May 12, 2024
The Ascension of the Lord
Gospel: Mark 16:15-20

SAINT MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

332 S. Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709

12 de Mayo del 2024
Ascencion del Sefior
Evangelio: Marcos 16:15-20

General Parish Information / Informacion General de 1a Parroquia

Parish office phone: 229-924-3495
Parish e-mail: stmaryamericus@gmail.com
Parish website: www.stmaryamericus.com

Parish office hours: Tue/Thu/Fri: 9am-1pm, Wed: 9am-3:30pm

Parish Staff and Contacts

Parochial Administrator: Father Samuel Aniekwe
Bookkeeper: Randy Vanderwilt

Bi-lingual Secretary: Mireya Lopez

Pastoral Council President: Lynn Ingle

Finance Council Chair: Joyce Owsley
Security/Alarm System Caretaker: Chet Crowley

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE): Robbie Hopkins

RCIA (English): Sal Rodriguez and Bonnie Mallard
RCIA (Spanish): Raul Yanez and Sara Rueda

Infants/Children Baptism Preparation: Juan Alejo and Angélica Sanchez

Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (English): Ron Akerman

Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (Spanish): Sara Rueda and Karina Rueda

Music Coordinator (English): Kathy Calcutt

Music Coordinator (Spanish): Martin Lara

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Rocio Aparicio

Altar Linens: Karina Rueda

Facilities Coordinator: Britt Miller

Knights of Columbus #7113 Grand Knight: Ron Akerman

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturday: 5:30 PM (English);
Sunday: 9:30 AM (English); 11:30 AM (Spanish)
Tuesday thru Friday: 12 PM in chapel (English)

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptismal Preparation Class - Contact the pastor by phone
/email to register for a pre-Baptism class at least a month
ahead of a Baptismal date.

Marriage Preparation - Contact the pastor at least 6
months before the expected wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick — For Anointing or for emergency,
please call 412-606-7701.

Reconciliation - Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm or call Fr.
Samuel for an appointment.

Our Mission: We, the parishioners of St. Mary Catholic
Church in Americus, Georgia, share our diversity while
embracing our common Baptism by worshiping God,
celebrating the Eucharist, honoring Mary, spreading the
Word, and serving others.

Rosary before Mass 5:00 PM

HORARIO DE LAS MISAS

Sabado: 5:30 PM (ingles)

Domingo: 9:30 AM (ingles); 11:30 AM (espaiiol)
Martes a Viernes a la 12:00 (ingles) en la capilla

INFORMACION SACRAMENTAL

Clases de Preparacién Bautismal - Por favor llame
nuestros feligreses Juan y Angélica Alejo (229-591-9846)
para registrarse por platicas pre-bautismales a menos un mes
antes del Bautismo proyectado.

Clases de Preparacion de Matrimonio - Las parejas
necesitan comunicarse con el Padre por lo menos seis meses
antes de la fecha de la boda.

Sacramento de la Uncion de un Enfermo - Para Uncion o
Emergencia, llamar 412-606-7701.

Reconciliacion - Sabado 4:00 pm a 4:30 pm o llame el padre
Samuel por una cita particular.

Nuestra Mision: Nosotros, los feligreses de la Iglesia
Catolica Santa Maria en Americus, Georgia, compartimos
nuestra diversidad mientras abarcando nuestro Bautismo
comun adorando a Dios, celebrando la Eucaristia, honrando
a Maria, difundiendo la Palabra, y sirviendo a los demas.

Diocesan Office for Protection of Children & Youth (912) 201-4074/toll-free hotline is (888) 357-5330



Father Sam’s Corner
The Ascension of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 16:15-20
Ascension: The ratification of our hope and belief in Heaven

In Ascension we celebrate the glorification of Jesus and our hope and belief in eternity of life and heaven.
For if Christ didn’t rise from death it would be hard for us to believe in the resurrection of the dead. And if
Christ didn’t ascend to heaven it would be more difficult to believe in heaven, or that life doesn’t just end on
earth. Therefore, Ascension is very important in our journey of faith. Probably, that is one of the reasons
Jesus gathered his disciples to witness his ascension, so that they might have the first-hand experience and
knowledge of his ascending into heaven. Consequently, first-hand information about his life, suffering,
death, resurrection and ascension is necessary as they prepare to go out and preach the Gospel.

Ascension was Christ’s last event with his disciples after his resurrection. Being the last day their master
was presenting himself alive to them the disciples might have celebrated the occasion with mixed feelings.
Perhaps, as he was talking to them the disciples figured out that they might not see their master again, so
they asked him: “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom (Jerusalem) to Israel?” (Acts 1:6).
Probably since Jerusalem was still under Roman authority, the disciples saw the restoration of the kingdom
to Israel as the Messiah’s unfinished work. For the disciples (especially the Jews) believe that one important
mission of the Messiah is to restore Jerusalem to Israel. Also, as humans they might be wondering how they
would be his witnesses without his power and presence. To clear the cloud of doubt and fear in his
disciples, he ordered them to stay in Jerusalem and pray until the Holy Spirit descends on them. The
promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit inspired great hope in them so as they were looking intently at the
sky when Christ was lifted up they were filled with hope and tears of joy as they walked back to Jerusalem
(Mark 16:15-20).

My dear brothers and sisters, Ascension encourages us to always lift our eyes and minds to heaven in the
midst of fear and doubt, for our salvation comes from heaven. Also, Ascension tells us that focusing on
earth and all its problems brings worries, fear and doubt upon us, but lifting our minds to heaven in prayer
brings hope and tears of joy in the midst of our problems. As Christ urges his disciples today to pray for the
coming of the Holy Spirit, let us ask the same spirit to guide and protect us in all the challenges of life. Let
us also ask the Holy Spirit to prepare us to celebrate Him peacefully and joyfully on the Pentecost Sunday.

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS / PETICION PARA INTENCION DE MISA

5/11/2024 Sat 5:30PM + Barbara Pomeroy
5/12/2024 Sun 9:30AM St. Mary’s Parishioners
5/12/2024 Sun [11:30AM  + Alberto Marin

Please contact our office to request for a weekday or weekend Mass to be celebrated for
your intention. You can as well mail your intention with the stipend (310) to our church or
hand them to Father Sam after Mass.

Por favor, comuniquese con nuestra Oficina, cualquier dia de la semana para Peticion de
Intencion de Misa. Usted, también puede enviarla via mail con el costo, a nuestra Iglesia
o entregarle el mismo al Padre Samuel en sus manos, después de la Misa.




Father Sam’s Corner
Ascencion del Senor
Evangelio: Marcos 16:15-20

Ascension: La ratificacion de nuestra esperanza y creencia en el Cielo

En la Ascension celebramos la glorificacion de Jesus y nuestra esperanza y creencia en la eternidad de la
vida y el cielo. Porque si Cristo no resucitara de la muerte, nos seria dificil creer en la resurreccion de los
muertos. Y si Cristo no ascendiera al cielo seria mas dificil creer en el cielo, o que la vida no termine
simplemente en la tierra. Por lo tanto, la Ascension es muy importante en nuestro camino de fe.
Probablemente, esa sea una de las razones por las que Jesus reunid a sus discipulos para presenciar su
ascension, para que pudieran tener experiencia y conocimiento de primera mano de su ascenso al cielo. En
consecuencia, la informacion de primera mano sobre su vida, sufrimiento, muerte, resurreccion y ascension
s necesaria mientras se preparan para salir a predicar el Evangelio.

La ascension fue el ultimo evento de Cristo con sus discipulos después de su resurreccion. Siendo el Gltimo
dia que su maestro se presentd vivo ante ellos, los discipulos pudieron haber celebrado la ocasién con
sentimientos encontrados. Quizds, mientras les hablaba, los discipulos se dieron cuenta de que tal vez no
volverian a ver a su maestro, por lo que le preguntaron: “Sefior, ;vas a restaurar en este tiempo el reino
(Jerusalén) a Israel?” (Hechos 1:6). Probablemente, dado que Jerusalén todavia estaba bajo la autoridad
romana, los discipulos vieron la restauracion del reino a Israel como la obra inconclusa del Mesias. Porque
los discipulos (especialmente los judios) creen que una mision importante del Mesias es restaurar Jerusalén a
Israel. Ademads, como humanos podrian preguntarse como podrian ser sus testigos sin su poder y presencia.
Para despejar la nube de duda y miedo de sus discipulos, les ordend quedarse en Jerusalén y orar hasta que el
Espiritu Santo descienda sobre ellos. La promesa de la venida del Espiritu Santo les inspir6 gran esperanza,
de modo que mientras miraban fijamente al cielo cuando Cristo fue levantado, se llenaron de esperanza y
lagrimas de gozo mientras caminaban de regreso a Jerusalén (Marcos 16:15-20).

Mis queridos hermanos y hermanas, la Ascension nos anima a levantar siempre nuestros 0jos y mente al
cielo en medio del miedo y la duda, porque nuestra salvacion viene del cielo. Ademas, la Ascension nos
dice que centrarnos en la tierra y todos sus problemas nos trae preocupaciones, miedo y dudas, pero elevar
nuestra mente al cielo en oracion trae esperanza y lagrimas de alegria en medio de nuestros problemas.
Mientras Cristo insta hoy a sus discipulos a orar por la venida del Espiritu Santo, pidamos al mismo espiritu
que nos guie y proteja en todos los desafios de la vida. Pidamos también al Espiritu Santo que nos prepare
para celebrarlo con paz y alegria el domingo de Pentecostés.

As part of the Apostleship of Prayer and in union with our Pope, please remember the
following intention this month. For The Formation Of Men And Women Religious And
Seminarians: Let us pray that men and women religious and seminarians, grow in their own
vocational journey through human, pastoral, spiritual and community formation, that leads
them to be credible witnesses of the Gospel.

En unién a nuestro Papa, recordar la Oracion de este mes. Por la Formacion de Religiosas,
Religiosos y Seminaristas: Oremos para que las religiosas, los religiosos y los seminaristas
crezcan en su camino vocacional a través de una formacion humana, pastoral, espiritual y
comunitaria, que les lleve a ser testigos creibles del Evangelio.




ANNOUNCEMENTS /ANUNCIOS

1. The 2024 ACA Progress Report as of Thursday, May 9th. Goal: $15,955; Pledged: $2, 050; Paid Pledge: $1,156;
Pledge balance: $893; One-time Given: $11,312; Total given: $12,468 (78% to our goal; diocesan average for all
parishes is 81%). Participation: 40 of 137 registered families. After prayerful consideration, please contribute
according to your ability. Your sacrificial gift will help make the appeal a success. Thank you all for your generosity!

1. El Informe de progreso de la ACA 2024 al jueves 9 de Mayo. Meta: $15,955; Prometido: $2,050; Promesa pagada:
$1,156; Saldo de la promesa: $893; Donacion tnica: $11,312; Total donado: $12,468 (78% a nuestra meta; el promedio
diocesano para todas las parroquias es del 81%). Participacion: 40 de 137 familias registradas. Después de una
consideracion en oracion, por favor contribuya segun su capacidad. Su donacidon sacrificada ayudara a que la apelacion
sea un éxito. jGracias a todos por su generosidad!

2. This is the final call for anyone who still has a CRS Rice Bowl to please bring it to the next mass or to the church
office as soon as possible. They will be counted after next weekend’s Masses. Thank you for participating in this
almsgiving to help the needy around the world.

2. Este es el ultimo llamado para cualquiera que todavia tenga un Platos de Arroz de CRS que lo traiga a la proxima
misa o a la oficina de la iglesia lo antes posible. Ellos seran contados después de las misas del proximo fin de semana.
Gracias por participar en esta limosna para ayudar a los necesitados de todo el mundo.

3. The May meeting of the Knights of Columbus will be this Monday, May 13th, at La Hacienda restaurant. Dinner
begins at 6 PM, and the business meeting starts at 7 PM. All Catholic men 18 years old and older are invited to attend.

4. This year celebrate Memorial Day by attending an outdoor Mass at Andersonville National Cemetery, sponsored by
the 4th Degree Assembly 178 of the Knights of Columbus. The Reverend Jason Adams, Pastor of St. Matthew Church
in Statesboro, will be the celebrant. Reverend Will Cook from St. Anne Church in Columbus is the homilist.
Date/Time: Monday May 27, 11:00 AM

Location: Outdoor Rostrum (adjoining cemetery) at Andersonville GA National Historic Site

Who should attend: All are welcome!

Other: Casual clothes; hamburger/hot dog picnic free for all follows Mass; consider bringing a dish (such as a salad,
side dish, or dessert) to share.

Rain location (with no picnic): St. Mary Church, Americus.

5. T31 Design House, owned by our parishioner Elena Carné Lorenz, offers an exciting journey for youth ages 8 to 17,
fostering their creativity and curiosity through a Summer Sewing Camp. The Sewing Camp is coming up in June and
July from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Monday to Friday. She will take ten kids per week in June and July. The cost per child
is $150 per week or $30 per day. We are asking our community to spread this good news. To ensure inclusivity and
accessibility, you can sponsor a child or more. Please if it is in your heart to register or sponsor a child contact Elena:
office 229-410-5020, cellphone 305-781-5640 or email elena@t31.co

}\@ OUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE Wi
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Weekend Offertory Budget/Presupuesto + — 2nd Collection

May 5 $2,631 $3,417 $786

May 12

May 19 Catholic Communication Campaign

May 26




