
Long Beach Branch 
Affiliated with the Music Teachers’ Association of California 

  February 2013 
 
President: Leonne Lewis                                                                      Website: 
www.mtaclb.com 

Editor: Andrea Wu  
            jou_hsiang_en@hotmail.com 
 
Please send items for inclusion by no later than the 15th of each month to the 
Newsletter Editor (jou_hsiang_en@hotmail.com).  Inclusions should be print-
ready and photos need to be in .jpg format and have captions including the name 
of the event and/or the people in it written under it.   
 
 
Madeline Miller, State President 
25809 Lockmoor Road 
Valencia CA 91335 
E-mail: mmiller@mtac.org 

 
 President's Message 

 
Dear Branch Members, 
 
If you happen to read this on January 31, then Happy Birthday Franz Schubert 
and Philip Glass. I just returned from the Styles Festival at SBCSL (January 19) 
and it was a lovely event with accomplished students/performers who played a 
variety of repertoire including compositions by Gershwin, Kabalevsky, Dave 
Brubeck, Ligeti and Oscar Peterson. Bravo to the Styles Festival Chair, 
participants and their teachers. As I recall, the Styles Festival was the brain child 
of Willie Chen. Kudos Willie! 
 
This month will be filled with musical goodies at the General Meeting, SCJBF, the 
Branch Recital and the Bach/Baroque Festival - a good month for JS Bach and 
perhaps his sons, as well. May I include a special thanks to our CM Director for 
her 24/7 work with CM related details, tips of the week and techno savy 
recommendations, such as providing some MP3 players for our CM testing. 
Hope to see you at Kimiyo's house on the 6th for the General Meeting, "All in the 
Family." No worries, Archie Bunker won't be there. 
 
Best wishes and Happy Valentine's Day and Chopin's Birthday this month. 
 
Leonne Lewis 

 
 MTACLB Calendar of events: FEBRUARY 



 
Feb. 1    Fri.    
Deadline for Bach/Baroque Festival. Entry form Online at 
www.mtaclb.com                  
 
Feb. 2    Sat.  9-5 pm     
SCJBF at SBCSL    
 
Feb. 2    Sat.   
Deadline for Branch Recital #2. Entry form Online www.mtaclb.com                   
 
Feb. 6    Wed.   9:30 am    
General Meeting at the home of Kimiyo Takeya 
 
Feb. 9    Sat.     
VOCE Orange Coast Cities & South Coast Cities Branches at Saddleback 
College                               
 
Feb. 14    Thu.  9:30 am   
Board Meeting at the home of Leonne Lewis 
 
Feb. 23    Sat.  10-12:30 am    
Branch Recital # 2 at SBCSL 
 
Feb. 23    Sat.  1-2 pm   
Bach/Baroque Festival at SBCSL 

 
 The Harold Parker Wheeler, Jr. Memorial Award 

 
The Harold Parker Wheeler, Jr. Memorial Award is offered each spring to a 
graduating high school senior. With this award, our branch honors the memory of 
Harold P. Wheeler, Jr. for his dedication to music and community service. 
Graduating seniors with good scholarship, musicianship, and those who have 
used their music to benefit the community are encouraged to apply. The award is 
in the amount of $500. 
 
Leah 

 
 Music Teachers’ Association of California – Long Beach Branch 
Application for the Harold P. Wheeler, Jr. Memorial Music Award 

This award is offered annually to a graduating high school senior who is a 
student of a member of the MTAC Long Beach Branch. The award is in the 
amount of $500. The student must have used his/her musical gifts and other 
talents to enhance the lives of others in the school and the community. In 
addition to outstanding musicianship, the student must demonstrate attributes 
that include good scholarship and qualities of character and industry. 



 
• Application deadline is April 3, 2012 
• Please send the completed application form and all supporting materials to: 
Leah Kang - 15539 Woodruff Ave Unit 8, Bellflower, CA 90706 
• The award recipient will be honored at the June 3 meeting of the Long Beach 
Branch 
 
Applicant’s Name________________________ Telephone_______________ 
Address________________________________ City __________________ 
Zip______________ 
Instrument _______________ Instrument #2 (if applicable) ________________ 
Date of Birth ________ Age ___ 
 
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY. 
1. Briefly describe your musical training. 
2. List the school music organizations in which you participate. 
3. List community or church musical involvement. 
4. List other community volunteer activities. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
Please write a 1-2 page essay describing why you are a good candidate for this 
award. 
Include a quality recording on CD or DVD of a recent performance. The recording 
should include two works of contrasting style and must correspond with the 
instrument studied with the submitting teacher. Single movements are 
acceptable. 
Include two letters of recommendation from persons other than the student’s 
current MTAC teacher or family member. 
**Include proof of community service and other volunteer activities. 
________________ __________________________ 
_________________________ __________________ 
Instrument #1 Print Name of Teacher Teacher’s Signature Telephone 
________________ __________________________ 
_________________________ __________________ 
Instrument #2 Print Name of Teacher Teacher’s Signature Telephone 

 
 REPORT BY MSSL STUDENT CHAIR CLARE COURTER (ATTENDS 

CSULB) 
 
MTAC Supervisor:  Harriet Bennish 
 
The Music Student Service League performs at three convalescent homes in the 
local area, which are Artesia Christian Home, Katella Manor, and Country Villa, 
Seal Beach. For each performance, the participant receives five hours of 
community service credit. Some of the performances this past year included: 
 



- April 22 at Katella Manor - performers: myself, Victoria Wang, Luna Hijikata, 
Misa Nakazawa, Veronica Tan, and Nicole Martinez 
 
- September 22 at Artesia Christian Home - performers: myself, Luna Hijikata, 
and Jason Watts 
 
- November 17 at Country Villa, Seal Beach - performers: Deborah Cheng, Kayla 
Coughlin, Brian Coughlin, Brianna Coughlin, Nicole Martinez, Liam Watts, and 
Jason Watts 
 
The upcoming dates for this year are: 
Artesia Christian Home 
January 12 at 3:00 
February 23 at 3:00 
April 7 at 3:00 
May 18 at 3:00 
 
Katella Manor 
January 26 at 4:00 
March 9 at 3:00 
April 21 at 3:00 
May 25 at 3:00 
 
Country Villa, Seal Beach 
February 10 at 3:00 
March 23 at 3:00 
May 4 at 3:00 
June 1 at 3:00 
 
The preferred way of communication is through email which is 
cfcourter@gmail.com. Thanks so much! 
 
Clare Courter, Student Chairman of the Music Student Service League 

 
 

 nIceLandscape concerts 
 
I have been a member of MTAC Long Beach for two years now. I am a piano 
teacher, coming from France. I have been blessed to meet Ivan Bellocq a 
renowned French composer and flutist, who wrote a solo piece Iceland two years 
ago that I premiered in Orléans (France) in February 2012. 
 
This gave birth to a collaboration for a project centered around Iceland (that Ivan 
Bellocq visited and was fascinated with), Landscape (Ivan Bellocq, close to 
nature, is sensitive to landscapes and it is a reference to In a Landcape by John 
Cage). We called it nIceLAndscape. It includes the solo piece Iceland; a piece for 
piano, flute and speaker, The Birds of Kirkjubaejarklaustur; In a Landscape by 



John Cage; Sea Fragment, world premiere for flute, piano and two speakers and 
Story by Cage for four voices. 
 
These pieces are truly unique and the intricacy of text and music (a landmark of 
this project) give them a poetry and an expressivity that I hope you all may enjoy. 
Please find the calendar of the 4 concerts that will be given. You have 3 posters 
for the 3 first posters. I will keep you updated for the March Concert, that will take 
place in Fullerton, in a prestigious festival centered around the Voice. Please 
note the first concert will be held in Long Beach!! 
       

 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
best regards, 
 
Jérémie Favreau 

 
 MTACLB New Member/Members/Program Directors/Newsletter 
Editor Website Instructions 
 
If you have a new email address and need to update your information: 
1.    Please email Christine at violine1@aol.com to receive the MTACLB email 
updates. 
2.    Please contact Beejell Soco, webmaster at beejell@gmail.com if you have 
any questions concerning the website.You will also need to do the following to 
update your Classical Edge account and receive the MTACLB newsletter. 
3.  Go to www.mtaclb.com. 
4.Click on “Login” and  log onto the MTACLB website with your current name and 
password. 
5. go onto "Edit My Profile" and change your listed email address. 
Do NOT start a new account with a new user name! 
 
New Members:  
 
 How to sign up as a new member on the www.mtaclb.com website? 



 Open up a firefox browser or download a firefox web browser for free.  You can 
download it for free at www.firefox.com  Our website works best when you use 
the correct web browser! 
 Type www.mtaclb.com in your web browser 
Click on Login” in the box on the top of the website. 
Click on “Create Account.” 
Fill in the all of the required information on that page. 
Click on “Continue.” 
Fill in the all of the required information on that page. 
Click on “Save”. 
 
MTACLB members with accounts: 
 
Type www.mtaclb.com in your web browser. 
Type in your username in the blank box. 
Type in your  password. 
(If you cannot remember your user name or password, click on “Forgot 
Username/Password”) 
Click on Login in the box on the top of the website. 
To Edit your Profile, add or change the following:  (note your instrument, 
specialty, education, email address, home address, etcj.) 
Log on 
Click on “Edit my profile.” 
Scroll down until you see “profession.”   
Example for teachers: 
If you are a teacher, click on the following boxes:   
“Teacher” “private studio” private studio” 
Scroll down to the bottom of the page with the up/down scroll on the right side 
and Click “continue.” 
Complete the info on the next page. 
Scroll down to the bottom of the second page and click “finish” to save your info. 
 **If you see a little message flash on your computer asking if you want to stay on 
the classical edge website, be sure to click “okay” to stay on the website.  If you 
do not, the website will automatically time out for security reasons, and your 
information MAY NOT have been saved!  You will have to do this every time you 
have about 10 minutes of inactivity. 
 Additional email-related information.  Please do not just click “reply” when you 
have a question regarding an email or program, as it will send the email to the 
1st Vice President ( person relaying the emails) instead of the person in charge 
of the program.  Be sure to look for the email address for the program director 
and email them directly! 
Additional hint when entering a student in an event: 
X means delete and the pencil means edit.   
If you hold your mouse over an icon it will give you what it means.   
There is an option at the bottom to print out the info for the students you have 
registered. 



 
MTACLB Program Directors Instructions: 
 
Each program director needs to contact Reza at Classical edge at least a month 
before the scheduled event. admin@classicaledge.org Please give him the 
following information: 
1.    The Name of the event. 
2.    The date of the event. 
3.    The online application due date. 
4.    Your name and email address. 
5.    Any specific additions or changes if this is a program that we have not had 
before.  Otherwise, Reza will set up the new event from a template of the event 
from the previous year. 
Open up a firefox browser or download a firefox web browser for free.  You can 
download it for free at www.firefox.com  Our website works best when you use 
the correct web browser!  After you have downloaded Firefox,, and you see the 
word “firefox” on your menu bar, Click and hold on “file” and click “New 
Document” 
 Type www.classicaledge.com in your web browser. 
Type in your username in the blank box. 
Type in your  password. 
(If you cannot remember your user name or password, click on “Forgot 
Username/Password”) 
Click “Login.” 
Click “MTAC-LB” or the little file picture. 
Click on “Programs.” 
Click on the Program Name, i.e. “MTAC-LB  Sonata/Sonatina Competition” 
Click on “Change Settings” or picture with paper and wrench.  Scroll on both the 
outer right part of your window until you can see “Application Rules and 
Policies.”   
Type your event info, rules, and policies in the blank box. **Be sure to click on 
the little diskette after every few minutes to save the information that you have 
typed!!  **If you see a little message flash on your computer asking if you want to 
extend the session (stay on the classical edge website), be sure to click “OK” to 
stay on the website.  If you do not, the website will automatically time out for 
security reasons, and your information MAY NOT have been saved!   
Example of information to include under “Applications Rules and Policies.” 
Piano Sonata/Sonatina Competition 
Chairpersons: Willie Chen and Kazuko Yasukawa 
Competition Date: Saturday May 16, 2009 all day 
Entry Deadline: Saturday April 25, 2009 at 11:59 PM 
Entry fee is $25 per person.  There is no teacher fee. 
Please make one check out to MTAC-LB and mail to Willie Chen at (**add 
program director’s address here) postmarked by the entry deadline. 
 Location: Seal Beach Center for Spiritual Living 
Due to the nature of the competition, we are unable to accept time requests. 



Winners must be present at the end of each program to receive awards. 
 All teachers who enter students are expected to help out. 
Time limits for each division: elementary 7 minutes, intermediate 9 minutes, 
advanced 12 minutes. 
 Please note that there is also a window scroll feature in the small window you 
are typing in as well. (There may be 3 scroll bars to control the different 
windows.) The size of the window is small, and you may not be able to see the 
entire window at once as you are editing it.  This is not something that we can 
change at this time. 
 You will NOT be able to type in the following information.   
Copy This Program:         Copy Now 
New Program Start Date:          
New Program End Date:          
New Application Due Date: 
(We have locked this process because program directors were creating duplicate 
programs and students were signing onto two separate events for the same 
program.  Reza needs to copy and create a new program for the director.) 
 Click on “Perfomances” to put students in program order either by “Autoorder” or 
by moving students up and down with the down and up arrows 
 Click on “Performances” and “Notify” to notify teachers and/or students about 
their scheduled times. 
 
Newsletter Editor Instructions 
 
1.  Click onto  firefox 2.0 browser on your computer, or download the newest 
version from www.firefox.com, and create a new page by going under the 
pulldown menu "file" and clicking on "new window." 
 2. Go to www.classicaledge.com and log on and click on to the following: 
Log into your account.   Click on "mtac-lb," then “account”  then  "website," "edit 
pages"  and "newsletter" tab above.   Click on the Create* button below the 
tabs.  Change the newsletter Name to the next month’s name, such as “July 
Newsletter.”   Don’t worry about the email and PDF options yet, and do NOT click 
“Publish Now.”   Once you publish a newsletter, it’s difficult to alter it and resend 
it. 
 Go to the “Past Issues”  on the top right of the screen and “cut and paste” the 
top information from last month’s newsletter, changing only the necessary 
information such as date and newsletter editor info.  Be sure to save your work 
constantly, by clicking on the little icon that looks like a floppy disk on the top line, 
about 4 icons over from the left, in the menu.  If you do not see this menu, 
located under the Newsletter Name area, then click on the little down-arrow and 
it should reveal the icon menu. 
 You can click on the various icons to figure out each one. 
 I recommend that you do a “tester” newsletter to get familiar with how this 
program functions.   
 Some tips with formatting: 
 You can move your browser slowly over each icon and the title of each icon 



should appear. 
 The little line divider that I use between sections of the newsletter is located next 
to the smiley face on the right side of the icon menu. 
 One of the most difficult things about formatting the newsletter is that each 
paragraph must be moved by the up/down arrow on the right side, and you may 
not be able to see the entire paragraph at once because of the small 
screen.  You will have to move the slider on the right to view the other parts that 
you cannot see.  You may be able to open up this space with the little icon that 
looks like a computer screen (maximize the editor size.) 
 Importing photos:  Click on the little square that has a mountain and sun on it, 
the middle-right of the icons (insert/edit image.)  (Click on edit size if you wish to 
edit the photo size.)  Click on the red “upload” button, wait a second, and then 
click on “ok.”  The photo should now appear in your newsletter.  You can center 
the photo by clicking on the paragraph formatting icons. 
 Be sure to save your work frequently by clicking on the disk icon! 
 When you are ready to send out  the newsetter: 
Click “Create.”  Make sure you are using the correct Newsletter Name.  Select 
“Email only Teachers” under Email Options.  For PDF Options click “Include PDF 
on Website and Send Link on email.”   
 3.   I was able to type in the white box to set up a new tester page that says 
"Tester Newsletter for MTACLB by Noreen."   I didn't publish it, so you can see it 
when you log in and go to edit the newsletter, but not from the www.mtaclb.com 
website.  You may want to set up a tester newsletter to try it out before 
publishing. 
 4.   I cut and pasted the top part of the April newsletter and clicked on the photo 
of the little disk immediately to save it.  I did find that if I tried to cut and paste too 
large of a section, or a section with too large of font for that paragraph, I did 
receive a note that I exceeded the amount of space permitted for that paragraph, 
and my information DID NOT save.  I went back and tried to cut and paste a 
smaller section, saving the section immediately, and it DID work. 
 5.  After about 8-10 minutes, I did receive a pop-up alert asking if I wanted to 
extend the session.  I clicked  “okay”, and it didn't kick me off.   The pop up did 
not come up again for a long time. 
	
  


