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With there being so many different interpretations of the unfolding of end time 

events, I think it best to start with the words of Jesus Christ and use these as a 

key to unlock the rest of the scriptures concerning the end times.

Mathew 24:1-2

1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to 

show Him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see 

all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon 

another, that shall not be thrown down."

• Soldiers from the Syrian faction of the Roman army ransacked Jerusalem and 

destroyed Herod’s Temple in AD 70.

• Daniel 9:25-26 (70 Weeks)



3

Matthew 24:3
3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 
"Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and 
of the end of the age?" 

• The question Jesus is answering stretches from “these things” (the destruction 
of the Temple) to the sign of His coming and the end of the age.

The Beginning of Sorrows

Matthew 24:4-8
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  5 
For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.  6
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all 
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  7 For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, 
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pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of 
sorrows. 

• Interesting to note that the first thing Jesus says in vs. 4 is to be careful that no 
one deceives you.  This indicates that the end times is characterized by a high 
degree of deception.

Vs. 5 speaks of false Christs (saying “I am Christ”).

Revelation 6:1-2
1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the 
four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, "Come and see." 2 And I 
looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown 
was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 

• The first seal is nearly universally understood to be (the) false Christ(s).
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Vs. 6 Speaks of wars and rumors of wars

Revelation 6:3-4
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature 
saying, "Come and see." 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was 
granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that 
people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. 

• North Korea, Syria, Russia, etc.

• Jesus said “See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet.”

Vs. 7 continues that nation will rise against nation, causing famines.
Revelation 6:5-6

5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
"Come and see." So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it 
had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the
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living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley 
for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.“

• A third World War would be likely to destroy much of the food supply, 
especially due to the likelihood of nuclear war.  This is combined with 
inevitable pestilence and natural disasters, earthquakes in various places.

• Note: The scripture does NOT say “you can’t tell the seasons apart”.

• The Great Tribulation begins with Matthew 24:9

Matthew 24:9
9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be 
hated by all nations for My name's sake.”
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