Today, we enter upon the third piece of the Gospel, 


following unconditional acceptance and changed lives, 



we find the natural conclusion.  


The good news of a new world coming.  

It is what you would expect 


if everyone realizes they are unconditionally accepted 


and their lives are changing, 



there is no way the world could stay the same.

It is in our very human nature 


to think that the world is going to change in our favor.  

Studies have shown  (slide)


that the reason the inheritance tax has never had traction to pass at higher levels, 



is because a majority of the people believe 




they are but one break away from having to pay such a tax.  


The percentage of belief actually increases 



as you have less and less money.

The reason that Jesus' message does not have stronger traction, 


despite everyone wanting a different and better world, 



is that Jesus' Kingdom is not going to bring the changes we think we want.  

Especially in the United States  SLIDE


where  If you earn $60,000 a year after tax 


and you don't have kids, 



you're in the richest 1 percent of the world's population. 

FYI, the average income in Skagway 


is in the 80-90 thousand range.  

So while we all have bad days, 


all have days where sticker shock still happens when shopping, 


we are not doing too bad on a global scale.  

Which may be why we sometimes bristle at Jesus' words 


as he talks about this new Kingdom. 


“Blessed are you who are poor, SLIDE




for yours is the kingdom of God. 


21Blessed are you who hunger now, 




for you will be satisfied. 



Blessed are you who weep now, 




for you will laugh. 


22Blessed are you when men hate you, 




when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, 





because of the Son of Man. 


23 “Rejoice in that day 




and leap for joy, 



because great is your reward in heaven. 


For that is how their fathers treated the prophets. 2

4“But woe to you who are rich, SLIDE


for you have already received your comfort. 
25Woe to you who are well fed now, 


for you will go hungry. 

Woe to you who laugh now, 


for you will mourn and weep. 
26Woe to you when all men speak well of you, 


for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 

If we really are the world's rich, 


we might want to rethink this desire for Jesus to return.  

We might want to start fasting 


and get involved in some of our issues 



so that we find we are at least weeping.  

Jesus gave us this insight, 


so that we would not be caught unaware.  

Thankfully someone remembered him saying it, 


because we were caught unaware 



when Jesus gave us life by dying, 



won salvation for us by losing, 



gained power by being weak, 



gained wealth by giving everything away, 


became the most well known person in the history of man kind 



by serving.  

This is not what is in the world's user manuals.  


But it should be in ours.

We need to start living into the ways of Jesus, 


so that we are ready for the day the kingdom comes 

and even better, 


we can experience the joy of such a life now.  

Anytime we go on an international vacation, 


I know one conversation that is bound to come up.  



“I wish I knew French, 




Spanish, Thai, Chinese, 




or Australian better.”  
We have known for at least a month or two 


that we were going to go to a foreign country, 



but did not put in the time to figure out the language.  

So it always feels like our experience would go deeper 


without the language barrier.  


Or I would at least know if the rental car people are giving me a fair deal.  

The reason this knowing the language seldom occurs, 


is that we don't train for it.  

We have all kinds of ways to work around it  (SLIDE)


with Google Translate 


or pocket dictionaries, 

but we don't change our lives 


to make time to grow in our language capabilities.  

At this point, 


I have spent over 3 months in Spanish speaking countries 


and still find myself frustrated that the people don't speak more English.

Jesus' Kingdom that is breaking in 


functions in much the same way.  

We know that one day we will be in a place 


where everyone treats each other, 



sees each other differently.  

Jesus has told us how different this world will be.  


People will forgive one another, t


the weak will be made strong, 


the strong will be humbled 



and we don't welcome or live into this good news.  

We don't train to live this way.  


We tend to stay on the Ryan program of travel.  



I will just figure it out in the moment.

We know how foolish this is.  

Our mythology tells us this is silly.  


For if you have watched any superhero origin story, 



there is a time upon first receiving their powers 




that they have to train for this new life.  

Superman sticks out most clearly in the Smallville  SLIDE


as they showed the path of destruction left behind 



by a small boy figuring out he can lift anything, 



run super fast, 



and has laser vision.  
We need to start living like the Kingdom is coming.  


Just as when a trip is coming up, 



at the bare minimum we start packing.  


Which usually means getting out the summer clothes from storage, 



finding where you put the sandals and sunscreen, 



making sure your passport is up to date, 



and start watching the weather 


to figure out if you actually are going to make it out of Skagway on schedule.

If we believe the good news of the gospel, 


that we are graciously accepted, 


realize our lives have been changed, 


and there is a Kingdom that is developing 



and will someday be fully established, 



someday will be the only way to live, 




why would we not start living into that reality more fully?  

There are reasons not to, 


but none of them can stand after the first two parts of the gospel.  

Everything that would say, 


establish yourself in this world 



comes from the need to prove your worth.  


Jesus has already said, 



“You are worth it.  




I have established your worth by giving you my life.”  



That is why we have symbols that remind us of the cross.  

Everything that would say, 


stay like you are, 



it is fine, 



you don't need to change, 


with gospel eyes, 



starts to become foolish.  

Why do I need to treat this person differently than me? 


My King accepts them too 



and is changing them as well.  

Why do I continue this anger, selfishness, or pride, 


when it leaves me lonely and unknown, 


instead of connected and known.  

Why do I invest myself in this Kingdom of the world, 


when I know that this one is temporary 



and the Kingdom coming will be eternal?  

If Russia were to be granted the claim  (SLIDE)


that they should have Alaska back, 



which of us would refuse to make any changes?  

We would either be on the first ferry out of here 


or ordering Rosetta Stone to learn Russian.  

To stay exactly the same 


would eventually cause us to either be totally ineffective 


or a dissident with problems following.  

With that happening, 


we know things would change 


and the benefits of the new government would go to those 



who were the most ready to change and adapt to the new rule.  

Anyone who was already fluent in Russian 


could expect a high level position.  

We are told that it is good news 


that a new Kingdom is breaking in.  

The way things have been 


will not continue to be that way anymore.  

Are we adapting, 

are we living into the Good News 


that life is changing, 


that the world is changing.  

Or are we still just speaking English 


and wondering what the rest of the world is talking about 


and why they have joy and passion, 



even if they are not part of the 1%?
