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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Prayer

One of the most interesting things about the

topic of prayer might just be what it leads us
towards, and that is hope. We pray when
we offer praise and adoration to God. We
pray when we have fallen short of His glory
by our own reckless disregard for His word.
We pray for others in their needs as we lift
them up in our thoughts and words before
the Heavenly Throne. We give God thanks
for all He has done when we pray.

In all of this, we have the hope and the
knowledge that our prayers are indeed
actionable by God. He has heard them and
has acted upon them. Most often, we might
not get the results we might be thinking
about in the time frame we are thinking it
should happen in, but by and large we see
God interacting with our hearts and lives, and we feel God’s love close to us. That
gives us hope!

Jesus teaches the disciples how to pray in the Gospel this day. He goes on to
encourage them while teaching them not to be wimpy in their prayers. Ask, seek,
and knock, and by the way, don’t fall over dead if God doesn’t answer next to
immediately. Keep asking. Persevere in prayer! What if somehow God had a
quota for our prayers-say three times-how many of us would even make it that far?

| believe the promise of prayer is God’s response. And that gives us hope. Our
prayerful activity is not in vain, but in a powerful way, we are calling upon the
promises of our Heavenly Father to act on our behalf. We do this, because Jesus
taught us to do this.

In the middle of all of that, then, we find sense in a nonsense filled world. Jesus
reminds us God hears our prayer!

Pastor Jonathon Kosec
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OUR WORSHIP TODAY
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements
CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

In this Pentecost Season, we confess to You, O Lord — our division, for we are not
gathered together as Your people in one place; our fear of the rush of your Spirit in
our lives and what it might call us to do or to be; our desire for a monolingual
society, even when you allowed the early church to transcend all language, not
favoring one over another; our actions that can be like the crowds that taunt and
torment, mocking those who are filled with your Spirit that burns like fire and rushes
like wind. For the times we have done this, we know we need to offer our
confession to Almighty God:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: In this Pentecost season, Lord — help us to let down our barriers to your
Spirit; guide us over to live lives filled with joy, abandon, and faithfulness; and
create in us new hearts to be new people who worship only You. As a result of the
love of God, the work of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin
no more, that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our
Lord Jesus in all we say and all we do, we pray and celebrate this Easter joy in His
Holy Name, Amen.

HYMN 35 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 1+4

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): Lord God, your mercy delights us, and
the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and
turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Alleluia. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and your
neighbor as yourself. Alleluia
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SPECIALMUSIC “Great is Thy Faithfulness” Dean Carson

FIRST LESSON- Hosea 1:2-10 New Living Translation (NLT)

When the Lord first began speaking to Israel through Hosea, he said to him, “Go
and marry a prostitute, so that some of her children will be conceived in
prostitution. This will illustrate how Israel has acted like a prostitute by turning
against the Lord and worshiping other gods.”

So Hosea married Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she became pregnant and
gave Hosea a son. And the Lord said, “Name the child Jezreel, for | am about to
punish King Jehu’s dynasty to avenge the murders he committed at Jezreel. In fact,
| will bring an end to Israel’s independence. | will break its military power in the
Jezreel Valley.”

Soon Gomer became pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter. And the Lord
said to Hosea, “Name your daughter Lo-ruhamah—‘Not loved’—for | will no longer
show love to the people of Israel or forgive them. But | will show love to the people
of Judah. | will free them from their enemies—not with weapons and armies or
horses and charioteers, but by my power as the Lord their God.”

After Gomer had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she again became pregnant and gave birth
to a second son. And the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi—‘Not my people’—for
Israel is not my people, and | am not their God.

“Yet the time will come when Israel’s people will be like the sands of the seashore
—too many to count!  Then, at the place where they were told, “You are not my
people,” it will be said, ‘ You are children of the living God.’

THE SECOND LESSON: Colossians 2:6-19 New Living Translation (NLT)

And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to
follow him. Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.
Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow
with thankfulness.

Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense
that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather
than from Christ. For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. So
you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every
ruler and authority.

When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure.
Christ performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature.
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For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were
raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ
from the dead.

You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut
away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He
canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the
cross. In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed
them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.

So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating
certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. For these rules are only
shadows of the reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that reality.  Don'’t let
anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels,
saying they have had visions about these things. Their sinful minds have made
them proud, and they are not connected to Christ, the head of the body. For he
holds the whole body together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God
nourishes it.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 New Living Translation (NLT)

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples
came to him and said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

Jesus said, “This is how you should pray:

“Father, may your name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come soon.
Give us each day the food we need,
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And don’t let us yield to temptation. ”

Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose you went to a
friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him,
‘A friend of mine has just arrived for a visit, and | have nothing for him to eat.” And
suppose he calls out from his bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is locked for the
night, and my family and | are all in bed. | can’t help you.” But | tell you this—
though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long enough, he
will get up and give you whatever you need because of your shameless
persistence.

“And so | tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on
seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.
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For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened.

“You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? Or
if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course not! So if you sinful
people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

SERMON Pastor Tony Alonzo

SERMON HYMN: 460 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 1+3
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING:
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, LORD’S PRAYER

THE DISTRIBUTION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING

HYMN 446 O Jesus, | Have Promised 1+4
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THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God

+ + + + + + + 4+ o+ + o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ 4+

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christt We are happy you are here! As a
kindness to one another, please place your cell phones on muted for the time we
are together in worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here!

SILENCE MAY BE “GOLDEN” You might notice after each worship service, our
volunteer counters sit down in a corner and begin the count of the offering. They do
a fantastic job, but we probably could serve them better by not picking that time to
go up to them and speak to them. The job is made much more difficult by multiple
interruptions, so we can serve them well by making note of their work.

PASTOR AND CHERYL will return next Sunday, as they are away this week visiting
family and friends. Our thanks in advance to Pastor Tony for leading our worship
today!

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please us a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer
request this morning. It is our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to
Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor
when you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the
offering is collected.

Our Savior Lutheran Church, LCMC

14344 Jamison Way Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Website: http://www.oslc-Icmc.com
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Rev. Jonathon Kosec, Lead Pastor
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