Adam and Eve are tempted
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By Paul Dallgas-Frey

hings were going along nicely...

...there inh the perfect place that God had made for Adam anhd
Eve. But then ohe perfect, warm suhny day, Eve was walking
through the garden. And there, in the middle of the garden, she
met the serpent.

You heed to Know that the serpent was the ohe we Call the devil,
or sometimes we Call him Satanh. Satah is ah angel who deCided he
didnh't want to do what (od Said ahymore. Anhd so (od sent him

out of heaven. And from that day oh, Satah beCame God's enemy.

And sinCe people Canh't see anhgels - or the devil - the devVil
appeared to EVe as a serpent. "Serpent” is ahother word for
shake. ExXcept this shake wasnh't like the shakes we know today,
because he didn't Craw| on the ground, ahd he could talK.

Now, the thing is, Satan is a liar. He has always been a liar. And
he is tricky too. Anhd beCcause he is (od's enemy, he hates every-
thing God loves, and does everything he Cah to ruin it.

Go Satan said to Eve, "Did (zod really tell you that you Couldn't
eat the fruit from any tree in the garden?”

That's hot what God said at all, ahd EVe khew it. So she said to
the serpent,

"(zod Said we may eat the fruit from anhy tree in the garden -
except the fruit from the tree of the Khowledge of ood and
EVil. If we even touch that fruit, we will die.” Well, that wasn't

quite true either, Was it. (God nhever Said anything about touching
the fruit.

The serpent ahswered, "That's hot true at all! You will hot die!
God only said that beCcause he khows if You eat that fruit you will
become like him. You will become wise. You will khow what is
good ahd what is bad."

And this is where Eve made her big mistake.

Instead of leaving right then, she stayed a while. She saw that the

fruit on the tree |ooked very good. And she started thinking how

hiCe it would be to be like God and khow everything. But she also
khew that God had said hot to eat the fruit from that tree.
Except now she was starting to think maybe it would be okay

anyway. That fruit did 0ok good. And the more she |ooked at it,

the more she wanhted it - ahd the more she forgot what God had

said.

That is how temptation works. Tt is when you know something is
wrong, but You waht to do it ahyway. Anhd pretty Sooh the wrong
thing You waht to do starts to |0ok good. And you thinhk maybe
just this one time it will be okay to g0 ahead anhd do it. You think
the bad things that always come when you do what is wrong won't
happen this time.

But they always do.

That's why things are wrong, beCause when you do them someone
always gets hurt, sooher or |ater. But EVe wash't thinking about
that. She was only thinking about how delicious the forbidden
fruit looked.

So Eve took some Of the fruit, and she ate it.
And she gave some to Adam, ahd he ate it.
And all of a sudden they Knew that they were haked.

Before that they were like |ittle Kids who run around haked and
hobody Cares - because little Kids don't khow any better. That's
how Adam and EVe were before they ate the fruit God told them
hot to. Before that, they didn't know any better. They didn't
khow the difference between right ahd wronhg. Now they did.
Now they khew they were haked. Anhd they were embarrassed.

... continued hext time!
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