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A New Brew in Town:
3 Freaks Opens Shop
After years of education and patience,
a local brewer is ready to publicly reveal
his ‘freaky’ take on the art of craft beer.
by Richard Carnes
Community contributor

T

he year was 1989, and a 20-something Vail
firefighter was hanging out with his buddies,
doing what mountain men do during their
free time when the ski mountain is closed: drink
beer.
The term “home brew” was just beginning to catch on across
the country, but in Colorado, it was already climbing to the top
of the “stuff you talk about while drinking beer” list. So a few
five-gallon glass carboys were purchased, along with a mail-order package of malt extract, hops and a couple of odds and ends
that would eventually be needed somewhere in the process, and
voila: Jeff Atencio was ready to craft his first batch of home
brew.
Fast forward 25 years and our very own Highlands Ranch
is about to be treated to 3 Freaks Brewery, which opened in
the spring of 2014 where East County Line meets Quebec. It is
there that Atencio is ready — after a quarter century of brewing
— to finally share his freakishly flavorful tastes with the world.

Jeff Atencio takes a break to pose with his “baby.”
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Atencio

There is a reason — well, three, actually — that it has taken
so long for Jeff to fulfill his lofty and freaky goal. He refers to
them as his “ABCs” — Ashley, Bennett and Chloe, his three
children, along with his wife, Suzanne. The kids are the actual
‘freaks’ in 3 Freaks Brewery, and one look is all that is needed
to understand where the Atencio’s priorities have been all these
years. This does not mean the kids are no longer top priority, of
course, but the years of diapers, preschool and grade school are
over, leaving quite a bit more free time to pursue other dreams
in life.

Learning the craft
Since those firefighting days of the late 80’s, Atencio has
devoured books on beer, attended beer festivals whenever and
wherever possible, and became so enamored with sanctioned
beer tasting and judging events that he even took a local beer
tasting class. Now, Jeff is more than happy to share his experience with anyone who will listen or might even be interested
for their own benefit, and as a relatively important side note,
Jeff’s concoctions have won a few of those awards over the
years as well.
Brewing literally hundreds of home batches along the way,
once the idea of creating his very own brewery became economically feasible, it quickly became more a question of when
and where, and no longer a question of “What if …”

A true calling
Atencio said he recalled hearing the phrase, “You should
do what you’re passionate about and the rest of it will work
out.” Brewing beer for family members, friends and Highlands
Continued on next page

The Atencio family at Christmas, 2013. They are Chloe, front left, Bennett,
front right, Suzanne, left, Jeff, center, and Ashley, right, in the rear.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Atencio
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The 3 Freaks Brewery logo, above, was done by Patrick Stoltman, in Chicago. Stoltman is a nephew of Jeff and Suzanne Atencio.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Atencio
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The sign above the new brewery.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Atencio

Continued from previous page
Ranch neighbors is indeed a passion, and watching others enjoy
the result of your passion is the type of highly satisfying feeling
that many of us will spend a lifetime in pursuit.
The goal of 3 Freaks Brewery is to make great beer by
selecting the best ingredients, relentless attention to detail and
consistency, and above all, patience and fun. Less is more, as
they say, but sometimes more is less, and those truly dedicated
to the craft possess the fortitude to pursue their never-ending
quest for better tasting beer.

A Long Time Coming

25

Years since Jeff Atencio originally came
up with the idea to launch
his own craft brewery.
16 May 2014

Atencio has learned over the years that creativity, and the
inevitable successes and failures that come with experimentation, are the seeds for new flavors, and that’s where the real
excitement comes into play. Yet, he says the most exhilarating
aspect of brewing beer isn’t the actual act of brewing itself, but
the moment the pint glass is handed to the thirsty recipient, and
just a little while later they ask, “Can I have another, please?”

Inside and out
3 Freaks Brewery is a relatively small, neighborhood nanobrewery, using five barrels in production size per batch, with
the serious intent of quality over quantity. With three vessels
for fermentation, Atencio’s smiling face next to his Brite Tank
is not only due to his pride of opening, but all of his brewery
equipment is from Psycho Brew, which is 100 percent made in
America.
Once inside, customers are treated not only to the sights,
sounds and smells of freshly brewed craft beer, but wood art
work from local artist, Brice Bohrer Creative, where he uses
reclaimed lumber to make his customized and creative signs.
The bathrooms are decorated with vintage window frames
found locally, highlighted by the use of old cardboard craft beer
six-packs to make a collage. And on top of the walk-in cooler
one can’t help but notice the letters “B-E-E-R,” yet few are
aware that those letters were salvaged from the previous tenant’s outdoor sign. Now you know.

Get Your
Freak On
Participate in a celebration
of everything that is unique,
abnormal, rare and odd.
A little wordplay
Freak (freek) noun:
1) A very unusual and unexpected event or situation —
or in this case, taste.
2) A person who is obsessed with or unusually
enthusiastic about a specific event — a beer “freak.”
Synonyms: anomaly, rarity, oddity, twist of fate, fanatic,
enthusiast, fan, devotee, lover, aficionado; person who
is obsessed with or unusually enthusiastic about a
specified interest in a particular melding of malted
barley and hops.
Antonyms: normal, regular, common, ordinary,
standard.
Fermentation vessels on display at 3 Freaks Brewery.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Atencio

Worth the effort
Hard work is easy if you love what you do. Creating the
3 Freaks Brewery, like any other business started from scratch,
has been an extremely challenging project for all involved, but
it quickly became apparent that Atencio’s methods of brewing, his approach towards the process itself and names for each
batch were a freaky type of artistic self-fulfilling prophecy.
Denver born and bred, drama school graduate, former minor
league baseball player, Vail firefighter and current fire investigator for South Metro Fire District, Jeff Atencio is finally
able to focus on his passion — brewing beer — but for those
in Highlands Ranch, they can now rejoice because the “home”
portion of his brewing process is now relegated to his past.
Now it’s time for everyone else to enjoy the fruits of his passion.
3 Freaks Brewery is located at 7140 East County Line Road,
Highlands Ranch. You can reach them by phone at 720-2990994 or visit them on the web at 3freaksbrewery.com.
Additionally, you can follow them on social media at facebook.com/threefreaksbrewery, twitter.com/3freaksbrewery and
instagram.com/3freaksbrewery.

Like this story? Tell us why.

Unique unity
We are all freaks, one-of-a-kind and unique. We should
not be afraid to step out of the box or be different, but
instead, we should unite in our freakiness. It is something
to celebrate, as we are all equal, in every sense of the word,
and we are one race: the human race.
Freak freely. Freak responsibly. Explore your inner freak,
and freak on!—Suzanne Atencio

This “window” is a vintage frame that Suzanne Atencio purchased
from Craigslist. She made the collage from old craft beer six packs.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Atencio
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