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A Major Personal Adjustment

Remember that as you pursue implementing the apostolic, you will encounter two philosophies concerning how to: 1) conduct yourself and 2) fulfill your ministry.  The philosophy that we will discuss today is the first – “Everything is OK!”  However, I going to come at it from a different angle than the one  we addressed on Sunday.  I will share some of my personal encounters and struggles with this philosophy.  
	
“Everything is OK!” is a very popular way to approach life.  It keeps you from confronting and dealing with issues because according to this philosophy the people that have these things are not really wrong.  They are “OK”.   It is just another to express oneself.  Leave them alone.  They don’t need to change anything.  To mention something about it would be wrong.  They are ok.  You are ok.   Everyone is ok and everything that they are doing is ok.  I wish that those around us and we ourselves were doing so well in our lives that we did not need to make any changes.   

The reality is that we all need to make corrections to the course, or race, that we are running.  I personally have had to do that all of the time.  Recently, I had to make a major adjustment to my walk.  What happened?   I was rebuked by the Lord for allowing this philosophy of “Everything is OK” to permeate into my thoughts, actions and words.  

Part of me wanted to argue.  “I never accepted this worldly idea that there are no absolutes.  Not for an instant did I ascribe to another way to salvation other than faith in Jesus Christ.  I never supported sinful practices that the Bible condemns.  Not now nor have I ever accepted this philosophy of ‘Everything is OK!’”

The Lord’s response was classic, “Are you done?  Can I now tell you what is really going on?”  He explained that that was not the point.  He knew that I had not done those things.  However, our adversary is persistent and cunning.  He found another way into my life with this philosophy.  How did he do it?  He used those close to me that I encountered that had surrendered to this way of thinking.  I did not believe what they did, yet I did not know how to effectively counter what was being released by them.  They continued in their deception and no change was being produced.  

He went on to explain why.  I was trying to be hospitable to them.  I wanted them to feel comfortable and loved.  They normally did, but this powerful and deceptive philosophy kept them being impacted by the power of God.   The passive and reactive mindset that I was operating in did not possess the ability to set them free.  He revealed to me that my continuation in this actually was putting me in opposition to what He wanted to do.  That was not fun to hear, but it was the truth.
 
What did I do?  Well, my next step was clear.  I had to repent.  I could no longer just blindly be hospitable to the people that I encountered.   So, I had to humble myself and I still do.  My prayer is that I would be more sensitive to what the LORD wants me to do than I am to what the people want.  If we hope to prevail against this dark philosophy, we all need to take this approach.  Let’s do it.  
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