
 

 

T hroughout the day the people call 
The person they think should know it all; 
My tree is getting yellow now, 
My lawn is turning brown somehow 
My bush is losing all its leaves. 
My gardenõs dying! Someone grieves. 
 
They bring the bugs they find at home; 
They cart in soil from sand to loam 
And spiders, crickets, worms and weevils. 
They want to know if their bites are evil. 
They bring the limbs of ailing trees; 
They ask advice on killing bees 
And how to rid their barn of bats. 
They want a trap for critters and cats. 
 
They question when to plant their beans 
And when to harvest their turnip greens. 
They bring in sickly-looking shoots 
And unknown weeds pulled up by roots. 
They ask them to stop by their house 
To trap a skunk or kill a mouse, 
Get rid of pesky hornetõs nests, 
Identify a garden pest. 
 
They seek to know how much to water 
And when to send their pig to slaughter. 
From eight to late the Agent hears 
Complaints and questions, dreams, and fears; 
He/She does their best to help them all, 
Extending knowledge with each call. 
On their advice, folks can depend; 
The County Agent is their friend! 
 

~Grace Jessen 

The County Agent 
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KACAA 2017 Annual Banquet 

Salad 

Citrus Herb Roasted Chicken 

Sliced Top Round of Beef 

Classic Lasagna 

Potatoes with Garlic/Parsley Butter 

Broccoli and Roasted Zucchini Squash 

Onions with Tomatoes 

Iced Tea 

Coffee 

Double Chocolate Cake 

Caramel Apple Pie 

Lemon Tartlet garnished with Berries 

Tonightõs banquet meal is sponsored by: 

.ǳũŜǘ aŜƴǳ KACAA 2017 Annual Conference Sponsors 
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Ǔ  Blue Grass South Livestock Market 

Ǔ  Blue Grass Stockyards of Albany 

Ǔ  Blue Grass Stockyards  

     of Campbellsville 

Ǔ  Blue Grass Stockyards East 

Ǔ  Blue Grass Stockyards of Richmond 
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KACAA 2017 Annual Banquet 

Welcome 
Bryce Roberts, President 

 

Invocation 
David Hull 

 

Dinner 
 

Introduction of Head Table & Guests 
Bryce Roberts, President 

 

Recognition of Sponsors 
Jay Stone 

 

Greetings from 

Cooperative Extension Service 
 

Dr. Gary Palmer  

Interim Associate Dean and Director 
 

Willie Howard 
Director, District 3 

 

Torey Earle 
Past President, KAE4-HA 

 

Annette Meyer Heisdorffer 
President, Epsilon Sigma Phi 

 

KEAFCS 

 

 



KACAA 2017 Annual Banquet 

AA & DSA Awards 
Presented by Courtney Jenkins 

Communications Awards 
Presented by Vicki Shadrick 

Agriculture Awareness  

and Appreciation Award 
Presented by Traci Missun 

Search for Excellence Awards 
Presented by Jason Phillips 

Applied Research & Extension Education 

Poster Awards 
Presented by Amanda Sears 

Extra Effort Agent Award 
Presented by Jason Phillips 

Excellence in 4-H Youth  

Programming Award 
Presented by Chad Conway 

Outstanding Lay Leader Award 
Presented by Bryce Roberts 

Service to Agriculture Award 
Presented by Bryce Roberts 

Outstanding Specialist Award 
Presented by Dan Allen  

Life Members Memorial Reading 
Presented by Tom Miller  

Closing Comments 
Bryce Roberts, KACAA President 
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Outstanding Specialist Award: 
Lori Garkovich 

 

Lori Garkovich holds a B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. in Sociology from 

the University of Missouri-Columbia. Dr. Garkovich joined the 

faculty of the University of Kentucky in 1976 as an Assistant Pro-

fessor in the Rural Sociology Program, was promoted to an Associ-

ate Professor in 1982, and a Professor in 1990. She is in the Depart-

ment of Community and Leadership Development and is a Com-

munity Development State Extension Specialist.  

She has numerous professional publications including: Harvest  

of Hope: Family Farming and Farming Families (University of 

Kentucky Press, 1995), Population and Community in Rural  

America (Greenwood Press, 1990), chapters in several books, and 

articles in Rural Sociology, Journal of the Community Develop-

ment Society, Teaching Sociology, and Choices.  

Dr. Garkovichôs Extension specialty areas include strategic plan-

ning, community/economic development, leadership development, 

nonprofit board development and sociodemographic trend analyses. 

She facilitates strategic planning and community visioning process-

es in communities and civic organizations. She has facilitated stra-

tegic planning related to economic development, land use and 

growth management, tourism development, and general community 

development. 

She has been selected as the Provostôs Distinguished Service Pro-

fessor (2009-2012), and been the recipient of the UK Alumni Asso-

ciationôs Great Teacher Award (2009); the Bonnie Teater Commu-

nity Development Educator Lifetime Achievement Award (2008, 

sponsored by the Southern Rural Development Center); the Agri-

cultural Student Council, University of Kentucky, Outstanding  

Advisor Award (2005); and, the Southern Rural Sociological Asso-

ciationôs Excellence in Extension and Outreach Award (2004). 

She has served in several elected positions on the Council of the 

Rural Sociological Society.  She is active in her community serving 

in both elected and appointed positions on local government and 

civic organization boards.  
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Service to Agriculture Award:   
Scott Travis 

 

 

Scott Travis is a Spencer County native and farms 3,000 acres in 

Taylorsville, producing grains, tobacco, cattle, hay and pumpkins.  

He and his wife Robbie have three children, Collin, Cameron and 

Conner and are members of Waterford Christian Church.  He is a 

strong supporter of education, having been on the Spencer County 

School Board from 2009-2012, site base council and serving on 

the PTA. 

Scott Travis is a member of the Board of Directors of the  

Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation.  He was elected to represent 

the Fifth District and currently serves as the Chair of both the 

Dark Tobacco Advisory Committee and Tobacco Advisory Com-

mittee.  He has also served as the president and vice president of 

the county Farm Bureau and chair of the county Ag Development 

Council.  He is also a member and vice chair of the KTRDC at 

UK and serves on the Council of Burley Tobacco. 

In the community, he has volunteered and built playgrounds, 

helped build school and county athletic fields and planted trees in 

the city.  During his high school years he served as the vice presi-

dent and president of the local FFA chapter as well as the regional 

president and state officer.  He won eight proficiency awards, two 

national awards and holds the American Farmer Degree. 

Scott Travis has a love for the community and is always willing to 

help. He says his biggest accomplishment is loving the Lord and 

his family.  

and local educational events at local schools. Some of the areas in 

which they are currently involved and serving include: 

Nathan - President, Louisville Area Cattlemenôs Association, 

FSA County Committee.  Wanda - University of  

Kentucky Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Advisory 

Board.  Murrell - Deacon, First Baptist Church of Taylorsville.  

Kitty - Spencer County Extension Council, Spencer County 

Ag Development Board.  
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2017 AA & DSA Awards 
 

AA Winners 

 
Curtis Dame  
 

Since 2012 extensive efforts have been made to bring both com-

prehensive service and top-notch programming to the extension 

clientele in Hopkins County. Programming includes mobile 

technology, agriculture safety videos, community garden coop-

eratives, grain research plots and efforts related to the expansion 

of pasture health and awareness.  

County Extension Agents help to form a front line for both adult 

agriculture education, but also the effective promotion and dis-

semination of unbiased research-based information. 

 

Andy Rideout  
 

Andyôs career with Extension has been rewarding with oppor-

tunities to help local producers, educate youth, and engage with 

the local community.  Some of his proudest accomplishments 

include the Jail Master Gardener Program, the Kids Garden 

Club, bringing the America in Bloom program to Madisonville, 

Kentucky, and working with the city to develop a new 160 acre 

park.  The Master Gardener Program is also a key program 

where he has enjoyed seeing leaders develop and grow. 

Kathryn Wimberley  
 

Programs offered by the Horticulture Agent in McCracken 

County expanded the Extension Master Gardener (MCEMG) 

program (new classes yearly, 2010-2016.)  MCEMG volunteers 

contributed an average of 1200 hours yearly through the follow-

ing events: McCracken County Fair Standard Flower Show, 

ñHerb Appeal,ò Farmers Market booths, and the UK Demon-

stration & Trial Garden.  Agent created free events: Commercial 

Pesticide Applicatorsô training, (yearly 2011-2016,) Horticul-

ture Field Days, Landscape Drawing Classes, Landscape Design 

Classes and the monthly Garden Toolbox classes.  
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2017 AA & DSA Awards  

Continued 
 

DSA Winners 

 
Chris Ammerman  
 

Chris has spent 14 years working as a member of local organi-

zations to establish an open dialogue that identifies local needs 

and direction to serve as the foundation of a well-rounded    

extension program. Programming emphasis has been placed on 

the traditional and non-traditional aspects of agriculture and 

agricultural education. Some of these efforts include programs 

for better production practices, improved management practices, 

and many classes that go back to basics for new clients. 

 

Sarah Fannin  
 

Sarah joined the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension 

Service in 1995.  She has been recognized for relief efforts with 

the agricultural community following devastating tornadoes in 

2012 ï in spite of the destruction of her own office. She assisted 

in county recovery efforts including the securing of federal and 

private funds for reconstruction projects.  Sarah's program is 

noted for agricultural diversification endeavors.  She also over-

sees the County Extension Demonstration Farm of 100 plus 

acres. 
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Outstanding Lay Leader Award:   
Lawson Family 

 

The Lawson family has lived and farmed in Spencer County for 

three generations and they are hopeful that the fourth generation 

will do the same.  A strong faith, commitment to family, a good 

work ethic and heart for service are the things that the Lawson  

family values most. In 2005, Nathan and Wanda as well as  

Nathanôs parents, Murrell and Kitty, began farming in partnership. 

At the time, the operation consisted of 32 beef cows and 10 acres 

of tobacco with primary income from off the farm.  Since then, 

their farming operation has grown to include 154 beef Cows,  

420 acres of corn and soybeans and over 400 acres of hay and 

pasture on 387 owned acres and 530 leased acres while Nathan 

and Wanda both work part-time off the farm.  Nathan serves as a 

youth minister at First Baptist Church of Taylorsville and Wanda 

is a Professional Engineer and Project Manager at Stantec Con-

sulting in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
 

The Lawsons will tell you that their family and farming operation 

is a team effort that puts a high priority on family values and serv-

ing their community.  Nathan and Wanda have always felt led to 

work in children and youth ministry as well as raise their children 

on a family farm.  They are the proud parents of five children and 

strive to show their children how to live, love and work by model-

ing it in everyday moments. The Lawsons believe it is important 

to invest and serve in the farming and educational communities in 

which they live and work.  They strive to take advantage of oppor-

tunities to help educate children and adults about the realities of 

where food comes from, through participation in Ag field days, 

bers of the Senior Barren County 4-H Horticulture Team as they 

represented Kentucky at the 2016 National Junior Horticulture 

Association (NJHA) Contest in Erie, PA.  
 

The youth noted an increase in their communication skills, aca-

demic achievements, improvement of consumerism skills through 

the selection of better fruits and vegetables, self-confidence, criti-

cal thinking, leadership, teamwork and environmental awareness.  


