
Environmental Planning
at George Washington Regional 

Commission





GWRC 
contains 3 
major river 

basins







Back-end: several grants to 
support water quality

Front-end: easy process for 
residents to get assistance 

repairing / replacing septic or 
connecting to sewer

SEPTIC RELIEF PRGRAM



Urban Heat 

Island



Urban Heat Island impacts communities through:

•Higher energy bills

•Worsened air quality

•Community health

•Impaired waterways 

PLANTING MORE TREES IS THE SIMPLEST SOLUTION TO URBAN HEAT ISLAND.



● Working with DEQ on Ches.
Bay Implementation $ for 
Green Infrastructure

● Supporting VCAP regionally

Implementing

Solutions



Tree Portal

Copying our Middle Peninsula
PDC’s “Fight the Flood” portal but
with trees

Big idea: get more trees planted in
priority areas by matching funding
sources with those in need

(pending award)



● Native Plant Demonstration 
Garden at Cedell Brooks Jr. 
Park

● Collaborative of campaign 
partners working to promote 
native plants



Hazards

• Hazard Mitigation Planning

• Staffing regional Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC)



Coordination

& Trainings



thanks!
Do you have any questions?

Chip Boyles
Executive Director

Chip.boyles@gwregion.org

Meredith Keppel
Environmental Planner II

Meredith.Keppel@gwregion.org
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