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THE PROCLAIMER
NEW YEAR, NEW HOPE
I don’t think too many people are disappointed in seeing 2020 disappear into the annuals of
history. Most people are glad to see it gone. It was a year that brought a lot of disappointment
and heartbreak all around. We had hoped to get a good running start at 2020, but that changed
on January 21st, when this strange disease known as COVID-19 came barging into our city.
We lost a good year of hopes and dreams because of the virus. But when you have God on your
side, you learn quickly all is not lost. We learned some pretty important lessons last year. One
lesson was about resiliency. We were asked to close down by our Governor, and we did—from
March 14th to June 21st. In that time, we found ways to get the word out to all our members via
Facebook and YouTube. It is a ministry that will be continued and hopefully expanded. In fact,
we have had 2 services go live with Zoom and had members looking in.
During the Advent season, we had Bible Studies go live on Zoom for the Advent Mid-Week. This is
only the beginning, as I have two Discipleship Studies as well as an Adult Instruction Course to
have materials ready soon so we can make them available to all.
So what should 2021 look like for Grace? How about we boil it down to just three words?

KNOW. . . GROW. . . GO.
KNOW GOD!

If 2020 taught us anything, it is knowing God is very important. We know Him
by attending worship and receiving His Word for us in this place. Know His mercy and grace, and
what they mean for your life. Hear His Word of forgiveness, and know that YOU are forgiven.
Know that forgiveness is not just yours. It belongs to the neighbor across the street, to the
homeless, to the people down and out on their luck.

GROW!

Make 2021 the time to grow in the grace of God! This is year 25 of ministry for me.
Yet I am never content when it comes to finding people and ways to deliver the Gospel to them
in a way that is fresh, and meets them where they are. I hope you will not be content and
become stagnant when it comes to growing in the grace of God. Will you commit with me to
growing in the grace of God in 2021?

GO!

Go everywhere this year, asking God to show you opportunities where you can share His
Word, or be shown how Grace might GO and share His Word in different places. Ask God to lead
you with His Holy Spirit to open your eyes to opportunities in front of you to share the good news
of Jesus, or simply invite them to come to church with you on Sunday! 85% of people who join a
church do so because someone invited them to come visit! BE that someone! You will never
have anything more rewarding happen in your spiritual life!
--Pastor Anderson
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This article is written by a former Professor of mine, Dr. Mark Berrier. He’s a great mentor,
teacher, professor, and friend in Christ.
WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THIS NEW YEAR?
Every once in a while, we have newness come into our lives. Sometimes it’s a marriage, bringing in
a new son or daughter, wife or husband. Sometimes it’s a baby, a new life, brought into our
families. Sometimes it’s as simple as a new job or a new car. But what happens when the newness
wears off?
We have been given a great gift—a new year. What will we do with it? Do you have resolutions that
you plan to fulfill? I’ve watched people promise themselves that they will do this or that, but after
a few weeks or even days, they give up on their resolution. How about you? Have you thought
about reading your Bible this year? Have you thought about attending church regularly? Some
resolutions should never be given up!
Here’s a suggestion: resolve to read the Gospel of John. If you haven’t read it recently, read it.
It will penetrate you with a new awareness of Jesus. He comes alive from the pages of John. Why
did John write his gospel? He himself says something like, “Many other things Jesus did and said
that are not written in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, and that you may have life in his name.”
John uses seven specific miracles Jesus did to bring about faith in him. In John, Jesus turns water
into wine; he heals a nobleman’s son at a distance; he heals a cripple at the Pool of Bethesda; he
feeds 5,000 men (plus women and children) by multiplying a few biscuits and fish; he walks on
water; he heals a man born blind; he raises Lazarus from the dead. These miracles are specifically
described by John the Apostle, an eye-witness, to bring us to faith in Jesus. Now Jesus did many
other miracles—about three dozen miracles are specified in the other gospels, but John chose these
seven purposefully. He wants us to believe in Jesus. But the greatest miracle is yet to come in
John: Jesus’ own resurrection. No one else ever said what Jesus said: “No one takes my life from
me; I lay my life down. And if I lay it down, I have the power to take it up again!” And he did.
Most people find it hard to commit to anything these days—and stick with the commitment. I
suggest we commit to reading John’s Gospel this year; commit to attending church this year. If you
have finished John, read I John. I John is like a “P. S.” on the gospel. The gospel is so we may
believe; I John is so we may know for a fact that we have eternal life. Then maybe we can start at
the beginning again, and read Genesis all over again. Maybe if you read the Bible, you will meet
Jesus and your life will be changed.
Jesus arose from the dead. Let’s get up on Sunday morning and go to church.
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS). Membership is available to any woman who is a communicant member of a
congregation in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Forty districts make up LWML in the United
States.
We are in the Washington-Alaska (WA-AK) District; and 11 zones comprise our district. We are in the Mt.
Baker Zone. Each zone consists of groups (societies) usually in a congregation. The name of our church
society is The Women of Grace.
Carol Davis is the society president. Marilee Ryan is the secretary/treasurer.
We have a Heart to Heart Committee encouraging women of diverse ethnic groups to serve the church,
participate in LWML, witness to the world, and grow in relationships.
We also have a Young Woman Committee to energize and mentor younger women to connect and grow
in relationships as sisters in Christ.
Donations to WA-AK District help fund the mission grants, twenty-five (25) % of the money goes to
LWML to help fund the national grants. Since the beginning of LWML 78 years ago, over ten million
dollars has been received through the giving of mites.
With so many gatherings being canceled, the mite donations have, of course, gone down, too. The good
news is that all the district grants for the 2018-2020 biennium have been paid, and our 25% obligation
to national is also current!
We will be choosing grants for the next biennium at the district convention in September. We plan to
gather at the Great Wolf Lodge September 25-27. Our convention theme is “Walk in the Light”. Deb
Burma, national speaker and author, will be there presenting the keynote address and sharing a Bible
study. We have two local mission speakers sharing how our district mites have provided for their
missions, trips, and activities. Everyone is invited to attend. Please ask Marilee for details.
I invite you to visit our district website at www.wa-aklwml.org and the LWML website at www.lwml.org.

Marilee Ryan, President,
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Washington-Alaska District
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CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 2021
PRESIDENT
Mike Ryan

VICE-PRESIDENT
Byron Malloy

SECRETARY
Margaret Dildine

TREASURER
James Koch

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Elaine Pearson
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WE REMEMBER FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN
OUR PRAYERS
Rose Mino, recent, health and mobility
concerns
Forest Van Duyn, health and mobility
concerns
Ray Wans, health and mobility
Mike Malloy, continued healing from stroke
Kim Bayley, as she fights cancer
Henry Schnackenberg, physical difficulties
Leticia Soriano, as she faces health
difficulties
Grace Lutheran, as we seek to grow in
2021—pray that God would add young
families and children to our midst in the
coming year
Linda Anderson—COVID-19
Gene Huber—COVID-19
Virginia Ryan—COVID-19

ELDER
Walt Ziebell

MISSIONS/EVANGELISM/STEWARDSHIP
Kathy Lawson

WEBMASTER
Helen Holten

PASTOR
Rev. Mark Anderson
GLCPastor8401@gmail.com

January 2021
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Thursday

Saturday

Friday

1

2

7
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9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM

10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

10
10:00 Worship Service

Wednesday

DAY OF
EPIPAPHANY

11

12

13
WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM

CHURCH
COUNCIL
MEETING
6:30PM
ZOOM & IN
PERSON

17
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

18

24
10:00 Worship Service

25

---------------------------------31
10:00 Worship Service

19

20
WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM

26

27
WOMEN’s BIBLE
STUDY 9:30AM
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – January 2021
It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a time
when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is
planning our stewardship for the coming year.
Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite
simple and full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering
these three questions:
•
•
•

Who are you?
To whom do I give?
And how much?

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s
Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates:
church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our
difficulties, and our questions arise in giving to the Church.
So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a
guide. If you are a hearer – a member of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one
who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local
congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you.
Your congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the Church, He
has the local congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get
their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give:
•
•
•
•
•

Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2);
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12);
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20);
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2
Cor. 8:23).

In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this
way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind
our own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the
Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself:
Do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament
Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel?
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And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not
out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has
made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him
in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the
work that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those
who are in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as
priestly members of His kingdom.

KNOW. . .
GROW. . .
GO!
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Grace Lutheran Church
8401 Holly Drive
Everett, WA 98208
(425)353-1852

Web: www.grace-everett.org
Email: gracelcms8@gmail.com
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