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The Importance of Sound Doctrine
Last month I mentioned that I had r ead of some a couple of high-profile pastors and a worship leader
who had renounced their faith. I posited that they rejected Christianity because the tenets of Christianity
conflicted with their worldview. This has been on my mind since I first read it. In the meantime, I have read
numerous articles from various pastors, theologians and lay people on what they think this is about and
have listened to sermons and teaching programs by others that show me that the problem is widespread.
I fir mly hold that sound doctr ine is the key to avoiding the str uggles of conscience these folks have
had. As an aside, the two pastors who rejected Christianity also had affairs shortly before they made their
announcements, so sin, as always, is a factor.
The first lamentation, of course, is that this—I won’t say young, because I’m pretty sure, like Josh
Harris, he is middle-aged—person (Marty Sampson) was never catechized. That is, he was never
instructed in the doctrines of the Christian faith. He, and I don’t think it is a leap to say this based
on what he himself has said, was not taught to read the Bible. He wrote songs for a very popular
Christian brand without anybody taking the trouble to ground him in the rich substantial heritage
of the Christian life. (Excerpted from: Anne Kennedy “Lamentation upon the Occasion of Another
Christian Apostatizing“, https://www.patheos.com/blogs/preventingrace/2019/08/11/lamentationupon-the-occasion-of-another-christian-apostacizng/)
…reading his announcement of leaving Christianity, I think about what an Evangelical college
professor told me in 2017 about the kids in his university: that 99 percent of them carry in their
hearts a Christianity that is entirely based on youth-group emotionalism, and that has no serious
theological foundation. He fears that when they leave the bubble of campus Evangelicalism, their
faith will shatter under the pressures of the world. (Excerpted from: Rod Dreher ”Christian
Cultural Cognitive Dissonance”, https://www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/martysampson-christian-cultural-cognitive-dissonance-benedict-option/)
These two ar ticles come to the same conclusion that I did, many, if not most,
problems in Christianity are a result of not knowing the basics of the Christian faith.
Paul addressed this in his first letter to the church at Corinth; many of the problems
they had were related to a bad understanding of the Christian faith. He had taught
them, but they continued to live in the way they had before they heard the message of the Gospel.
Paul’s concern is that many Christians in Corinth were still thinking and living on the basis of the world’s
kind of wisdom,1 not on the basis of the word of the cross, which is God’s wisdom.2 That worldly wisdom
results in worldly thinking and worldly living. “The Corinthians are involved in a lot of unchristian
behavior; in that sense they are ‘unspiritual,’ not because they lack the Spirit but because they are thinking
and living just like those who do.”3
Paul tells them that because of their continuing to ignor e the teachings they r eceived and continued
to live as they used to live, he could not teach them more.
1 Corinthians 3:2-3 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you wer e not r eady for it. And even now
you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are
you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way?
[D.A.] Carson has a sharp comment on contemporary Christians who display a similar kind of immaturity:

Not for them solid knowledge of Scr iptur e; not for them matur e theological r eflection; not for
them growing and perceptive Christian thought.

Pastor Continued:
They want nothing mor e than another r ound of chor uses and a “simple message”—something that
won’t challenge them to think, to examine their lives, to make choices, and to grow in their knowledge and
adoration of the living God.7 I think Carson is correct, we live in an age where we don’t want to be
challenged to think, we don’t want to expend the intellectual energy to become more knowledgeable in our
faith and would rather have a “simple message.”
What about us? Ar e we of the same mindset? Would we r ather take the easy way out and not bother
studying and challenging our minds with the Word of God? I believe that the problem of the rejection of the
Gospel by Christians is directly caused by a bad understanding of Christianity which leads to a misunderstanding of how we understand our lives in the world today. The more we study and contemplate the Word
of God, the more we partake of His gracious gifts of forgiveness we receive in the Sacraments and His
Word, the stronger our faith becomes and the more focused we are on what pleases God. We become more
aware of our sin as our knowledge of the Scriptures increases, and conversely the less we know of God’s
will, the less we are concerned with sin and the less likely we are to live a holy life.

Ther e is a gr eater danger when we continue to walk in the ways of the wor ld, it can cause our faith to
diminish. Those who walk according to the flesh can retain neither faith nor righteousness.” (Apology to the
Augsburg Confession, Article IV Para. 348)
I would challenge us to heed the war nings that news stor ies like these give to us. We ar e all at r isk of
rejecting God if we do not know God. If we can’t discern good teaching from bad, we will fall for heresies
that tickle our ears. (2 Tim 4:3) Hear the Word and receive God’s good gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation regularly in Worship, avail yourselves in the teaching of Scriptures and doctrine we provide on Sundays
and Wednesday evenings, read and meditate on the Scriptures daily in your private devotions. The Holy
Spirit will strengthen your faith and allow you to mature as a Christian and in your walk as a child of God.

Pastor Don

(Read Exodus 33:13; I Kings 8:36; Psalms 27:11, 86:11 119:15, 119:26, 119:35, 143:10; Isaiah 26:7)
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The Meyer Minute for October 24, 2019

“The deplor able, wr etched depr ivation that I r ecently
encountered,” began Martin Luther. He had made official visits to congregations in Saxony and Meissen from late
October 1528, to early January 1529. The “deprivation” was that people didn’t know the Christian faith. “Dear God,
what misery I beheld! The ordinary person, especially in the villages, knows absolutely nothing about the Christian
faith, and unfortunately many pastors are completely unskilled and incompetent teachers. Yet supposedly they all bear
the name Christian.”
Is that also true today? Fewer Americans identify themselves as Christians while the “nones,” people who don’t
identify with a faith, is steadily increasing. “I have my opinion; you have yours. Who are you to tell me I’m wrong?”
But how many people today can quote, for example, the Ten Commandments? How many people today are biblically
literate? You’ve heard people think they’re quoting the Bible, except what they quote is just some proverbial
sentiment, not in the Bible. And it’s not just “out there.” Any pastor will tell you that this is also true for some in our
congregations. In recent decades our country has drifted away from its traditional center, and one reason is that people
don’t know basic biblical teachings. Maybe they don’t care. It is eroding our congregations.
So, Luther wrote The Small Catechism as a way for pastors to teach the faith to their congregations. In the
introduction he gave teaching advice, including this: “Once the people have learned the text well, then teach them to
understand it, too, so that they may know what it means. After the people understand the First Commandment well,
then take up the Second, and so on.”
The Small Catechism begins, “The First Commandment. You shall have no other gods. What does
this mean? Answer: We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.” What do Americans
“fear, love, and trust” today? Who or what is really god for Americans? “The time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching”

(2 Timothy 4:3). A heritage of the Reformation: Always be teaching the faith; always be learning the faith.

September Attendance:

Our Gifts to the Lord ~ September
Offering this month:

$12,127.72

Expenses:

$11,441.75

Difference:

$578.90
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Church in the Park

Mite Offerings to Date: $362.76

October Attendance:

Our Gifts to the Lord ~ October
Offering this month:

$15,515.31

Expenses:

$12,803.86

Difference:

$2711.45

Mite Offerings to Date: $433.58
Quilt Project: $96
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Our Mite Box Money: Used for missions.
25% of the offering is sent to LWML for Mission
Grants and the remaining 75% is used for your
district’s mission grants.
Place your Mite box wherever you can feed it… You mite
want to give a mite box to family members and friends.
Food Pantry - Just a reminder to grab a fish or two out of the
basket in the Narthex to donate items for our Food Pantry. Our
food pantry is just about stocked again and we will also be
sending some food over to St. Paul's to assist in their Food
Pantry & Lunch Programs for the community. Thank
you to all who have donated. Please contact Dawn
Whiting if you are in need or if you know of someone
that needs assistance. Contact #381-9986.

November Birthdays
4th
5th
6th
11th
16th
20th
21st
28th

Butch Quillen
Hal Wenzel
Diva Creps
Tina Jensen
Tim Sellin
Aaron Healey
Matthew Peglow
Chuck Arfsten

November Anniversaries
2nd Mark & Julie Raulie
5th Eric & Dawn Whiting

We want to thank you
and your families
for your service.
Join us for a Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, November 9th , 2019

Veteran’s Day is
Monday,
November 11th,

Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one's life for one's friends.
John 15:13 NIV

As we appr oach Veter an's Day I look at the
love Christ has for us where he laid down his
life so that we are free from eternal damnation. Our veterans have made a choice to put
their lives on the line so that people around
the world have an opportunity to be free from
oppression in a hostile world. This choice was
strictly voluntary and many have paid a great
price in doing so.
On this Veteran's Day take time to say
thank you for your service and shake their
hands.
Eric Whiting

Joyce Smith has discontinued the Sign
Language Class (Monday & Tuesday
evenings)… Until Spring.
We will keep you updated.

Our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
will be held on Friday Evening,
November 22nd, at 6 pm
Join us for Dinner - Bingo & Fellowship

We will have a signup sheet for side dish's,
dessert’s and how many are planning to attend.
We will provide the Turkey, dressing and drinks.
We will have prizes and fun galore!

Women’ Community Bible Study
Thursday Mornings at 10 am.
Join Us for our Study & Fellowship as we

“Delve into Daniel”

Our Commitment as a Church
* We support the Veterans with a PTSD support group that meets once per month
(1st Tuesday).

* Sisters of the Heart: We furnished 26 health
kits for the Mobile Convention, 40 school kits for
Lutheran World Relief , and 11 fleece/tied
blankets. We have also provided 5 Fleece
Blankets to the McMinn Foster Care Program.
We have 6 more ready to tie.
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
* We Furnish Numerous paper back books for
the McMinn County Jail.
* We collect old cell phones for the H.O.P.E
center.

Our Commitment’s as Christian Women
* 6 of our ladies participate in Meals on W heels
in 2 of our communities.
* Several of our ladies serve at the McMinn
Senior center with lunch, Bingo and prizes
(once a month).
* 2 Volunteers work in the Free Health Clinic 3
times a month.
* A volunteer visits the Cleveland and Etowah
nursing homes, weekly… and delivers trinkets
and gifts. And one who goes to nursing homes
bi-monthly, to play Bingo.
* We have 3 volunteers that have devotions and
music at two assisted living centers 4 times a
month.

* We have started sponsoring The Lutheran
Hour Ministry Program on 1090 WENR radio
on Sundays at 10:30 am. The cost is $35 per
week to sponsor. If you are interested in helping
sponsor this program.. You can make a donation
and clearly mark your envelope for this project.

* 4 provide assistance in meal preparation at
Grace House.

* Mite Box Collections have brought $433.58 to
date for local and National Mission projects

** Janis Wenzel goes on a Honduran Medical /
Dental Evangelical Mission Trip each year. We
have assisted her in the provisioning of 1000 lbs.
Rice & Beans for the last 2 years… as well as
glasses, shoes and t-shirts for the people.
Additional funds have been raised to assist her
with additional needs and expenses.

Our Annual Ladies Fellowship
Christmas Ornament Exchange
will be held on December 14th
from Noon to 2pm.
We will have sign-up sheets for
food and attendance. We are inviting our St. Paul’s
friends as well as 4 other Lutheran Church's … we
will keep you posted at to additional details. To
Volunteer … Contact Julie Raulie..
She needs Help!

* One lady has a Greeting Card Ministry for
others at the Church. She provides greeting
cards for every occasion!

Bob & Shirley

Bob & Shirley Tiegs-Kappen

Wedding Photo
July 15th, 2006

Shir ley has been a member of Athens Luther an Chur ch since
1977, when she and her husband Ivan, moved to Athens from
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. Ivan was working for the Heil Company
when the plant was built in Athens.

Shir ley was bor n in Lake City, Minnesota and gr ew up in wester n Wisconsin. She moved to
Milwaukee when she was 18 years old. That is where she met Ivan and married in 1957. They had
5 children and 18 grandchildren. The second great-grandchild is expected in November.
Ivan was called to his eternal home in 2003.
Bob & Shir ley wer e mar r ied in 2006. Bob was also a member of Athens Luther an Chur ch. His wife
had also been called home. Each of them had been married 40+ years to their former spouses.
Bob gr ew up near Detr oit, MI., and spent 30 plus year s in Flor ida befor e moving to Tennessee.
He has 2 daughters and 2 granddaughters, who live in Florida.
Bob was employed as a machinist most of his wor king year s. Shir ley was
employed at Citizens National Bank (now Simmons), for 30 years. In the years at
ALC, Shirley taught Sunday School, part time secretary at the church for Pastor
Montgomery and Pastor Munch, Director of Fellowship, and Church Treasurer for
20+ years. She still serves in the Treasurer position.
Bob’s passion is working on his ‘34 Ford. He has changed out the motor
3 times. This is the last time… it gets harder as time goes by.
Shir ley’s passion is her family and visiting with them. She spends her
time in winter months enjoying crocheting and cross stitch.
Since mar r ying, Bob and Shir ley have been on a few cr uises. Alaska
and going through the Panama Canal, being their favorite. Most of their
trips now are visiting their family. Their children live in Florida, Texas,
Indiana and East Tennessee. Grandchildren
are more spread out… Florida, New Jersey,
Indiana, Texas, Arizona, Wisconsin,
Taiwan and Brazil.
Panama Canal

Alaska- Glacier Bay

Mobile Apps from Lutheran
Hour Ministries
The Lutheran Hour' Mobile App
On October 2, 1930, the first broadcast of
The Lutheran Hour radio program was aired with
Dr. Walter A. Maier as Speaker. The Lutheran
Layman’s League, which had formed 13 years earlier,
had a vision of spreading the Gospel message using
the young technology of broadcast radio. For more
than 80 years, the call of Christ has been carried
around the world by radio waves to share the Good
News. With over one million listeners every week,
The Lutheran Hour continues its legacy of bringing
timely messages of Christ’s love by using the most
current and accessible platforms. The program airs on
more than 1,800 North American stations every week.
One of those radio stations is 1090AM WENR.
The Lutheran Hour airs at 10:30am Sundays.
We are sponsoring this program through donations.
I don’t need to tell you how hard it is to let people
know what Lutherans believe in this community.
The Lutheran Hour provides sound traditional
Biblical messages based on Lutheran theology.
This is an outreach to our community.
It costs us $35 per week to sponsor the Lutheran
Hour and we get about 2 minutes to advertise Athens
Lutheran Church during the program. We are funding
this outreach through donations and need your help.
If you are interested in helping us fund this project
please designate your gifts to support the Lutheran
Hour in the memo line of your check.

Thank You for helping us share The Lutheran
Hour with our community.

You can take The Lutheran Hour® program
with you anywhere you go! An updated mobile
app is now available for the world's longestrunning Christian outreach radio program!
Play or download the audio or read the text
of the program's current sermon. Search
and play a sermon from The Lutheran Hour
archive. Save your favorite sermons for easy
access Share sermons with your friends and
family directly from the app!

LHM Daily Devotions Mobile App
You can now access Lutheran Hour Ministries'
Daily Devotions on your mobile device by
using the new Daily Devotions app!
Inspirational Scripture-based messages at
your fingertips every day. Season-themed
devotions during Advent and Lent.
Read the devotion text or listen to the audio
version. Share the devotion with a friend
using Twitter, Facebook or e-mail.

LHM Video Bible Studies
Mobile App
Take a minute to download the free LHM Video
Bible Studies app from Lutheran Hour Ministries! When you do you have immediate access to
award-winning, original Bible studies with
streaming video, study guides, downloads, and
more - the Studies app puts a host of
Christ-centered tools at your fingertips.

Project Connect' Mobile App
As a topical booklet ministry Project Connect,
from Lutheran Hour Ministries, is an excellent
evangelism resource. It gives congregations and
individuals an outreach program that works and
is easy to maintain. This app not only allows you

