Post 

I have found several gems in the library as I continue to work on 

it. I am excited about how the library could become a useful tool 

for the members of the church.  Whether you take your child or 

grandchild in to pick a book to take home or whether 

you yourself need something to read on a cold wet Sunday after-

noon, I hope you will make use of this resource. 

Searching by book 

cover in the curricu-

lum section on the 

library catalog. 

Individual item detail from the 

libraryôs catalog is shown here. I 

am using Library Thing to cata-

log the collection and we will be 

able to use those records in  

TinyCat to do self check out. 
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Session Highlights July 2018 
 

Session welcomed Dianne Goodall into membership.  She will officially join the church 

during worship on August 5.  Dianne regularly attends worship and has many con-

nections with the community of faith.  She volunteers for Shepherdôs Kitchen regu-

larly.  Please give Dianne a huge welcome! 

 

The Discipleship Team reported that Day Camp was a huge success with 55 campers 

who discovered Godôs love.  See further information in the Presby Post.  

 

The Fellowship and Outreach team reported that ñChristmas in Julyò program is almost 

complete.  Packages will be delivered to Community Services after the July 31 

deadline. 

 

Session analyzed mission spending and looked at the allocation of resources in previous 

years.  It was informational to see the different programs and organizations we have 

supported.  Mission spending will be an ongoing conversation. 

 

The Buildings and Grounds Team is getting a bid to remove and replace the mop boards 

in the Christian Education wing.  Once a bid is approved, the painting and improve-

ments will begin.   

 

Session approved Rev. Wendy Deering-Poynter to preach in Pastor Jonathanôs absence 

on August 19 and Sept. 30. 

 

As homework, session will begin to do ñvisioningò for the future of the church.  The 

process will unfold over several months.  We will build on the information gathered 

at table talks and subsequent ñ12 month planò completed in 2016. 

 

The next meeting will be Thursday, August 23rd at 6:15 pm. 
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Heartland Presbytery 

 

Sunday, August 5 Heartland Youth Faith & Fellowship 

Event  starts at 4:00 pm at Pine Ridge Presbyterian Church. Then we will head over to 

Main Event at 8081 W. Roanridge Road, Kansas City, MO 

Cost is $21 and includes bowling, laser tag, zero gravity ropes, $10  

arcade card, 2 slices of pizza and a soft drink.  Click here to register. 

 

And itôs never too early to start thinking about Triennium, July 16-20, 2019.  

Heartland Presbytery will be sending a delegation.  Click here for the  Triennium web 

site. 

https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/ 

 

 

Hope youôre having a great summer. 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efh0bh477a71a5d0&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/
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Kids Page August 2018 
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Sunday School begins 

Fall Kickoff Block Party 

   
In September 


