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The Reinvigoration of Our Spirits
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Generally speaking, I am not a fan of spring. Perhaps this is because I lived in the greater Cleveland area for
a large part of my life, but this season has never been particularly enjoyable for me. The sun shines but the
temperature is deceivingly low. Dead leaves litter the ground and the trees are still lifeless. The ground is muddy,
the wind is fierce and cold, and the rains seem to suck all joy out of life.
But this year, spring holds the promise of refreshment that we have long desired. We praise God for His
provision through nearly two years of pandemic, and we thank Him for the lifting of many of the restrictions we
have endured. We especially praise the Lord for the easing of fear about the COVID-19 virus as serious infections
and deaths decline. Masks are coming off with more regularity and life is returning to many of its pre-pandemic
qualities.
And yet, therein lies the problem: there is no such thing as “normal” life. Recent headlines tell us about a
war in Ukraine and tensions with Iraq and China – new twists on the same issues many of us have known since our
childhood. So how are we as Christians supposed to encounter these issues? More importantly, how are we
supposed to maintain hope in the midst of such times?

This superficially simple question becomes complicated when we realize all the different ways we pursue an
answer. In some cases we believe that a political party is the source of our relief – from international tension,
economic duress, or questions of cultural morality. At other times we embrace “bootstrap philosophy;” the belief
that we can improve our situation and the concerns around us if we are willing to pull ourselves up by our
bootstraps. This may mean working harder or smarter, but we believe we are the directors of our destiny. And to be
honest, sometimes the corresponding result is that we simply throw our hands in the air and conclude that our
concerns are an act of futility. Therefore, we resign ourselves to apathy: we can’t change such large matters, so just
enjoy what you can and hope the Browns have a good draft.
Interestingly, this was also a consideration at the root of the book of Ecclesiastes. Solomon examines the
problems of life and the myriad of means of response, continually returning to the conclusion, “Meaningless!
Everything is meaningless!” The singular exception to a mundane and pointless life, however, is the fact that one
day we will all stand before our Creator. His driving point is not living in fear of judgment, but rather to continue in
the joy that comes from seeking to live in righteousness before our God.
In a similar way, the Lord provided beautiful images of a fruitful and abundant life even in the midst of
trouble through the prophet Jeremiah. These images are likewise given in the context of God’s warning of
judgment. One such illustration is found in Jeremiah 17:7-8, “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose
confidence is in him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear
fruit.”
God never promises that life will be easy. Belief does not necessarily equal prosperity or happiness. What
our Lord does promise, however, is that regardless of the situation or the context, we can live in the joy of His
salvation. Jesus expanded on this reality with similar imagery in John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

The truly good news for us this spring is that God promises His presence is not dependent on our strength.
Moses encouraged the Israelites by saying, “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he
will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged” (Deut. 31:8). This encouragement
came after the Israelites had repeatedly abandoned God’s instruction and His direct intervention for their
salvation. In the New Testament, Paul instructs Timothy, “If we died with him, we will also live with him; if we
endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; if we are faithless, he remains
faithful, for he cannot disown himself” (2 Tim. 2:11-13). Paul’s life and ministry are living examples of God’s
unmerited, overwhelming grace even for the worst of sinners. Of course we will struggle, stumble, and fall; we will
have doubts and fears that will make the pursuit of faith difficult, to say the least. But Paul also explains, “No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 8:37-39).
The repeated testimony of Scripture is that God wants to bless those who love and follow Him. As James
puts it, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will
come near to you” (James 4:7-8). This invitation is given to all of us, and we encourage everyone to be renewed
and refreshed by the ministry of God’s Holy Spirit as He moves through us in new ways!

MEATLOAF IS COMING
We know the notice is short but we will be making meat and ham loaf on
Saturday, April 9th. We will need all our workers and make sure to get YOUR
ORDERS IN!!!
YES WE ARE HAVING A RUMMAGE SALE IN MAY!!
You can bring your contributions starting Monday, May 9th!
We will need workers for this too!
Any questions contact Barb Irwin: 330-547-2741

Mark & Laura Schmidt

16 Years

04/05

Philip & Joyce Bush

56 Years

04/15

Palm Sunday, April 10th
9am-12pm
Come and enjoy some delicious Easter
candy made by Faithful Hearts!

The Widow’s Group will be meeting on
April 28th at Noon in the Church Café.
All widows are
WELCOME!
See Pat Mosley for more info.
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Ruth Evans
Chris Toy
Connie Morris
Elizabeth Kidd
Kristen Sedlacek
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04/18
04/20
04/21
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STEPPING STONES FOR EASTER
A dear friend and I were talking a while back and ended our conversation with
final thoughts for me that lingered into the night. I did not simply pass them on
but carried them into my sleep and turned them over in my mind and in the
early day wrote them down. In this writing they have come across the pages,
and I want to share them with you. I hope they will reach you during this Easter
season and touch your hearts with Easter joy. You may describe them as
stepping stones of faith during this Easter season.
And here they are:
1. Spend some time reflecting in God’s presence in your everyday life. Especially in the Easter story and Calvary and the resurrection of our Lord.
2. I need to begin and end each day with the attempt to follow in the footsteps
of the Savior and following in the pathways of the Lord and to be sure to
have him lead me.
3. I need to make my prayer life not only centered on me alone but by being inclusive of others such as friends, loved ones and even strangers.
4. Finally, I believe in two great secrets. First, I need to practice the imitation of
Jesus Christ, and second, I need to practice the presence of God in my life.
God bless you my friends and hope you have a very blessed and happy Easter.
Dr. David W. Bloor

EASTER
This year, let’s make it a time of
Resurrection for Salem First UMC!

Resurrect - Renew - ReUnion - Return
We’d like to begin a Resurrection Month on April 3rd, with a
specially designed service and reunion fellowship dinner.
A variety of special events are planned with the service and dinner.
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

May Fellowship Meal
The 3M Class is sponsoring the Fellowship Meal for May.
We will have Hot dog, sloppy joes, coney dogs & corn dog!
Please bring a dessert, salad or casserole.
Hope to see YOU there!

February

Year to Date

Income

$17,418.05

$52,995.54

Expense

$15,220.66

$40,424.81

$ 2,197.39

$12,570.73

ROC

$ 265.00

Trustees $ 836.27

Ministries
APRIL 2022
GREETERS

ATTENDENCE FOR MARCH
Sunday, March 6, 2022

04/03

8:30—24

04/10

SS—47

10:30—60

Sunday, March 13, 2022

04/17

8:30—14

04/24

SS—46

10:45— 58

Sunday, March 20, 2022
ALTAR FLOWERS
04/03 Laura Schmidt
04/10 Open

8:30—25

SS—50

10:45—62

Sunday, March 27, 2022
8:30—

SS—

10:45—

04/17 Easter Flowers
04/24 Open

USHERS
04/03 Team #4 - Beardsley

COFFEE HOUR HOST

04/10 Team #5 - Peppel

04/03 Open

04/17 Team #1 - Schmidt

04/10 3M Class

04/24 Team #2 - Hiner

04/17 Pastor’s Class
04/24 Open

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
Barb Irwin

READERS
8:30 Cec Hrovatic

10:30 Yvonne Bennett

VAN DRIVERS
Mike Waterbeck
Rich Beeson

Pancake & Sausage Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt
During Shred day, from 9am-12pm, Christian Education is
hosting a Pancake and Sausage Breakfast.
Then at 12pm they will holding an EASTER EGG HUNT!

Holy week happenings:
Holy Communion for the Housebound
Would you like to visit housebound folks and share the Sacrament of Holy
Communion with them during Holy Week? Folks have been doing this quietly for
many years. You may join their number. Consecrated bread, grape juice and a brief
printed service are provided. Call Barb Irwin: 330-547-2741

Maundy Thursday, April 14th, 7 p.m.
Holy Communion Worship Service. It will be a traditional service out of the
hymnal. Rev. Bruce Irwin will be the celebrant.

Good Friday, April 15th, 12 p.m.
Chapel Service of the Cross. The Passion Story from the Gospel of Mark will be
read. Mason Brown is our lay reader. Tradition has grown and this service ‘s
attendance increases each year. Part of the appeal is that it is brief.

Meat loaf and ham loaf are back! Loaves must be ordered by Monday,
April 4th with the form below or by calling the church office at
330-337-9531. Orders may be dropped into the collection plate as well.
Loaves must be picked up under the south portico on
Saturday, April 9, from 1-2pm.
Thank you for helping with this mission project!!

Marvelous Methodist Meatloaf
Please make your check payable to U.M.W.
The deadline to order is Monday, April 4th. and pick up day is Saturday, April 9th.
Name _______________ Phone # ________________
Meat Loaf
____ 1# (2 Meals)
____ 2# (4-5 Meals)

Ham Loaf
$8.00
$16.00

____ 1# (2 Meals)

$8.00

____ 2# (4-5 Meals) $16.00

George McKee, Jim Beardsley & Family, Linda Kelly,
Michelle Huston and Bob Miller’s Family
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., PO Box 463 Salem, Ohio 44460
office@firstumcsalem.org
Phone: (330) 337-9531
Pastors
Wayne Clark
John Fitch
Bruce Irwin
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Jenny Toporcer, Office Manager
Ashley Essick, Custodian

Linda Peterson, Organist
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Hery Salamanca, Youth Pastor

Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.
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